VC Regiment Hunted Near Tan Son Nhut

SAIGON (AP) — Armored
cavalrymen of the U.S, 25th Iaf,
Div. are playing a deadly game
of hide-and-seckh with a  Viet
Cong regimenl in the villages
and rice paddies jusi 7 miles
wesl of Saigon’s Tun Son Nbhuol
Air Base.;

The Coivmunist farce, which
cnuld number up 1o 3,060 men,
is believed (o be shielding gun.
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ners who have fired neariv 150
martar reunds and 122-millime.
ler tockets into Tan Son Nhut
since last Sunday,

Soldiers of the 3rd Sq., 4th
Cav.—Eknown to the infantry.
men as {he thiecquarter cav.—
have foughl icjuated  bailies
with the Communists ard =zlso
discovered what amounted to a
rocket graveyard.

“Three days ago we dug up
what we ihought were some
fresh graves,” Lt. Col. Glemn

K. Oiis, commaunder of three.
guatter  cav., said,  *Instead,
we uncovered 16 rockets.”

The cavalrymen also  are
keeping  close tabs on straw-
stacks from the rice harvesl.

Qs said some dagys the siraw
stacks would not be in the same
place they had becn the day
before, “and when we checked
them  we  uncovered  rocket
siles."

Two days ago, the unit fought

a pilched battle and alier it
was over they counted the bod-
ies of ‘80 North Vietnamuse re.
gulars and Viet Cong guerritlas.
They also found 16 antitunk
rockot launchers and rockels
and 50 bumkers,

Olis - bedlieves lhe Communist
troops have heen using the arca
northwest of Saigon as an as-.
sentbly point for attacks on the
caplial bid now, with Ameri.
can truops manexvering through
=lhey're digging in 1o figt,



