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"In military air operations weather is the

first step in planning and the final determining

factor in execution of any mission."”

General Carl A.

iv

"Tooey" Spaat:z
30 June 1948

Preface

The Air Weather Service became involved in weather
support to the United States Air Force and Army in
Southeast Asia in December 1961, when it placed a fore-
caster in Saigon to support some reconnaissance aircraft.
It received the first formal statement of requirements
for support at Tan Son Nhut and Bien Hoa, Vietnam, and
Don Muang, Thailand, on December eighth.

The rapid buildup of the Air Force and Army units
in Southeast Asia was reflected in the increased weather
support requirements and Air Weather Service's response
to those needs. Weather support increased and waned as
needed through the advisory period, the combat period,
and withdrawal from Southeast Asia.

Mr. John F. Fuller, the Air Weather Service historian,
suggested that since the history office had so many good
photographs of weather personnel and operations in South-
east Asia that I screen them for compilation into a
pictorial history. The following is the result. I am
grateful for the direction and assistance given me by
Mr. Fuller and Mr. Charles W. Dickens, Chief, Office of

MAC History.

Margaghat C. Faulbaum
Edito 1 Assistant to
the AWS Historian
Office of MAC History
15 March 1978
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As in all wars past, weather was a factor that bore
directly on the success or failure of operations conducted
by both sides during the Southeast Asian conflict. For
example, Admiral U.5.G. Sharp, U.S. Navy, Commander in
Chief, Pacific (CINCPAC), in referring to the air opera-
tions of January-March 1966 (Rolling Thunder 48), wrote
that "weather was a limiting factor throughout the period®
which "caused a high percentage of cancellations or
diversions and greatly limited the information obtained
from bomb damage assessment," because pilots often "found
100 percent cloud cover or haze to 12,000 or 14,000 feet."
Excluding B-52 sorties, approximately one out of every
five strike sorties scheduled or conducted by USAF aircraft
in Southeast Asia from January through 15 December 1966,
were either cancelled, diverted, or rendered ineffective
due to weather. While only 6.7 percent of the sorties
ordered for targets in the Republic of Vietnam were
affected by weather during that period, 41.9 percent of
those against targets in North Vietnam were affected.

Writing later of the 1968 battle for Khe Sanh, General
William C. Westmoreland, U.5. Army, Commander, U.5.
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (USMACV), noted that
weather was "another critical factor [which] had to be con-
sidered,” that "poor visibility during the northeast
monsoon, . . . because of low clouds and persistent ground
fog, made helicopter movement hazardous if not impossible
much of the time" and "posed major problems for close air
support and supply by air."

In particular did the enemy take advantage of the
Southeast Asian monsoconal climate. In what became a
classic operation, he used the dry season to infiltrate
men and materiel from the north along the Ho Chi Minh
Trail into the Republic of Vietnam at its borders with Laos
and Cambodia. In the wet season, with large portions of
the trail impassable, he stockpiled materiel, improved and
expanded routes, and prepared for the next dry season.
North Vietnam's 1972 spring offensive into northern Quang
Tri Province was launched under a protective cancpy of low
clouds, fog, and drizzle from the northeast monsoon that
severely hampered initial air and ground operations by
friendly forces.

Responding to reguirements for meteorological support,
Air Weather Service (AWS) ordered twenty-three weathermen
to Southeast Asia on temporary duty in December 1961--Tan
Son Nhut, and Bien Hoa in the Republic of Vietnam, and Don

Muang Airport in Thailand. Some assignments soon became
permanent with the activation of seven weather detachments
in Southeast Asia, effective 1 January 1962. By mid-
January detachments had been established at Tan Son Nhut,
Bien Hoa, Pleiku, Qui Nhon, Da Nang, and Nha Trang in the
Republic of Vietnam, and at Don Muang Airport in Thailand.

