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Why We
Serve In
Vietnam

You have come to fight in
Vietnam becouse this is the
place communists  have
chosen as the battleficld in their
new type of war of sgEression.

Our purpose here has been
simply stated by oor President
and Commander-in-Chief, wha
szmid, “Our objective = the
ind e of Sooth Vietnam
and its freedom from attack. We
want mothing for ourseives—anly
that the people of South Vietnam
ket lﬂuwﬁ ‘Elrguhde their o
couniry own way.'

The conflict in this small na-

onshiars much wider signi-
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Free Warld tl:'u'-'.u the nr:|J1 ;

Vietramese apd the Chinese
communisis Gre opsing it as a
tesf case for their so
“warz of liberation.™

Second Reason

There is a second reason. As
ihe President sald, “Around the
globe . . . are people whose well-
being rests in part an the belief
thai they can count on us i they
are attacked."

*To leave Vielnam to its fate
would shake the confidence of
all those people in the value of
an American commitment and
in the value of America’s ward,"
he aaid.

The as=ault on the Republic of
Vietnam is clearly an aggres-
sion. In pointing this cot, Secre-
tary of State Dean Busk added

{Continued on Page 18)
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Tankers walch as en Air Force jet sofiens the enemy’s position in o joint services operation.

Team

The United States Mili-
tary Assistance Command
\:’mtnam (MACV) is a uni-
fied command subordinated
to the Pacific Command.
With Headquarters in Sai-
gon MACY controls all of the
United States armed forces in
Vietnam and draws i3 com-
poninis from the Army, Navy,
Air Force, Marine Corps, and
Coast Guard. With these forces
MACV conducts iz assistance
mission to the Republic of Viet-
nam. This invoelves two kinds of
wir. MACV forees must m:gg‘E:
the enemy in combat on
ﬁmun_ d and territorinl waters of

ietnam, but it is also essentia]
to MACY's mission to provide as-
sistance to the constitutional
government of Vielnam in boild-
ing and malntaining & free soci-
ety capable of defending itself
againit its Communist mggres-
SOrE.

All United States military
forces have a dual responsibility
to plan and execute combat op-
erations and to conduct and sup-
port civll operations and revolu-
tionary develspment programs.

Army Force Largest
MACY presently has under its
control more than 500,000 United
Stales servicemen 1o nocom-
Ellsh these tnsks. The Uniiad
tntes Army, Vietnam (USA-
RV) Iz the largest single ele-
ment of MACV's joint forces
with grester then 325000 men.
It & organized to comduci the
land operations which augment
those of the Republic of Viet-
nam Armed Forces, USARY op-
erating forces conduct opera-
tions throughoul the nation and
work closely with the Viet-
Army.

Y OTCEY, I 1
FORY) direcily under the con-
trol of MACY or the US, Sey
eith Fileel. MAVFORV has the
responsibility for the advisory
effort with the HEVN Noval
Forees, cu.uinlmm intand wa-
lerway irolling operations,
and the Lrg' Naval Support Ac-
tivity while the US. Seventh
Fleel supports land combat op-
erafions with air strikes and
navial gunfire. Coast Goard ele-
ments are attached o NAV-
FORV fto asmist in coasial op-
erations.
Air Force Support

The Sevinth Air Farce op-

erates from bases throoghoot
(Continned on Page 16)

Enemy Discover Free World
Tough Adversary In Vieinam

Eight fiags Ay slongside the
colora of the Republic of Viet-
nam at the Headgquarters of the
Free Warld Military Assisiance
Forces im Smigon. Each re-
presenls @ nation which has
sent military unlis 16 assist the
Republie in its fight against
aggression from the north,

Australin, New Zealond, the
Philippines, Thailand, the He-
public of Kores, Spain and the
Republic of Chinag have joined
with the United States in this
effort.

fome thiriy-one other nations
gre assisiing in the struggle,
sending cement, textbooks, toals,
medical supplics, schoal equip-
ment, and indostrisl and con-
giruction material and eguip-
ment,

Several hundred Free World
civilians work in Vietnsm as

doctors, teschers and techmical
epeciallsts. About 4000 scholar
ships have enabled young Viet
namese to study in Free Warld
countries other than the US.

Korea has the second largest
pon-Vistnamese miliiary force
in netton here. The Capital In-
fantry (Tiger) Divisien, the 9th
iWhite Horse) Division and the
94 Marine (Blue Dragon) Bri-
gnde- form her combat force.
They are supported by the 10th
Logistical Command, Construc
tion Support Groop, o Mobile
Army Surgieal Hospital and
naval and nair force (ransport
groups. More than 45000 ROK
troops @re in the country.

The Australinne who were the
first eouniry after the Uniled
States to come to ke aid of the

Vietnamese now have spproxi

mately 8000 fighting men from

all three services engaged in
Vietnam, In addition Australia
i= commitied 1o several econo-
mic and =ocial assisiance proj-
ects tn heatith, education, agr-
culiure and public works,

Mew Zealand increased her
commitment this year with an
additional rific company. An
artillery battery, two rille com-
panies and o tri-service midical
team operale aloneside the alther
forces,

Thalland. by the end of this
vear, will increase the size of
her force five-fold with the
deployment of sn nfantry divi-
sion. The diviston will replace
the present Thal regiment.
Present Thai naval and air
[oree units will coantinue (o Gper-
ate, and the substantial commit-
menl of this nation will number
over 13,000 men

(Continwed on Page 16)

Az you begin your service in
Vietnam, you are joining with
military personnel and clvilion
technicians (rom mations in @
Free World tenm dedicated to
pzsigting the people of South
Vietnam 6 resisi aggression.

The enemies of the Republic
of Vietnam are the Hanoi con-
trolled forces which are invading
its borders and attempting to
underming its authority. These
enemy forces are swaorn o
destroy the South Vietnamese
military and government, to dis-
credit them in the eyes ol the
warld, and o impose on the Viet-
namese people an aulhoritaran
povernment not of their own
choosing. Your reason for being
here is to defeal those [orces

Your task is both varied and
difficult, for you must nol ooly
be prepared to defeat the enemy
by force of arms, but you must
also participaie to the greatest
degree possible in helping the
Vietnamese build a strong na-
tion, capable of taking its right-
ful place in the community of
free nniions,

Commander’s Message

Your tour in Vietnam will be
g challenge, bhat, as in the case
of all genuine challenges, Hs
sccomplishment will give you
the real eatisfaction of a job well
done. [ take this opporfunity to
sk you to work hard to assist
in accomplishing our goals and
1o tell you that your nation will
honor your efforts.

CHEIGHTON W. ABRAMS
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USARV Units Flght Ground War

Seven U.S. divisions carry the

fight to the enemy. supply to friendly forces, The Defense Groups, and the many tals, port facilities, ronds,

The 1st Infantry Division, 1st Cavalry Division, command's force of 6000 re- medal ed o th , airfields, pipelines and

Infantry, 9th ilninnh'.'.:. 25th Inﬁntm the Americal D:vt: g:imm ;mhtm more than ltlulll.:'th! mﬁihﬁﬁ :mra;:c;rm for everything
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USARV's '\"l!lmimzie Coun-
is the Army ol the Re.
of Vietnam, or ARVN,

Ehlr.h Iu :Elnhud inta  four
OrFps  J0Ci with geogra
boundaries from the Demﬁ::
rized Zone (DMZ) in the North
to the Deliz of the Meko
River in the South. USAR

Artillery

The 108th Artillery Group has
coptral of all ithe artillery units
in the m&mlmn of the
country. it plsewhere
'lhrw?honx Vietnam are the
23d, 53d, Sth and 97th Artillery
Groops. The #7th Group is the
Army's first air defense missile
outfit to be deployed in a com-

bat zone, and
with the HAWK m.unﬂznqs:uﬁ:f

Aviation Supports Battle
There are 3B00 Army air

2 Pacific Stars & Stripes

Amtamel?mnutu ist Signal Brigade work at

other Free World Military decorated because of their ac- .
Forces, From Dong unuaﬁiuu.m-m“ m' by the 4ith
the Mekong Delta mimn its w‘ m‘“”"‘ 5 help is no more than 15 minates

I, i away, by alr, at one of the 17
operates networks t support of combat opera- T tith
more than 3.600 tions, escort of VC suspeets, peoviop, Operaied s 4ih,
pe and data eir- sical  security, f hﬂlﬂmﬂrmwﬁlﬂmd

Srecil Form S 2 B B o, v, e st
teams of the Sth Active civic affairs program. In American milltary

Farces Group have  Engineers Are Builders xoi, AP as Sy
throughout the Republic  Army engineers in Vietnam Is responsible for the
letnam, The “Green Ber- — 35,000 strong — have and administrats “.’ﬁ’mﬁ
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E'ﬂum e , End the Ist
operates mare
than 2.0 [ixed pnd rotary
wing aircrafl. Brigade unlis
fiy & varlety of missions, rang-
ing from tactical eombat as-
sauli, direct fire support, aeri-
al reconnaissance and surveil-
lance, med-evocs and
lifis to cargo hauls. The r t
Jlsin: been mme mil-
of ir 10,5354
Viet Cong killed and a m;
I:Erlnwi 564,929 twons of

ihe " firepower “‘ﬁ"a{w

the heavy lilt capability of the
Skycrane (CH34) and the Ute
(UIN) command aircraft have
all been added ta the 15t Avia-
tion Brigade.

Lomistics C i

The largest single [n-country
unit is the i=t Logisileal Com-
mand with 50,000 men. The
command provides the naces-
sary support required for com-
bat operstions of more than
500,000 US. and allied soldiers.

Some 50,000 tons of ammuni
tion, 90 milllon gallons of petros
leum products and 14 million

rations are part of the monthly Tanks und machanized infoniry move sut to trap Viet 'l'.'nnn and NVA troopa,




| FFV Operates
In Il Corps Zone

I Field Force. Vieinam, has &
record of impressive accomplish-
ments since itz activation in
Vietoam in Auguet 1905, Initially
established as Task Foree Alfa,
its originol mission was o ex-
grcise opersfional comirol over
US. Army ond Free World
Forces in Vietnam. This was
sgon altered, and it now ex-
ercises operational control over
U5 and Free Worid Forces In
1 Carps.

