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Reds Hit Tan Son Nhut,

Attafll Kha

i ERNERW

SAIGON (AP)—Com-
munist gunners shelled
Secigon's ‘botlered Tan
Son Nhut Air Base ond
other sections of the
cty and its suburbs
aaain Tuesday.

While no casuallies and
only minor damage was re-
ported at the sprawling
military-civilian airport
complex, South Vietnamese
military -~ spokesmen  said, »
mare than 120 homes were
destraved and {here wern
& number of civilinn casual-
ties oulside the hase.

Communist gunners sltinmed
five younds of Russiananuide
122Zmm rockets fnto Tan Sun
Khut In two shellings in the
early moming  darkiess. One

SAIGON (AP) — Three Com-
munist armored vehleles were
Apadied deep da Seulh Vielwaw
only 50 mlles northwest of
Sulgon, the clesest to the caplial
cily Commnurist armor has heen
caplirmed, the US, Command
annsunced Tuesday,

U.5. Special Forees (ronpers
firing Irom amhush destroyed
one of the vehicles. [ exploded
and killed 30 Communists, head-
quurters said.

volley of three of the 100
pound shells hit the air base
at 30 am. and two mumve
rockets hit at 5:490,

An Air Force spokesman said
that in the first shelling one
rocket hit in the arca used by .
Air America, a civilian airline
under contract to the U.5. gav-
ernment. The spokesman said
“minor damage to a few air
crafl” was inflicted.

The Communist gunners may
have been aiming for Gen. Wil
liam C. Westmorelaad's U,
Commund Headguariers, knvwn
as “Pentagen East,” which ie
just across the road from Air
America.

In another action, a U.S. Ma-
rine plateon pawroliing ouiside
the Khe Sanh combal base was
{Continued Back I'age, Col. 3)

North Vietnamese arthl

Snnh

lery ronwds kit the Marime base, The enemy
tent and vebicle parking area at the Khe Sanh

Unit

hit the northwest Viet-
nam ovtpest with a beavy barrage.
{AP Radiepheio)

Reds Shell Tan Son Nhut Again

{Conilawed From Page 1)
ambushed by North Vietnam-
ese regulurs who overwhelmed
the ed Ameri

aut 1

A second platoen (45 men)
renl to heln nike suffered cakue

allies,

The action was the [atest in
the menth-long batile of bullets
and nerves at the Lase in north-
westernt South Vietnam, Several
officers suld Momday Lhey bhe-
lisvel the North Vietnumess
troops are in pusitlon and that a

large acale ground attack is im-
minent.

Jet warplanes swooping in to
cover the Marines, trying 1o get
back 1o the base from the am-
ch, noanded the hattle cite
with bombs and napaim.

(Under new UK., security
regulalions, the number of Mu-.
rine casualties was nei dis
closed.)

The patrol, sent out on a
rouline  Intelligence-gathering
mission, was 809 - yards beyond
the outer wire when it was hit.
Senior officers said the young
leutenant leading he plateon
wentL Deyond lhe_' dls'lanu seL
far his galrsl and ol e Gis

enemy's grip,

Marines inslde the combat
base shot bhack with taaks,
recoilless  tifles and  achine
puns to cover the patrol's es-
vape.