The provisional weather squadron established in May
1962 was replaced later that year by the 30th Weather
Squadron of the lst Weather Wing. In January of 1963 it
was moved to Tan Son Nhut, It was assigned twenty officers
and eighty-two enlisted.
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30th Weather Squadron Head-

quartere, Son Nhut, November 188Z.

weathermen.
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Representative observing ait
Weather Squadron, 1862, at Don Mua
Thatland. The photic below showe a
the site recording an observation.
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Detachment 20-3, 18t
Weather Wing, Pleiku,
RVN, 138Z.

Above: Headquarters
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View of Nha Trang airfield with mountain background.
Below, Pilot-to-Forecaster Service, base weather station,
Nha Trang Airbase, Detachment 20-2, 30th Weather Squadron.
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Takhli Air Basz, Detachment 12, 30th WNeather
Squadron, 1983. Below, aehecking observation on
table from MA-1 kit.

Phan Rang Air Base tower. DBelow, base weather sta-
n. Detachmant 22, 30th Weather Squadron, wae loeated
Phan Rang from Octeober 1865 to 15 Mareh 1872.
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Adviscry Assistance (1962 - 1965)

From 1962 until the Gulf of Tonkin inecidents in early
Bugust, 1964, the 30th Weather Sguadron's basic mission was
to provide metecrological support to all Air Force and Army
units in Southeast Asia. But its major task, like most
United States military units there, was to advise and train
indigenous military forces. In South Vietnam, most of the
training was accomplished at informal weather schools and
supplemented by on-the-job training (0OJT) administered by

sgquadron personnel at base weather stations. In March 1964,

eleven VHMAF students were graduouated from the first class of
an observer school established at Tan Son WNhut.
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The program to train and advise
came to be called "Vietnamization.”

the indigenous

forces




Weather Forecaster
Captain John J. ELIi*f
prepared for a trip "up
: country” during temporary
Kkl TUDWG KHONG D1 30 duty aa the only helicopter
“mmﬂ'ﬂilﬁ n : : y pilot assigned to hauling

15 l . 3 men and equipment for the
”ﬂltlhmunu . ' Southeast Asia Trcc:t;-
Organisation (SEATC)
Ezxercieae Air Boon Choo,
? held April 20-30, 1964, in
Thatiland.

Weather forecasters
and observere from lat
Weather Wing stations
throughout the Pacifie-
Southeaat Asia sheatfr,
and the Thai weather
perasonnel were rEEpGnﬂLbLE
i for the total military

weather anppﬂrt to ground and atr forces taking part in
the exercise.

7

captain Tu Bo Cam, commander, VNAF Air Traffi
tpol and Weather Squadron, learns the U.5. Air For
megthod of recording a weather ohservation from 30t

Weather Squadron commandar, Lt Col Lewis L. Howas. |

The weather tagk force was commanded by Colonel

Bampen Xupravd ti, mormally Direetor of the RTAF Meteoro-
logieal Divieion. Below, at Bangkok, Colonel Xupravati
points te weather map for Colonel Robert L. Sorey, let
Neather Wing commander.
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A weather
gbgerver with the
30th Weather
Squadron in the
Joint Air Opera-
tions Center,

Tan Son Nhut AB,
RVN, teaching his
counterpart the
"ropea™ in
plotting a sur-
face map.
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Praining was alsg given to weathermen of the Royal
That Air Force, both in elass and on-the-job.
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Vietnamization took
another step forward on
1 June 1872 aes the Da Nang
Air Base ROS was turned ocver
to the Vietnamese Air Fores
by Datachment 8, lat Weather
GFroup.

maintenance training Weather
Maior Frank G. Johnson, S0th Weather Squﬂdrs%,

and moderniaation
Colonel Tran Van Minh, Hg VNAF/ATC/Opa
Colonel Minh'a office,

Newhouga,

m

gtnamege improvement

»
gges the ¥Fi

Fhut AR,
Wedther Wing commander,
14 September 1371.