Since August 1865, U.S., HOK
ard ARVN troops I IT Corps
Tartical Zones have made signif-
jcant progress in taking the in-
itiative Irom the North Viet-
namese and the Viet Cong, con-
ducting operations in areas long
under the domination of enemy
forces,

Facing, for ihe most part,
Morth Vietnamese Army unlis,
and operating in the largest
corps. ares in South Vieinam
(Il Carps comprises 45 per cenl
of the country's land mass) 1
FFV's fighting elements have
met end rapidly defeated the
best of the smemy's forces,

Vital Highway 18 for months
has been troveled from  Qui
Khon to An Ehe and Pleikn with
litile difficulty. And along the
eoasi, vehicles travel daily over
Highway 1 between Phan Rang
and Bong Son without the need
for specisl precautiens. In ad-
ditton to achieving increased
freedom of movement for both
the South Vietnamese and Free
Warld Forces, [ FFV units more

tly have succeeded in
freeing critical geographical
areas [rom terrovistie Viet Cong
camtral,

The major tactical unils, pres-
ently opersting under the opera-

tional control of | FFV Head-
quariers, which, with their sup-
porting units - have successiolly
implemented this strategy, are
the 4th Infontry Division, the
1Tird Alrborne Brigade, and the
Ird Batialion, 508th Infaniry
which iz a baltalion task force
from the 101st Airborne Divi-
sian.

Proud of its own [ighting units,
I FFY remains but a part of
the three-pronged overall effort
in I Corps Tactical Lone.

Republic of KEorea (ROK) Field
Foree umits — the Capital
(Tiger} Infantry Divislon and
the Sth (White Horse) Infantry
Division — have served wilh
digtinction in  Vietnam. They
hove demonstrated their prowess
not only on the battlefield but
also in the hamlets and villages,
where they have been ahle to
help their fellow Asians in do-
pumbered tasks

ARVN Il Corps iroops them-
selves have shown the enemy
that he has no chance of finding
a soft adversary in this war

Troops of the US. Army's 4th
Infantry Division, the 17ird Air-
borne Brigade, and the st Cav-
glry Division, along with ARVN
forces, in some of the bhloodiest
fighting of the war puniched the
foe heavily in the fortified hills
ringing Dak To. More than 1,400
enemy iroops died in three
weeks of vicious combat.

Regional Forces (RF) and
Popular Forces (PF) of 1l Corps
Tactical Zone also have demon-
strated their fighting ability. In
the Tet offensive the muajority of
the snemvy killed in the coastnl
province of Khanh Hoa were
gliminpted by RF/FF lorces.

Infanirymen whirl inte action as enemy sniper fire shatters the air in Kentum during Tet.

Enemy Pressed Hard

Il FFV Fights In The South

Il Field Foree, Vietnam was
organized early in 19688, The
forces it confrols have hit the
Viel Cong and the North Viet-
namess regulars whare 1L hurts,
and they have depleted enemmy
forces throngh combat snd by
the Chisn Hol (Open Arms)
Program.

The U.5. Army combat uniis
in the II1 and IV Corps Tactical
Zones, fighting under the opera-
tional control of IT Field Foree,

Provisiona
Corps Area

The newest command in Viet-
nam Iz Headguarters, Provl-
sional Corps, Vietnam. Located
in the I Corps Tactical Zone
{CTZ) in the northern prov-
inces, this command exercises
opeérational econtrol over the
10ist Airborme Division, the 1si
Cavalry  Division, the 196th
Light Infaniry Brigsde gnd the
firepower of the 108th Artillery
Group, The Americal Divislon
also operates in the I Corps
CTZ, but the major part of thai
divizsion is under the control of
the III Marine Amphibious
Farce.

Because of their nearmess Lo
the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ),
ihe men of fthese unilts have
scen considerable action since
the first of the vear — especial
Iy during and following the Tet
aitacks and the occupation of
the Imperial City of Hue. Units
of the Provisional Carps Viet
nam were instrumental in e
liewing the ciege of Khe Sanh
during Operation Peguzus, mmd
kave since cleared the A Shau
Valley which the VC were using
as g major supply and infilira-
tion routse

The pacification progrum has
been successful [n assisting the
Government af Vietnam In
doubling the amount of terrl-
tory undor it comtrol in the
I Corps CTZ. This progress has
been the result of initiative and
a joint cffort by Vietnamese
snd American armed forces.

Vietnam, include thres divisions,
an armored cavalry regiment
and a light infantry hﬁfide.

Flements of the §th n:!’nnhI
Division have teamed up wi
the” U8 Navy-in - the.rice-cich
Mekong Delta to form the unigue
Mobile Riverine Force (MRF).
The troops live aboard barracks
ships and their artillery is
mounted on The MRF
moves easily in the canal-laced
Delta stulking and siriking the
VC in places he has considered
safe for yoars.

The 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment is one-of-a-kind in
Vielnam and has proven that
armor has a significant role
throughout Vietnam., Working
closely with ARVN units, the
famed Blnck Horse Regiment
provides a quick, maneuverahle
fighting force in the TII Corps
Taetical Zone.

The 25th Infantry Division of-
ten works closely with the 1st

Infantry Division, nicknamed the
“Big Hed One,” and the ARVN
forces in the grea. In operations
completed since the first of the
fur. more thsn 6200 VC have
allen before the men of the
15th. Operation Sarategs, which
incloded metion doring Tet,
counted for more than 3.B00

enemy

The 23d and Sdith Artillery
Groups, the 13th Aviation Group,
Eoginer Biigade provids Asy

er a prov ey
support to combat elements of 1T
Field Force. Also lending & heip-
ing hand iz the 1st Ausiralian
Tesk Force which iz under the
operational control of II Field
Foree.

An area of 10,000 sguare miles,
the IT1I CTZ has always been ex-
tremely important to the Viel
Cong. Since allied forces have
taken the initiative from the VC,
the enemy has been denied the
victories he has soughi
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1st “Log"” trocpers keep vilal supplies moving.

Pacific Stars & Stripes 3




‘Gratis’

All Letters Fly
First Priority

All letter mall is afr lifted from
the West Coast to EVN. In Viet-
nam, only “Combat Essentials™
receive a higher priority of
movement than personal letiers,
post cards, and sownd-recorded
comumcations (tmpea). When-
ever possible, such mail is
moved with combat essentials.

Free Mail Authorized

Members of the US. Armed
Forces in Vietnam, or con-
tiguous watérs, mre entitled to
free mail service for personal
letters, post cards, and sound-
recorded communicstions

arganization and APOSFPO. In
addition to the aforementioned,
the word "“free’ must appear
on the portion of the envelope,
post card, or tape, that iz usual-
iy reserved [or stamps.

Parcels Alrlifted

Effective Jon, ¥, 1988, a new
category of parcels was author-
ized by Public Law. This type of
parcel  ldentified ms “PAL™
{Parcel Alriift). will not exceed
3 pounds in weight or 68 inches
in eombined lengih and girth,
mailed at or addressed o an

(tapes), Letter mail from Viet-
nain is given siriilt service o
and within the United States:
To take advantage of thls frec
mall privilege, the  addressor
{#ender) portion of the envelope
must reflect the member's
pname, rank, service mpumber,

Be Prepared
No Space-'A’

1.5, servicemen returning to
Vietnam [rom compassionate
leave In the Stites should be
prepared o buy @m  airplane
ticket.

Both Travis Alr Force Base,
Calif., and MecGuire Air Force
Base, N.J., in the past have re-
ported that space available trav-
¢l has been difficult 1o obtain,

Although many flighis leave
kiith bases lor overseas destine-
tions, the sespts mre filled with
either replacements or olhers
traveling in a duly siafus.

Transportation coordinaiors at
the ports will not permii a serv-
jceman to siand by for space
avallahle passapge after his leave
ferminates.

A man with insufficient funds
for & ticket to Vietnam must re-
port 1o the nearesi triansporia-
tion officer. An amirplane licket
may be sopplied, but the cosi
subsequently will be deducted
from his pay.

armed forces post office, pire-
paid at the domestlc surface
parcel posi rates plus & $1 sur-
charge nre also entitled to air
leanspéirtation, on o  space-
i'll'.ll._‘.l.h.bl basis, from affice of
origin to proper APO/FPO porl
of embarkation for onward dis-
paich to APOYFPO unit.

Customs Exemptions

Members of the Armed Forces
of the U.5. and other authorized
users of the Military Postal Ser-
vice are authorized customs ex-
empHions. A customs exemption
is allowed on bona fide gifts,
purchassd on the economy, the
Hlut" of which does not exceed

g,

A much larger customs diuty
exemption is auihorized only to
members of the. U5  Armed
Forees assigned to Vietnam, or
contiguous walers. This same ex-
emption applies when on RER
in other countries, as patienis
in. hosplials, on TDY, or while
in trunsit to ar from Vietnam as-
sighment. This exemption ($50)
is applicable only on ilems of
merchandise purchased m ar
through agencies of the Armed
Forces of the United States,
Unlike the $10 exemption, this
exemption k& appleable o the
first %50 of aggregate retuil
value, in thé country of mailing,
regardless of the toial retml
value of the article maltled. For
example, an article with a re-
taul valoe of $200 Il subject to
duty an §150 anly,

Voice Bridge To States
A Link With Hometown

Project ““Call Home,”™ s com-
mercial telephone service be-
iween Republic of Vietnam and
the Western Hemisphere serves
85 an elecironic bridge which
spans the Pacific Jor the U.S.
serviceman s0 that he is in
touch with home often in less
than an hour's time,

The approach to the hridge be-
ginz at various USD clubs, posts,
and hospitals throughout the Re-
public of Vietnam, then 1o the
Salgon US0, 118 MNpguyen Hue
(pronounced Wen Way) and ter-
minates in the USA, Canada,
Mexico, Alaska and Puerin Rico,

The switchboard s open on
g H hour basis and is staffed
by American-supervised, Eng-
It.l.:h-z.pen.i.ing Vietnamese operda-
0TS,

The calls are limited 1o a mini-
mum of three minutes snd 3
maximum of five minutes and
may be placed either pre-paid ar
collect. The rates are §13.20, tax
included, collect (or 1427 pias-
ters pre-paldy for three minuies.
to 341 collect {or 2378 pionsters
pre-paid) for five minutes, Calls
to the U5, Cannda and Puerin
Rico may be cilhér —paid or
collect, but, calls to Mexico and
Alasks musi be pre-paid in pias-

ters. The rates are higher for
these sreas, ranging from 1,773
piasters for three minutes to 2.
85 pimsters for five minuics.

With the exception of priority-
handled emergency calls, all
requasis are put through on a
“frst come-first serve” basis.
Pre-paid eally are payable only
in piasters, Callers should bear
in mind that the Esstern Stan-
dard Time Zone is 13 hours be-
hind Saigon, A call ploced here
Monday morming i being re-
eevived in New York the previous
Sunday evening.

During the Eastern Daylight
Saving Time period, April 30
through the last Sunday m Octo-
ber, the time lapse is cut to 12
hours. The time lapse between
Salgen and other 1.5, times
zones may be calculated by sub-
tracting the dilfereoce in hoors
E:rwut-n them and the Easiern

one,

The serviceman may alsa con-
tact home by using the Military
Affilinte Hadio Syetem (MARS),
There are &5 of these stations
operating in ihe command.

The cost of ealls placed thren
a MARS station d ds on
distance of the station
in the U.5. recelving the ecall to
the p%lazc the serviceman is call-
ing. For example, 3 mon calling
Los Angeles whose call Is re-
ceived by a MARS siation in
that city can expect the person
accepling his call to pay only
the local telephone zone charge.
However, when a8 eall 5 made
to & rural area having no nearby
MARS station, the telephane
charge will be the actual tele-
phone company rate from the
receiving MAHRS station to the
recipient. Calls placed over the

MARS notwork are ble anly
afn the receiving E:ul:i_lyn
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Leathemecks :ﬂl.lilll.lll'f pofral ke eping olert for ony movement.

From the defense of the de-
militarized zone to the conduct
of ‘BgEressive operotions pgainst
Viet Cong in central and =outh-
ern villapes, the story in South
Vietpam's morthern five prov-
inces, known ms I Corps, has
been one of progress.

The US. Marine alr-ground
feam, designated I Marine
Amphibious Force (1 MAF),
together with its supporting ele-
ments, other US. farces, coop-
erating allies and Vietnamese
forees, has every ene-
my threal while expandmg its
inlluvence inlo the hinterland.

The Marines wers Ltmiul:l io
advisory duties with the Viet-
nemese Marine Corps [rom
1854-1862. This role changed In
April, 1062, when a helicopter

wirm was sent (o 50¢ Trang

] hz]p train snd support (he
Vietnemese Alr Foree,
Brigade Arrives

Mearly three years laier, the
Bth Marine Expeditionary Bri-

ade landed at Da Nang on

rch 8, 1865, It was one of the
first of the combal forces to
come 1o Vietnam during the
US. bulldup The following
manth, il was augmented by the
ird Mnrine Div. Headguariers
and one battalion. In May, an-
other battalion acrived st Chu
Lal, preceding air unils,

By mid-fall, air, ground and
su g units of all types lad
swilled I MAF to 84000 men
positioned mostly in Da Nang,
Chu Lai (55 miles south), Fhu
Bal (45 miles north of the Da
Nang headquarters) aml a num-
ber of scattered bul imporiant
auflying posts.

At that time, the Marines con-
trolled 248 =quare miles conlain-
ing B villages and 7700 Viet-
namese, A2 of Decomber, 1967,
more than 200 square miles
were within the Hrine gres
and 218 villeges were pacified,
The free population numbered
almost 1300000, while another
500000 people were in uwreas
considered 8 per cent pacified.

1 MAF Mission

The mizslon of the I Marine
Amphibious Forece is ‘to assist
the South Vielnamese in defest-
Ing the enemy and to help baild
Lhe natlon, This i accomplished
by def the maoin base
areas, destroying the NVA ond
main force VO, uprooting the
communist infrasirocture
conducting vigorous civil oper-
ations and revolutionary devel-
opmientl support programs.

At the twurn af the year, 1T
MAF strenpth siood at aboot
76,008, Since 1965, moves were
made from Da Nang, Chu Lai
and Phu Bai inle Due Pho,

Quang Tri, Ehe Sanh and the
famed Leatherneck Square —
Con Thien, Cam Lo, Gio Linh
and Dong Ha.

Combat nctlens in T Corps
number 180 batialion or larger
size operations, close 1o 310,000
smaller unit patrols and 115,000
ambushes. Total loszes to the
enemy inclode almost 30,000
confirmed killed, 2500 detained
and 4000 weapons (aken Ma-
rine @ircraft have been credited
with more than 130,080 fixed-
wing sorfies and about | million
helicopter missions,

Division Area

The 3rd Marine Div., hesd-
quartered st Dong Ha, operates
in the northernmost provinces.
It was recently beefed up by ele-
mﬁ:lg h'fd the 1st Marins Ilh;i
W muqnl;ned wesl an
south of Da Nang. The 1st Ma-
rine Aifcrafl Wing jet fighter,
tran=port and helicopter units
fly from Da Nang, Dong Ha,
Quang Tri, Phu Bai, Chu Lad
and Marble Mouninin — any-
where an alrstrip ean be cut
or a helicopter pad sited. Force
Logistic Command, northwest of
Da Nang., procures and-delivers
supplies and equipment through-
ot [ Carps.

In parinership with the Ma-
rines are 30,000 regular Vielnam-
eze Army lroops, 20,000 of the
Regional Forces: and 35000 of
the Popuiar Forces. Other or-
ganizallons in the area inclode
the 18,000 men af the Maval Sup-
port Activity Da Nang, the 30th
Construction Hegiment (5 e a3
bees), 7000 members of the Alr
Force 366th Tactical Fighter
Wing, a number of Army Spe-
cial Forces advisers and, in the
southern provinces, the Army's
Americal Dhivision and the 2ad
Korean Marine Brigade.

Helping To Rebaild

Oace villages and hamiets are
cleared of puerrillas snd se-
cured, cvil operations snd re-
volulionary  development sup-
ﬁﬂ |I:FD EME  Arg Elﬂ.rlFi].

ST p rebuild the econom-

qnn.ui end political life aof
1J:u: people. The nation-wide el
wil apd mJ]Jt&_r:.' PrOETHrm s sup-
ported by military civie action
effores.

Marines realize thal (o ensure
success In the war they must
not anly free the people bot also
win thelr hearils trust. Un-
told thousand=s of individual asts
of kindness have heen recorded
a5 have well orgmnized, practi.
cal unil civic action programs
which reach inte every village
amd homlet,

By the [nll of 1867, almost 4.5
million pounds of food and 150
tons of clothing had been dis-

tributed and more than 3.5 mil-
lion persons had recelved medi-
cal or dental treatment from
Navy doctors and leams of
COrpsmen.
uch of the linancial backing
and materials for civie action
comes from individuals in
Ameriea or from cluobs and or-
tions. The Marine Corps
esearve Civic Action Fund
warking through CARE [acili-

tieg furnishes much needed ma-

terinh_

Lmdmnkﬂﬂ h:r Erﬁhn <
ecers and Seabees. They h.i?n

'huilt or reboilt more than 100
sl:hnnl_-.mﬂ clossrooms and 100
olher ildings such as dispen-
saries and churches,

The Seabses and Engineers
have completed more than 50
bridges, 130 wells and more than
1.0M  dwellings. In addition,
dams, playgroands and brick-
yards have been constructed,

Less spectacular bot equally
important programs  distribute
and promote the use of such
thing= as kits for school chil-
dren, agricultural implements,
midwife kits and sell-help kits
for blecksmiths, carpenters and
masons, Farmers are being giv-
en additional help in rice cul-
ture and crop diversification.
Others are being trained in new
arts and crafis.

Dpe recent innovatlon is the
Gen. Walt Scholarship Fund

Maorine runs lo loke enemy position under fire.

1l MAF Story Cites Progress

which will aid moere than 50
worthy bul needy scholars. To
counteraci 8 continuing  local
“dropout’ problem — a result
of schooling ecosts and family
needs for additional !a.rrd.:s
or — money was allocat
rom the USMCR-CARE [und
for scholarships.

Individually, It Iz not much—
limited to 500 or 1,000 plasters a
month—bat it pays for lunches,
bus fares, books or tuition for
many who would otherwize be
working in rice paddies or tend-
ing water buffalo,

Bright Spot Ciied

One bright spot in the I
MAF operstionz is the success
of the Combined Action Pro.
gram. Thiz is & rice-roots plan
wherein  Marines  team  with
militia-like Popular Forces to
live, work and fight In the
sirategic rural areas.

In two years, the program hu
grown from ono
ticn Platoon (CAP)Y ta 114. T‘n.h
pist summer, 1,300 Marines
were fovolved and now more
than 2000 are tn CAPs. The
CAP mission parallels that of
IIT MAF bul on m Jocal lewel

Normally, 14 Marines and a
Navy hospitalman join with 30

USMC
PHOTOS

Popular Force soldiers to form
a CAP. Compounds and lortifi-
cations, lormerly on hamletl out-
skirts, have been moved into the
populated areas, This enables
the CAP to give the peopls
more ald and, In turn, gain
maore of their trust and coop-
eration.
MNew CAP: Esiahlished
New CAPs recently have been
psiablished on the frontiors —
west of Khe Sanh, southwest of
Duc Pho, at the west end af
“Happy Valley,” ond south
from g Tri, glong the old
“Street Without Jay.™

ing withdrawn from several
CAPs near Da Nang snd Cho
Lai where the PFs are suffi-
clenily trained to proiect and
pontinue pacilication on  their

W,
The ss of 1 Corps and
11 can be seen also in the

imcregsing number of VO whao
have joined the Chieu Hol (Open
Arms) program.