A unique aspect of AWS' mission involved deployment
of some commando weathermen to Thailand in early 1965 where
they trained Laotians as forward weather observers for use
in developing a limited weather observing net in Laos to
support air operations. After providing some initial ‘ ;
training in Thailand, Captain Keith R. Grimes and some of
his men entered Laos later that year to establish the aet.
Operating in an atmosphere they described as "super secret, '
cloak and dagger," they functioned not only as weathermen J }
and adwvisors, but as forward air controllers, intelligence
gatherers, and fighters. Posing as civilians with wvarying
cover stories and carrying only a civilian identification
card, they labored in Laos under the most hazardous con-
ditions without diplomatic protection--for there was no
official United States recognition of their presence. AWS
special warfare weathermen remained in Laos nearly continu- i
ously until the conflict's end keeping the vital weather-
observing net functioning.

Above, Sergeant Tom Watason (left, back row), and a
alags of Laotian weather observers at Nam Lieu, Lacs,
> 1 " &
with some of their bagic weather observing equipment.
Below, Captain Grimeg (eenter, faeing cameral) and
Sergeant Wateon (right, back to camera) giving basic
4 [} i L] 4 -
veather cbserving 1ASEPUGELORA L0 LRE QL4EE8

The atiz commando weathermen in thie photograph taken
in 1984 formed the nusleus of Detachment 75, 24 Weather . ] :
Group (later the Sth Weather Wing), and meet saw aciion in
Laos. They were, from left to right, AIC Wayne L. Golding,
{10 Andrew V. Wilder, Captain Xetth R. Grimes (the detach- l
" James P. Williame, MSgt Thomas M.

t commander), AIC

son, and A1C Lloyd W. Mitohell. Wilder and Wateon were

sites tn Lace in late 1985 and early 1888 which wera |
t

5 A
L= I
o

m

erpun by FPathet Lao and North Vietnamese troope--Wilder
rely eacaping with hie 1ife.
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The commando weathermen were aleo forwvard air control-
- lers and fightere, with the Lactiane. Above i& an arrow of
ueting at Nam Lieu, and faded eerise panels pointing to the target. Below is dur-

Above, Sergeant Watson 1 f
2 ' ing a T'-28 strike.
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T-28 being loaded at Vientiane. It eould earry four

500-pound bombs and two .S§0-caliber gune, one in each
wing. Below, a T-24 over the Mekong Delta, left--and
right, a hill Just after it was hit.

36

Devastation and death
folloved, Above: three Meo
gaoldiers with rifles view-
tng the Bcene below them--a
ridge in Laoe after repeated
bombings for several daye,
by I'-28a, and a few F-ds.

In the foreground of the
picture ia abandoned North Vietnamese thfpmeﬂt: Mortar
shells were carried in the black cardboard eannistera.

Left above: A Mec locking at a dead North Vietnamesas
soldiexr.
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In Cambodia AWS worked to upgrade their
Khmer Air Force weather gervige in Late 1874
, | and early 1575, Xhmer Rouge advances made
|f it impossible to econtinue.
Steven D. Roueh (second from

L
Jgrh, goting commander,
£}

In spots too tight for light plaﬂes helioopters [ 1aft) g
like this Sikorsky H-3¢ were used. elicoptera provided KAF Air Weather Service, (far right), with
the bulk of forward postition airlij‘t in Lacs. Below, KAF erew and UH-1 used +.::| tranaport them to
looking southweat on a 600-foot dirt strip as an H-34 parious eites to look over observing proce-
preparea to land. Beyond the mountains in the background | dures and inspect (and repair or calibrate)
ig the Plaine des Jarrea. weather equipment. Right: KAF dipector of
truhuurﬁ Below: 55gt Roush (with glaases, froni row)
' with KAP weathermen celebrating their succeseful com-
plation of Pibal training.
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KAF Atr Weather
Serviece personnel at
weather inetrumant
shelters at Pochentong.

Above: Lt Heng Touch

Nakhon Phanom during one

hie tMipe to Thailand in

4 to help train Cambodians.
ha »ight 18 Ca

Richter, of 10t

adron, at Nakhon Phanom.
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