Over 100 who rallisd to the
South Vietnamess governmeni

have become “Eit Carson”
scotts and are invaluable In
rnutmg oul hi places, sup-

points ely ambush

EH.E'.- ul their n'id comradies.
Within the IIl MAF area,
more than 500,000 refu have
fled VC domination. have
settled in long-secure arcas bt
dlmost 300,000 have moved inio
17 new camps and villages.

Machine gunner lays down base of fire while preparing ta clear villoge of enemy resisiance.
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Foe Pays Toll To RV

Boasting more than H15,000
men under arms, including Ci-
vilinn Irregulsr Delonse Group
(CIDG) and the National Palice,
the Republic of Vietnom Armed
Forces (RVNAF) have expcied
a greater foll of the enemy than
have other Free World Forces
—and they have paid o greater
prioe,

In the last five yeurs the
HVNAF hove suffered well over
60,000 combat dead. South Viet-
numese troops in the [lrst
maonths af 1867, killed aimost
4100 enemy and lost a litile
over B0 combal desd. This
record estifies in the greatly
imereased skill and the courage
of the Vielnamese fighting man.

Small Unit Action

Most of the HVNAF toll of the
enemy |8 nof the result of large
unii activnyg. The Regional
Forces (RF) ond Popular
Foarces (PF) units stationsd in
the lonely ouiposis have  ac-
counted for well over half of
the tofal enemy killed by the
RVNAF.

Thege unsung heroes of the
Vietnam War protesi the small
hamleis agminst VL lerrorisis,

Most of the HVNAF wictories
have gone unheralded bul there
have been many spectnculsr
successes  during 1867, Faollow-
ing are lsted just a few;

Lien Ket 81

In Februsry, during Opera-
fion Lien Kot B conduocted in
Quang Ngai Provinee, AHVN
Airborne mnd 2nd Division In-
fantrymen supparied by US.
fiir power [killed S enemy,
COMUSMACY cited the units
for one of the greatest victories
of the war. ARVN losses were
54 killed

In May 1867 elements of the
ist ARVN Division, airborne
and armored cavalry units
killed 383 and 353 respectively
in Operations Lam Son 5 and
Lam Som 5. Lam Son 54, con-
ducted with the U.S. Operatlons
Hickory amd Begu Charger as
the first Allied probe inta the

DMZ, sccounted for almost all
of the enemy loszes in that com
bined action. Total ARVN losses
for both aperafions wore £
killed,

In June 19657 ARVE Rangers,
RF, PF. armored cavalry ond
units of the 215t Inf, Div. eaurht
an enemy force In Phong Dink
Provinee in the Deltn and killed
0 VC In Operation Dan Chi
289/A, lesing only five In ‘the
fight.

Fewer In Division

The average ARVN  division
ha=s 34000 fewer men than a
U8 divigsion. In the pasi,
RVNAF has been armed with
alder models of weapons—espe-
cially the 30000 RF and FF
forces—and often counied on o
lesser amount of artllery and
alr support for ground actions

VNAF organizations
have le=s sophisticated commu-
nieations systems and a muoch
smeller omount of orgeaie
transporiation.

However, plans bave been
maile to begin modermiration of
the ARVN in 1868

Regulars Total 340,000

The designation RVNAF in-
cludes the Popular Forces and
Regional Forces and the Regu-
lir Forces, The Regular Forees
number about 340000 the FF
o] RF slightly less than that
ligure. Regular Forces include
the Army of the Repoblic of
Vietnam (ARVN), the Vielnam-
eéze Navy (VNMNavy), the Viet-
namese Alr Foree (VNAF). the
Marine Hrigade and the Wom-
en's Armed Forcesr Corps
{WAFC).

The National Police, CIDG,
and the Armed Combat Youihk
make up the balinee of thosa

srms. The armed forces
are headed by the Joint General
Staff (JGS).

Regular Uniis
The ARVN—ar regular units
—consists of 10 infantry divi-
sions and separate infantry, mir-
borne, ranger and armored

RF/PF Fight VC

Regioml Fnr:ﬂ and Fopular
Forces, ar “Hulf* Puff™ ax
they are often calied, fight a
major share of the war in Viet-
nam af the rice-roots level. The
commander, USMACV, has re-
ferred to them an “the vanneer
brothers of the Vietnamese
Army."

Comprising almost 50 per cent
of the RVNAF, Popular Forces
are In all of the couniry's 217
districts. Hegional Forces are
i all bul five.

More than 4,000 T'F plaioons
defend willages and hamlets,
guard key Installations and El:l
vide security for officials. Bet-
ter than 900 Regional Force
companies perform the same
type of duties al the districl
lewel,

The effecliveness of these zol-
diers has besn solidly  estab
lished and the hravery of many
RE/PF uniis has become Je-
gendary. Isolated umits af the
RF/PF, with an sulomatic rifls
ag their heaviest weapon, have
repelled many of the VO s
saniis ot their positions,

Hecruited I

The Regionnl Forces are re-
cruited locally and operaie un-
der the province (sectur) chief—
or, more often, under ihe dis-
trict {subsector) chief.

The Popular Forees ore re-
cruited a1 village level, aperats
under NCOs responsible to the
village chiel and are normally
Emplﬂrﬂ! only in the local Arva.

& Pacific Stars & Siripes

The HF/PF are voluntesr ar-
izations, farbidden to recruit
ralt-age men. They operale
thelr own tralning centers and
have quolas to Ml for ARVN
schools and centers.

Logistical suppori i= provided
by an ARVN-supporied admin-
istraetive and direct support [og-
isfical company essigned o
ench =ector.

Low Pay Scale

The PF hns the lowes! pay
scale in the Vielnamese armed
forces. A PF privale, with a
wife and two children, is paid at
& Mat rate ol 240 plasiers per
maonth regardiess of area of as-
signment. An ARVN private,
wilth the same nomber of de-
pendents, is given 3,680 pinsters
in pay and allowances for fight-
ing in the Delta.

Families live with PF, ihar-
ing  their fortified positions by
building ihelr homes alongside
them. During allacks, the wom-
#n pass ammunition, man the
radios and even, on occasion,
take up arms with the men.

The RF light infantry com-
pany has 123 men, its henviest
wespon is the Gdmm mortar, In
addition, M river boal compa-
nies in III and IV Corps are
uiid for movemest of troops
and supplies snd for medical
evacuntion missions.

American advisers fo the
RF/PF arc assigned at nation-
al, corps, division and prov.
ince levels.

Warriors

Four lecally recruited Popular Forces soldiers prepore fo mee! an anemy assault,

umnits. The ARVN usnally is em-
ployed in mearch-amd-clear op-
erulions mgeinst VO and NVA
mizin force units. Many of the
ARVYN battalions ore engaged
in or are training for Hevolu-
tlopary Development missions,
The ARVN also provides secu-
:‘I-;}‘ for key arens and installa-
Hons,

Similar To U.S. Army

The srmy's iraining, equip-
ment gnd operations are pat-
terned after those of the TS,
Army. The types of units are
identified by the color of thelr

berets — for exomple, maroon
for the rangers scarlet far
airborne,

The school system includes
the Nationa] Militmry Academy
st Dalat which trains regular
officers for all services; the
Command and General Siaff
College, niso at Dalal; the Re-
serve Mficer's School at Thu
Due; and a namber of branch
and trade schoals.
hTﬂllﬂmt crnters  include the

rgrﬂ,. al Quang Trung, for in-
dividual training, four national
unil iraining centers and two
rl.nger CEnlers,

U5, MACV advisers work
with all AR¥N forces down o
battalion level and, In some
}"-Bl;ﬂ. all the way 1o company
evel,

Vietnamese Novy

The Vietnamese Navy con-
sizty of the Fleet Command, the
Coastal Greups and the River
Aszault Groups. The Navy is
alse responsible for the Rung
Sat Special Zone, between Sai-
gon and the sea.

Since itz inception, the Navy
has grown t0 8 force of maore
than 16,0600

The Fleet Cammand in Sai-

FL‘H‘I ﬂrru:a out the pal.ru]]ing

and minesweeping op-

erations. Craft assigned to the

command inclode patral boats,

gunboats, landing ships and
MinEEFWeepars,

Coast Patrolled

A total of 28 coastsl groops
dre under control of four coast-

il one n.m.‘l two river zone com-
mander These are
lrnm I'urmzr ramilitary

*“junk now rporated
in the H vy and assigned the
mission of preventing enemy in-
filiration by sea.

River Assault

The task of the 13 River As-
sault Group (RAG) unils is o
provide naval forees for inland
walerway operations, including
combat lift, patrol escort and
logistical and gunfire support.

Advisers from MACV serve
with all Vietnamese Navy units.

k-

The Vietnamese Mprine Bri-
gade, an §,000-man organizstion
under the confrol of the Joint
General Staflf, includes Infaniry
and combat support units and
usyally serves s the element

in RSBV

: ¢ Vielname=e Air Force iz
playing &n in r
role in the war. The m
about ene-fifth of the incountry
missions and rticipatea in
sirikes over orth  Vietnam.
The WNAF is composed of [ive
factical wings, an air logistics

trafning

wingundanltr cen-
Freedom Fighters
A siriking addition to fthe

VHNAF wos made June 1, 1067,
when the Hepublie received a
squadron of F.5 Freedom Fight-
mlrnmthuﬂ.ﬂ.'l‘hc&gﬂ-
pable of speeds up to 1,
dre bolstering i
e
lorce is
with A1H, C47, 0-1, CH-H and
U-17 mireralt, lihllbmhin:.
close support, TECONDEiREINCE,
transport and psy-war capabili-
Iy.

Air Force Advisers
TU.5. Air Force adviser teams
from MACV work at all eche-
lummllhnm'ﬁmrnndﬂhm
company i during opera-
tional missions.

Senior mlm odvisor to the ARVN 21st Division's Ranger Battalion fords stream with men.
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The Vietnamese Practice Ancient Customs

custome nnd traditions
pncﬁr::-d by the people of the
Republic of Vieloam, where you
are a puest during vour tour
with the Free Wiorld Foroes,
may be traced back through
many centuries.

The Vietnsmese paople are
pourtesus, patient, senstive nnd
quiet. To gel along with them
well and (0 mix with them easi-
Iy mnd eourteausly, it 1§ Impor-
tont to gain an understanding
of their way of life.

It is absolutely crocisl thal
Americon servicemen bhegin
guickly to cultivale an aware-
ness of the Vielsamese culture
and an gppreciafion for the as-
pirations of the people. The lime
to begin is now!

Briefly, here fre some of the
besic “dos™ and “don’ts™ when
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unless 1 b5 asked for; respoct
those alder than vourself

The Yietnamese practice these
rules of etiguette much more
stringenily than Americans amd
violations of them are regarded
serinasly.

Examples Clled

There are some taboos the
Virinamese feels not only off-
end him but aldo his family and,
perhzps, even his ancestiors.

Nover pat anybody on the head
and never cress your legs o0
thal vour fest point towards
anyone of to a shrine. These two
are based on the philosophy af
humilistion und veneration.

It is a pood rule to aveld gre-
gnrioos “convention™  MARRETS
in Vietnam. One shoold not of-
for w shake hands opnless the
Yicinamese does 5o lirst. Do oot
be a back-slapper.

Vietnamese do nol permit use

of first names lightly. Call sach
by his ttle, or the proper
form of polite oddress. In-

cidentally, when writing a Viet-
?ﬂ:.inuu name, spell it-oul in

Beware 0§ Gesiures
Gestures are & “booby-trap™
for Americans in Vietnam. Each
g:zru.ra has sa many varintions

ween oar intent and a local

ﬂelim% lﬂtufpd‘mﬂllm 1:]:1 1.1-_11_::

arise unwitiingly. &

Trule 15 1o save “hand and

arm signals” for strictly all-
American use.

Rules at the dining table are
fairly familtar. For example, do
not est until the cldesi present
has started DI:D nﬂ l:ﬁin the
5 tter but e@n ¥our
nm repaying the hos-
pltality of 8 Vietnamese, do not
take him to a “hamburger jola™
gven if the food is better rhun
l:he “alite eatery” down

# this instance, :I:tn: is

hdmml.tn;wﬂhn\fle:
namese downtown, lollowed by
o dinner . does  not
mean & “dulch treat” over here.
The senior in age picks up the

tah.

I send gifts o o Viet-
nl.m-.i? send them to the chil-
dron if possible, Another taboo

Positive Attitude Built
Through Civic Action

1.5, military eivic action pro-
grame in the Republic of Viet-
pam demonstrate the veracity

who ssid, *
the world are not the exclusive
business of statesmen, Enmlr.u
and international offi
As an clement of the long-
notlon building concept,
m clvic action program
projects  help develop  pasitive
the Vieinamese
people in their identification with
the legal povernmeni of their
nation. i
Hundreds of communities, for

;ud.l.lmhmll!nr ﬁi ge-rsm-
villagers with the help of the
of Vietnam's Armed
Forces, US. ond Free World
troops,  Tons of food, clothing
and medical suplies are distri-
hltm! to needy communitics,
members of U8,
Inmu?dunurl conlribule
thousands of marthly to-
wards the needs of the Viei-

namoss,
The commander of U5 Mill-

tary Aullhnce Command Viet-
unu: safd, “Each (serviceman)
inﬂiw:iuil a participant
ln ‘the effort 1o build a nation.
An individonl Amerlcan who
ghares his C-rations with a Viet-
namese coonterpart . . . or who
ghows eoven the most rudi-
mentary Amerfcon courfesies.
is doing something towards
building the mutual respect so
pnecessary 1o our  American
rofe.""

Civic action is an extension
of every serviceman's role &8 &
diplomat, for the Yielnameze
will judge the US, by what they
goe in thoe conduct of her serv-
joemen.,

Vietnamese Need Help

Engaged in a life or death
struggle to resist  communist
domisation, the Sowth Vietnn-
mege need the help of all of
the Free World nations,

Con . the 1.5, and other
Free Wo natinns need  the
{riendship and trust of the Viel-
nameze.

Ko I goined =nd mich
may be lost through exhibitions
of erude and unruly behavior,
It iz parl of the U.S. sorvice:
man's responsibility os 8 mem-
ber of the civic action team to
behave with dignity and decency
at all times.

Each musi play a dual role—
that of serviceman and’ that of
diplomat representing the Uniled
States of America. It is part of
our- mission,

v mever send an odd number
of gifis, For exzsmple, twe candy
bors are more acceptable than
one box of candy.

Differences Endless

The labyminth of dilferences
between Eadt and Wesl winds on
endlessly. The basle variation
s one of degres, T]u:} are much

serving the amenities of life be-
cause they believe everything
is interrelated since the begin-
ning of time,

To break or mock these cul-
ture codes is io invite disgrace
and disaster by oifending God,
ancestors and Napture.

I the American sérviceman

Common eense, courfesy and
applicntion of the Golden Rule
will hilp him steer elear of dif-
ficuliios.

Those who comduct themselves
with dignity, compassion, humil-
iy ond integrity—basic com-
ponents of the Americin charac-
fer and creed since the birth
of our nallon—will always be

more formal and (raditional —
:-a:u.ggmt:-& i you will—in ob-

Who is the Viet Cong?

thinks before he speaks or aets,
he will SHVE UNNECEssAry grief. of the Vielnamese.

welcome as guesis in the hoose

Foe Mingles In Populace

Who is the Viet Cong?

He s a farmer in & rice paddy, sn old woman
in the markel place, & leensger on & bicvele, a
fisherman in & sampan. He Is Vielnamese, in-
distinguishahle from loyal Vietnamess except by
his actions.

He iz also a tourh fghter whersver he elecis
1o fight.

The VO inclodes hard core political eadre,
main force régular troops from the south, local
troops, part-time guerrillas and men, women and
children terrorized or deloded into helping.

Whether he is a South Vietnamese trained in
the North and then sent South, or someone
recrifted locally, the VT s 1old that be is fighting
to liberate Vietnam from Vietnamese traitors,
from American “aggressors™ and “imperinlizts"
and from coloninlism,

VO Aceepis Privation

The pverage VC is p peasant, sccesiomed io
privation and a bare extsience. He is subjecied io
continuous commimist indoctrination and surveil-
lance by political ¢adre and fellow cell members.

Behind the VC is an organization conirolled

_and supporied from Hanoi with the objective of

subfugating aft of Vietnam to the tvranny of com.

tunni:m

All direction ultimately comes from the Central
Committee of North Vietnam's Lao Dong (com-
mumni=) Plrt}r, From Its headguarters in H.unui,
the lines of control run o committees and cells
In South Vietnam's districts, villages snd hamlets,

The Central Office, South Vietnam (COSVN),
operafing under Hanol, is the highest VC he
quarters in the South, Under COSVN are six VC
military regions directing political and military

Bctions.
Basic Elemenis

Viet Cong forces, as separate from the Norith
Vietnamese Army, consist of the two basic ele-
ments of paramilitary and full military.

The paramilitary VC generally is a local civil-
inn, a part-iime soldier whose duties do not iake
him far from home,

He may be used ih village defense or to sup-
port regular forces in local operations., He has
little tralning, is armed with few and sometimes
gid modde| weapons and usually wears the pea-
sant’s black pajamas,

These are lorees which are generally identified
as guerrillas. Like classic guerrillas, they may

North Vietnaomese Hegular

live near their homes, to be peasanis by
day but Wking up arms at ni

Regional Forces

Viet Cong regional forces are full-time soldiers
bt not always wniformed. They rely mainly on
a tactics and depend on the lecsl prea for
ogistical support.
ﬂr:ﬂlitftmup: gre the VC maln force bat-
tafions. They may wear uniforms such as khaki
shorts and shirts, The black pajamas are their
f{atigue uniforms.
. Mailn force unils are |
from higher echelons, have better weapons amd
conduct operationg over a larger aren.

NYA Regulars

North Vicinamese Army units are regular
forces, distinetively uniformed. However, much
of the distinction between VC nnd KVA onits is
disappearing a5 VC units are recquipped nnd the
NVA replaces its losses with VC fillors and in-
creases ite cadre strength in the VC main force
umits.

The Viel Cong use terror as a calculated
weapon. Bombings, kidnappings, assassinations,
gabotage, harassing acticns—all are plonned and
executed with the goal of destroving government
contral and people into cooperation with
the ¥V,

The number of terrorists incidents remaing at
high lewels as government military pressure 8 pot
an the VC. Workers with the government's Rev-
oluttenary Development program and those who
hl.vrdd!ctad from the VC ranks are singled out
for special attacks.

Yital Distinction

It in vitally Important to the US. serviceman
to make the distinction between the VC and the
loyal Vietnamese who make up the overwhelming
majority of the peaple.

Careless mets that hurt the people who are
innovent civilians emlanger the supporl and loyval-
ty of this group to the legal government 1o
our military effort.

Present estimates pince the in-couniry enemy
strength at 207,000, in oll categories. my in-
filiration from Marih \'iﬂnnm has been estimated
to be 50007000 monthly.
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CORDS Acts On

Ope of the bipgest sell-help
programs in history 18 now go-
ing an o South Vietnam. [t is
designed to ensure that while
the people of the Hepublic of
Vietnam are fighting to liberate
their comniry they will also be
uble to estahlish a sinbhle demo-
ceratie government with an
economy under which all cit-
rens will be able 1o live better
than before.

To assist the Vieitnumese peo-
ple to accomplish these sims,
top U5, military and civilian
echelons have established a new
organization under the com-
mander, U.5. Milltary Assist-
ance Command.

This is CORDS, Civil Upera-
tions and Revolutionnry Devel-
opmeni Support of the govern-
ment of Viemam. Heading this
new organization as deputy to
COMUSMACY |8 Ambassador
Robert W. Komer, formerly a
special  assistant o Presideni
Lyndon B. Johnson;

As Ambsssador Komer pe-
cently stuied; this self-heip or
natbon-alletng program  has
been wariouzly called paciflea-
tion ar winming the hesriz and
minds of the people of South
Vietmam.

He added that both descrip-
tions Mt and encompass provi-
sion of security the people
so that they can develop iheir
democratic  instiutlons and
their economy.

CORDS Assisis, Advises

CORDS sssists in  plsnning
and advising the government of
Vieimam on all operations nec-
essary (o the building of the
siable governmenlt and wiable
ecopomy at the rice-rools, ham-
let lewel, Bui CORDS does not

“run”  the ms for the
Vietnamese, RDS  advises,
CORDS assists, CORDS ties in

ali the American ecopomic aid
tI:Fm and know-how to help

Vielnamese people accom-
plish the goals they have set
for themselyes,

Al orgenized only last
May, D5 has know-how, for
it has integrated all other agen-
gies that were [lormerly
gaged in U5 government mili-
tary and civillan support activi-
tes in Seuth Vielnam. This in-
cludes Em;vﬂ:inlg from military
clvie action te the US. Apency
for International Development
and encompasses people, money
and meterial.

Before there can be elther a
stable governmenlt or stable
economy in Vietnam there
musi, of course, be security for
the people. This 5 most defi-
mitely not, ond camnot be, an
exclusively American and Free
World Force responsibility.

Seli-Protection Force

The Vieinomess povernmenl
has recognized this and a “'self-
protection™ program is under-
way with 3 battalions of the
Vietnamese Regular Army and
thousands of Popular and Re-
glonal Foree members invalved.

As with much of the Hevolu-
tionary Development program
of the GGVN, iits rice roots are
in the more than 13,06 ham-
letz in this extensively agricul-
tural country where 85 per cent
of the people live in small raral
communities. These are the
communities that antil now
have been especially vulnerable
to stiscks by the Viel Cong.

Now there is an ever-stronger
network of security surrounding
theses hamlets. and I is essen-
tially Vietnamese security. In-
creaglng numbers of “ the ham-
lets have within® them a 39-
man Revalutionary, Develop-
menl beam, part of whose mem-
bers are the nucleus of the ham-
let's security [orces,

Local Milita
The BD group members are
armed and are itrained to
ferrel cut Viet Cong, But protec-
tion of the humlets is essentinl-
Iy a full-time job for the wil-
Imgers (hemselves. To that end
the Vietnamese have organized
Popular Forces, similar to local
militia, who are armed with
light weapons and have the re-
sponsibility of protecting the wil-
lnges.

These militiamen, some 150,
G} HI'-'!"E. live with thelr fami-
lies in their oulposts and also
provide protection for the RD
tezms, Incal officinis — always
a target for YC — and key in-
atatiations,

The same type of duty is per-
formed at the district level by
the more than 100,000 members
of the beiier-armed Regional
Forces stationed throughout al-
maost all South Vietnam. The

RF are employed also in local
military operations and
af the disiriel reserve,

To aid CORDS-assisted wnrt
ers in doing their jobs, 54

BEFVE

A Hoi Chonh works on o new well for his camp,
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A Regional Forces medical spe cialist helps homlet dwellers.

ions, about haif of the Vietnam-

e ilelg;ulnr Army, have been
o furnish more secu-

rity for the country’s rural pop-

wlation,

th.:mm:inqrmnd and maohile,

¥ conduct oergenized opera

tions and back up- the Pupl.lltr

and Forces in this all-

Vietnamese effort of n].bpm-

tection. and destructon of the

BACIRY.
Free World Actioas

United States lnd. other Free
World troops conduct their m
military r herrd the
destruction of the major VO
and NVA forces. Many of these
optrations are plonned o pre
vent the W€ and NVA from
even getting close io the ham-
lots and their valoable rice
fields and to deny the enemy
any form of Impressed assisi-
ance [rom maapower (o medi-

Concurrent with the opera-
tions of the Vietnamese security
forees is the necessity to de-
stroy the Viet Cong secret gov-
ernment throughout the Repub-
lic. This i3 a& mission of intelli-
gence agencies, the Special Po-
lice and the Police Field Force,
Assistance In training the police
is part of the COHDS public
salety program.

As it Is proved te the people
that their para-military forces
are there to stay in the hamlets
and are ahle to protect them,
they lose their fear thai the WC
will return and carry oot re-
prisals mgainst them for fur-
nizhing information and assist-
ance to the government of Viet-
nam. Thus, the tips flow to the
intelligence and police agencies
and the secrel Viet Cong Infras-
tructure in the hamlets in fr-
ther weakened,

RD Forges Ahead

With growing security and
lessening fear of VC terrorism,
Hevolutionary Development is
forging ahead.

RD program directly af-
fects the people of South Viet-
nam. It gives cauvse for the tre
mendous military, economic and
other ald programs through
which the US. is helping the
Vielnamese people.

Thvl:'ﬁuvnmmem of Vietnam—

people  themselves—
ha're recognized, accepled and
worked with American militery
snd civillan advisors. This can
be seen by the programming
scope of the six “operational™

divisions of CORDS ll:tl'il'll:lEI

Swcoessful Program

Chiew Hoi is essentially a
gram to induce ihe Viel (m
and North Vielnamese Army
members o enier the
of Vietnam fold. It has been in-
creasingly  successful and the
Hed Chanh, the returnes, is wel-
comed as a citizen of the Re-
public.

Anyone whe geve active sup-
port o the VC or NVA, volun-

or mot, is welcomed back

r the Chieu Hol program as
Inng s he returns voluntarily.
He may have been a hard-core
VC for years, or he may have
been a farmer impressed as an
ammunition bearer by the NVA,
but if he comes back on his
own—and more than 65, m hawve
done =0 since 1863—h= is a Hol
Chanh, a woluntary returnee,
eligible for amnesty and a re-
turn to nmormal lfe with his
family.

Chien Hol does far more than
reiurm a man—and- often  his
family—te citivenship, It de-
prives the enemy of s soldier
or worker, And the Hoi Chanh
have furmished intelligence
about the VC and NVA. Many
of them, in fact, have enlisted
in the armed forces of the South
Vietnamese,

Undermines VC Morale

Another benefit of the Chiew
Hol program hes been to under-
mine morale among the VC and
NVA When the word pets back
ta & VC that the Hol Chanh (s
well-treated, the enemy won-
ders il the unkept word of Ho
Chi Minh is worth [ghting, saf-
fering privation, or dying for
when hiz ersiwhile comrades
are being reated with decency
and dignity.

Hol Chanhs are not dumped
into rough camps and left o
Innguish. They are given job
training and are resefiled in
hamlets where jobz are avail-
able. They are given necessary
wellare services and are pro-
tected [rom the Viet Cong.

There are many reasons why
the VC rally to GWVN. {E:.'i:f
about familics they Jef
about y lefi Ireh-d.
loss of [aith in victory of the
VC, disillnsionment over unkept

promises and loss of falth in
the communist movement.

It is not only the low-ranki
whoe cames home
Officers

Ing In all
CastE, In_rmmt COTNITSnEL-
rate rank pnd experi-
ence iz sought,

ple.

Heart of much of CORDS’
terest, and foundation of the He—
ruluu'mn' Development con-
cept, I8 the RD team of 58
Vietnamese. These sre young
people who have volunteered to
work in the provinces after
training to help thelr people
build s better soclety from the
hamlet level up,

Tralned Firsi

Eager to-work, and st the
risk of their lives because they
are prime targets for the Viet
Cong, they first attend the RD
training school at Vung Tau.
They then go to a hamlet in
their own province where they
pass on thelr newly-acquired ar
improved skills te their friends
and neighbors.

S:.I.rn: “E:Erﬂnullﬂlil. ahle to
tea a tler way 1o grow
more rice or raise hogs. Others
have learned public health tech-
niques. All have skills that are
needed to Lt the economic and
social standerds of  {heir wil-

Inﬁs.

g koy group within the
team listens Lo the grievances
of the villagers and. if they can-
not solve the problems them-
selves, pass them on to higher
authorities who can. They then
ensure thal iakes

4
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A young Vietnamese teacher applies the fi nishing touch 1o o classroom teaching aid.

In South Vietnam, war is almost a way
of life and for many a way of death. But
the people of this war-struck land, through
an adamant determination to remain free,
have resisted and prevailed in the shadow
of war's haunting specire.

A mation draws its strength from the
will of its people. The Vietnamese have
suffered long for the cause of freedom from
communist tyranny. No other nation has
paid such a price in blood to dam up the
flood of aggression.

Despite the terrorism mounted by the
enemy from within and without, the people
of South Vietnam are struggling to rebuild
their nation. Such determination has ex-
cited the admiration of free men every-
where,

Presently, there are 42 nations from the
Free World providing aid, including eight
which have sent military forces.

The development program has left few
stones untouched.

Always held in high esteem, the Viet-
namese education system is being vnst.lif
expanded. Although the system is still
organized along French lines, the increasing
American role here is instigating many in-

novations. Teachers are securing the na-
tion's democratic future by preparing its
youth for a fruitful life in the modern
warld.

The young nation is making swift
strides toward a democratic future. Durin
the last year, they have elected village an
hamlet officials, adopted a constitution,
elected a national assembly and inaugu-
rated a president.

Equal strides are being made on the
farms and in the countryside, Vietnamese
farmers are being taught mew technology.
While they learn, food is brought into the
country to feed their families, since most
of the nation's rice and meat must go to
its fighting men.

Dams, fishponds, wells and canals are
being constructed in the villages. And in
the rural areas, the Vietnamese, at a re-
markable pace, are building schools,
pagodas, market places and houses for
their families.

Nal‘iun-buﬂdiﬂs in a time of war takes
time, patience and determination.

These the Vietnamese have.

With assistance from the Free World,
South Vietnam has been able to wage
successfully the “other war.”

Koreans assist with @ dam con struclion project in Binh Dinh.

People Prevail

Over Conflict:
Are Rebuilding
s

e~

Youngsters also de their part in natien-building.
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Air Force C-123 Provider airlifts carge to A Loul airstrip in A Shau Valley in classic demeonsiration of iis ability lo operate in remoie areas.

7th Air Force Carries Fight To Foe = *

Thundering from the
gkies to destroy the enemy
on the ground or in the air,
the highly skilled pilots and
air crews of the Tth U.S.
Air Force daily fly into baitle
on comhbat alr strikes, close air
support and air defense mis-
stons. Headguartered at Tan
Son Nhut Air Base, Tth Air
Force has a sixfold mission:

. « « To eonduct, control and
eoordinate offensive and defen-
sive air operations according to
tasks assigned by the Com-
mander-in-Chief, Pacific Air
Force [C‘I[‘ECPM]

maintain  essigned
forces at a level of readiness
to insurs sur:n:e.isf.ul complelion

ﬂdlrtrtﬁ:ﬂ:ﬁtm'r?eraﬂm.
.+« To support and advance

the national policies and inter-
est of the U5,

« + - To represent CINCPACAF
in the inter-departmental and
inter-service activilies in the
Tth Alr Force area of responsi-
hility.

« « « To perform the tasks as-
signed to the Air Force com-
ponent command within  the
structure of the U.5. Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam
{MACV). s

. To advise and pssist the

Yieinamese Air Force (VNAF)
in achieving a state of com-
bat readiness through applica-
tions of techniques of logistics,
engineering, maintenance, com-
munications, planning opera-
tions, tactics, training and per-
sonnel functions.

To do these tasks, there are
approximately 48,000 personnel
assigned to Tth Air Force.

F-105 Thunderchief pilots and
F-4 Phantom crews carried out
the brunt of the Air Force
bombing assignments in North
Vietnam. These wverzatile air-
craft hit tergeis to reduce the
build-up and flow of war mate-
rials reaching enemy forces
conduclng aggression in South
Vietnam. Gn rch 25, the new
swing wing F-111 tactical fight-
er-bomber was added to the Tih
Air Foree inventory fo carry
out strikes against targets in
North Vietnam.

Air Force aircraft siruock
power plants, steel fabrication
mills and alrflelds in an effort
to cripple the enemy's war pro-
duction. Air Force pilots were
averaging more than 1,500 mis-
sions per month over North
Vietnam. As of 31 March, they
had downed 88 enemy MIGs in
air-lo-air combat,

On March 31, 1968, air strikes
in North Vietnam were restrict-
ed to the southern Panhandle of
the country. Targets consist
primarily of lines of communi-
cation and storage areas of
materigls being infiltrated into
the Republic of Vieinam.

In South Vietnam, the mohili-
ty. speed and power of Tth Air
Force operations in suppori of
Allied ground operations have
blunted the enemy threat and
have added fo the success of
combat eperations,

Piloiz of the Air Force tacti-
cal units averaged over 10,800
strike sorties 3 month for the
first four months of 1968, These
are both pre-planned strikes
Iand :tt::dkslm support nl]jrlend—
¥ Bro orces réquiring lme-

aé[lte close air support.

A typical request for immedi-
ale mir support is relayved
through the Vietnamese prov-
ince chief from the requesting
ground commander 1o coordi-
nating Army and Air Force
channels to tactical strike pi-
lots. The pilois, who are either
airborne or on combai alert,
are able to reach their targets
within minutes of the initial
request,

Sleek F-100 Supersabre unleashes barrage of lethal rockets during attack on enemy positions.

|0 Pacific Stars & Stripes

Stratoforiresses

In additien to the tactical air
gtrikes made by Tth Air Foree
flots, Strategie Air Command
2 Stratoforiress crews
bomb enemy stronghalds in
both the north and the south.
During Operation Scotland, B-
525 flying saturation bombing
missions plaved a major role
in reducing the pressure of ene-
my rocket and artillery bar-
ﬁsﬁ against the U.5. Marincs
South Vietnamese Hangers
at the Khe Sanh Combat Base,

near the demilitarized zone.

Ajrlift—Vital Lifeline

The  responsiveness. of nu:hll
operations to Army and Alli
units hes no precedent in U, S
military history., Virtually all
troops and cargo in the He-

blic of South Vietnam travel

v air.

All Air Force girlift is co-
ordinated by the 8Mth Alr Di-
vision, headquartered at Tan
Son Nhut Air Base, The bulk
ol pessengers and cargo is car-
ried by C-130 Hercules, C-133K
Provider and C-TA Caribou air-
craft. In the last few months,
the C-123 Provider aircraft has
been modified with two fel en-
gines which Increases its ca-
pability for short-field take-offs.
In the first four months of 1968,
over 1.3 million passengers and
1,000 tons of cargo had been
airlifted by Alr Foree uonits.

Hundreds Saved

Ailr Force rescueé crews have
made over 1700 rescues of air-
men and ground troops between
December 1964 and March 1868,
Many times rescue aircraft
have responded to calls to as-
szt elvilians throughout Seuth
Vietnam, and with the increased
capability of the HHJIE and
HH-33B Jolly Green Giants, res-
cue operations have a greater
flexibility

Medical evacuation fights
have rushed thousands of
wounded soldiers, sailors, ma-
rines, and alrmen to hospitals
in South Vietnam and as far
off as the United States. Medi-
c¢al evacuation flights are be-
ing flown (rom Tan Som Nhut,
Cam HRanh Bay and Da Nang
Air Bases directly to points owt-
side of South Vietnam.

Psywar

The Tth Air Force pilols
drop more than two billion
psvchological warfare leaflets
among ensmy (roop conceniria-
tions during the first four
months of 1988, The leaflets are
dropped over suspected enemy
locations urging the enemy io
refurn o the side of the Re-
public of Vietnam government.

Bombs Awayl!

Reconnaissance
T.Ile suceess of groupd and
n ations in the Vietnam
pends heavily upon aeri-
a.l photo reconnalissance. With
modern high-powered cameras
and electronic sensors, photos
can be taken from high and low
altitudes in virtually all weather
conditions both day and ni
Flying unarmed and unescort-
ed, reconnaissance jets detect
enemy movements and fortifi-
cations, pun emplacements, re-
supply routes and truck con-
voys and provide bomb damage
assessment.




Seventh Fleet Ready Off Vietnam

TF77 Meets
Viet Crisis

Long before Vietnam became
a household word in most Ameri-
can homes, the U5, Navy main-
tained one of the mightiest
arrays of seapower ever as-
gembled by a single nation in
the western Pacific, or any-
where else on the globe for that
matter,

Itz wital statistics: More than
180 ships, approximately 750
gireraft and some 80,000 Nawvy
and Marine Corps personnel.

The chief component of this
awesome sea giant is Task
Force 77, 8 unit that distin-
guished ftself in the Korean War
and now operates in the waters
off Vietnam.

Task Force 77 is an armada
of live aircralt carriers (three
of which are constantly on =ta-
thon), 400 aircrafi, 15 supporting
ships and more than 30,000 men.
Here are some examples af how
Tazk Faorce 77 carries out [is
multi-miszion role in the Viet-
MAM Eres.

Cruisers and destroyvers on
punfire sopport missions range
up amnd down the coast of South
Vietnam, from the DMZ to the
Mekong Delta, supporting land
forces with their seaborne bat-
teries.

North of the DM7T, deep within
the Tonkin Gulf. their “brothers’
on Operation Sea Dragon rake
North Vietnamese waterborne
supply junks and barges in an
effort to halt the flow of enemy
zupplies and men inio  South
Vietnam.

When Sea Dragon operations
began in October 1988, an aver-
age of 50 enemy supoly craft
were sighted daily by U S. ships.
Today, according to official re-
ports, it is unosual o sight 10
a day.

Farther off shore, at a spot
in the Tonkin Gull code named
“Yankee Station', a giant at-
tack aireraft carrier turns inio
the wind and beging the intense
drama that is part of every car-
rier laonch,

Nevy pilots were the [irst to
fiy atiack missions over North
Vieinam in August 1964, afier
President Johnson ordered air
strikes against selected military
targetis.

Since then, Navy pilots have
flown more than 100,000 sorties
over the North.
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nrlut Time Swift Boal crew prepares fo search junk.

Cotapult man signals “thumbs wp" as air craft corrier USS Ranger prepares a launch.

COMNAVFORV Navymen
Serve From Delta To DMZ

Nearly all naval components
operating in and along the
coast line of Sowth WVietnam
come under the operational
conirol of Commander, 1.5,
Naval Forces, Vietnam (COM-
NAYFORV).

Located In Saigon and com-
manded by Rear Admiral Ken-
neth L. Veth, COMNAVFORV
has operational command ower
Task Forces 115, 118, and 117,

Operation Market Time
(Tazsk Force 115) is carricd
oul along the 1,000 mile coast
of South Vietnam by a coastal
surveillance force whose job
iz to halt enemy infiltration by
Sea.

Included in Market Time's
coastal surveillance force are
“Swift” boats (PCFs), U.S.
Coast Guard Cutters (WPBs),
Mavy destroyer radar picket
ships (DERs), and Ocean and
Coastal Minesweepers (MSDs
and MSCs).
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Air patral along the coast is
performed by detachmenis of
3P-2H Neptune and P-1 Orion
patrol aircraft flying from the
MNaval Air Facility at Cam
Ranh Bay.

Operation Game  Warden
(Task Force 116} is being
conducted in  the Mekong
Delta and the Rung Sat Spe-
cial Zone by patrol boats,
helicopiers, minesweepers and
Seals, the MNawy's experts in
unconventional warfare.

Game Warden unitz are
charged with protecting the
vital Lomg Taw shipping chan-
nel leading to Sasigon, - and
preventing the [ree movement
of enemy supplies and person-
nel along the walerways of
Rung 5ai and the Delta.

River Assault Flotilla One
(Task Foree 117) is the Navy
component of a joint Army-
Navy Mobile Riverine Force
which also operates in the
Delta and Rung Sat Special
Zone. It is composed of heavi-
Iy armed and armored boais
designed for troop transport,
pacort mnd [ire sopport im a
riverine environment. These
inits conduct search and clear
operations in the Delta and
Hung Sat.

Other areas of responsihility
for Commander US. Nawval
Forees, Vietnam are a Nawval
Advisory Group, logistic com-
mands and the Military Sea
Transportation Service,

The Naval Advisory Group
assists in  the training and
operations of the 16-vear-old
Vietnam Navy., More than 100
U.5. Navy advisors live and
work with Vieinamese Navy
personne]l  aboard their junks,
river eraft, ships and stations.

Logistic commands under
COMNAVFORYV's control are
the Naval Support Activities
at Da Nang and Saigon, and
the Third Navel Construction
Brigade,

The Da MNong sactivity han-
dles all logistical requirements
for all Free World military
forces in  the northernmost,
or 1| Corps military sone.
There are some 116,000 milita-
ry men supported by the Da
Nang activity.

In Saipon, the Naval Sup-
port Activity is responsible for
logistic support o all Navy
units in the II, III and IV
Corps areas,

Navy Seabees of the Third Na-
val Construction Brigade com-
prise COMNAVFORY's third
major IuE:isliuaI command.
The brigade is in charge of ap-
proximately 13 of the total
military construction in Viet-
nam, and utilizes civilian con-
tractors in addition 1o Scabee
battalion personnel.

The Military Sea Transpar-
tation Service is an almost in-
dispensable assel under COM-
NAVFORY control here. Nine-
ty-seven per cent of all mili-
tary dry cargo arrives in Viet-
nam via MSTS contract ships.

|

Amphibious
Force Vital

While the mirceralt carriers on
Yankee Station prepare for pre-
dawn launches, units of another
Seventh Fleet action arm ready
for a differeni kind of launch.

A young Marine gropes for the
next rung on the spider web
ladder @as be lowers himsell
down among his buoddiez in the
waiting craft. When the landing
craft iz loaded, the coxswain
sigmals the engineer and the boat
moves away from Lthe troop ship
to join & eircling formation.

Throughout the loading opera-
tion Marine and Navy pilots, in
company with punfire suppoert
cruisers and destroyers, have
been softening up the lamding
Ione

All of this is a prelude to the
landing of Fleet Marines from
the Seventh Fleet Amphibious
Force. The Marines are being
landed to close a trap on a bat-
talion of retreating Viet Cong,
driving them into advancing land
forces,

The heavy bombardment
stops . . . then the command,
“land the landing foree.” Wave
after wave of azsaulting Marines
hit the beach!

Long before the landing start-
ed, men of the Amphibious
Force's Underwater Demiolition
Teams have cleared and marked
the landing zone,

First ashore with the advane-
ing Marines are Navy Beach
Masters, Their job iz to coordi-
nate activity on the beachhead
so that needed equipment and
supplies are moved guickly with-
oul becoming bottled up on the
landing zone.

Supporting the combatant units
of the Seventh Fleet are the re-
supply ships of the Paclfic Serv-
ice Force. Giani oilers pump
thousands of gallons of fuel oil
and aviation gasoline. Ammuni-
tion and stores ships keep the
fleet supplied with needed am-
munition, food and equipment.

The men in Service Force
ships have aften been referred
to as “unsung heroes” by the
men who d on them to
provide the essentials needed to
fight a war thalt perhaps has
presented the Navy with lis
greatest challenge to date.

-

Mavy helicopter gunship eperaies with PBRs in Mekong Delia.
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Red Cross Assists;

You Ask,

American Red Cross services
1o the Armed Forees have been
available in Vietnam since the
arrival of the first contingent of
U.5. advisors. Today, there are
mare than 380 Hed Cross work-
ers meeting the needs of service-
men from Phu Bai to Can Tho.

Your leld direclor can assist
you with emergency coTnmuni-
cations between yourself and
your family when normal chan-
nels of communication won't do
the job. He also handles emerg-
ency messages from your family
through their local Red Cross
chapter in the States.

Il a situation at home required
vour presence, your Hed Cross
field director can assist you
with application for emergency
leave. He will request your local
Red Cross chapter to transmit
peeded facts regarding the em-
ergency. He will then notify youo
and confirm these facts to the
proper military commander who
has suthority to grant you
emergency leave,

Financial aid to pay for trans-

tlan and other cxpenses
arising from the emergency will
be provided to you by Hed Cross
if needed. Depending on  cir-
cumstances, this assistance is
usually provided as an interest-
free Ioan that can be repaid in
small monthly peymenis over
an extended period.

A very popular Red Cross
service is the recreation center
and clubmobile program.
hundred &nd ten young college
girls stationed at military units
throughout South Vietnam trav-
el nearly 25,000 miles to reach
some 300,000 servicemen with
an average of 2,500 recreation
and entertpinment programs
every month, They also staff re-
creation centers providing a
place where you can sit, write
a letter, listen fo records, read
or, perhaps best of all, talk to
g girl from the U.S.A.

Red Cross Blood Program
American Red Crosz Blood
Program began in World War 11
al the request of the Army and
Navy and has continued sinee.
The American Red Cross now
collects blood in 41 states, the
District of Columbia, Puerto

Rieo and the Virgih Islands. The

They Try

bisod is then typed and pro-
cessed, and the greater part of
it is distributed to hospitals for
transfusion ag whole blood, How-
ever, in the Pacific Command
whole blood is collected only by
U.5. military units.

Blood for Families

U.5. servicemen in Vielnam,
or anywhere overseas, can ob-
tain blood through the American
Red Cross to meet blood needs
of members of their immediate
families residing in the Uniied
Sintes,

Blood for family members of
the U.5, servicemen |8 furnish-
od regardless of whether or not
they reside in a community cov-
ered by the American Red Cross
hlood program.

The American Red Cross does
not sell blood. Hospitals, how-
EVEr, MAY pass on a processing
charge to the patient for handl-
ing and administering the blood,
These charges vary “widely, de-
pending on the hospital. They
are not Hed Cross charges.

American POWs in
MNorth Vietnam

Through the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) and other channels, the
American Hed Cross continoes
to make every effort to open the
line of communication to Ameri-
can servicemen held as prison-
ers by the North Vietnamese
and the Viet Cong. The Ameri-
can Red Cross sends the names
of 1.5, servicemen missing and
believed captured, as well as
mail from their next of kin, to
the ICRC, who transmits the
mail and information to North
Vietnam. To date, no soccess-
ful arrengement about these
gmmmﬂ:aﬂum has been reach-

Red Cross Refugee Work
In July 1848, the American
Red Cross in cooperation with
the United States Agency for
International Development, the
government of South Vietnam
and the Hed Cross Society of
South Vietnem began to operaie
camps for South Vielnamess
civilian refugees. The camps
now number 41 with a popula-
tion of 52,000,

Book selection is a pleasure no matter what your preference.
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Games ore relaxing anytime—and of course they are more enjoyable in the right company.

MPC Control Stiff

American sErvicEmen may
possess only two kinds of money
instrumenis while in the Re-
public of Vietnam — Military
Payment Certificates (MPC)
and Vietnamese piasters.

Upon arrival in Vietnam, all
American currency and dollar
instruments (incloding travelers
checks) must be declared and
converted to MPC, the only type
of currency used in all Ameri-
can [acilities.

Pi Purch

Piasters may be purchased
only @l official exchange offices
and only at the officially es-
tablished rate.

Inflation is a ghost that haunts
the Vielnamese economy, Amer-
icans can unwittingly do much
to create inflation here.

Finence experts recommend
that the serviceman in Vietnam
pit his extra pay into U.S.
Savings Bonds, the Uniformed
Services Savings Deposit Pro-
gram paying 10 per cent inter-
es1, a personal checking account
in a military banking facility,
or in his own =avings plan.

A tour in Vietnam is a good
flme to save money.

Avoid Overspending

A second way fo combat in-
flation is 1o avold overspending.
A 10 piaster taxi ride should
not be paid for with 20 piasters.
Tipping is expecied only in
restanrants and then 10 per cent
iz sufficient.

Tips often are already added
to the hbill.

When we pay more then the
asked for price, the seller i=
likely to up his charges. We can
afford thiz but the Vietnamese
who needs the same thing can-
not.

Competing Incomes

In effect, we are pulling our
own spending power in direct
competition with the much lower
Vietnamese income scale when
we buy on the local economy,

The rule to follow is to buy
at Post Exchanges, clubs and
messes and not aggravate local
supply problems.

Mever deal on the black
market.

Money is a weapon of war,
Dollars or MPC that Americans
spend legally find their way
to the Communists who use them

az foreign credils to purchase
goods to continue the war.

Pay Options

While in Vietnam, servicemen
may elect any of four pay
options with regard to his un-

tted pay and allowances:

1) Ali pay sent to 8 bank or
individual in the United States,
or all pay sent to & checking
aecount with a local military
banking facility.

) All pay accepted in cash.

3} Combinations of the above

—part going to the U5, or to
the bank here and parl received
in cash.

4) Pay carried [forward in the
pay accoont.

Banking Facilitics

Military banking facilities are
operating in the heavily popu-
lated troop sreas of RVN with
services avallable to all military
members and direct hire U.S
citizen civilians. In remote
arcas of BVN, military banking
services can be obtained by
using the bank-by-mail plan.
Personal checking accounis are
available with no service charge,
no requirement for a minimum
balance and no limit on the
number of checks written. The
personal checks will be payable
in U.58. currency when deliverad
to pavees located in the U.S.
or will be payable in MPC
when soch instruments are pre-
senied for payvment by author-
ized payees located in Vietnam.

Interest at the rate of 5 per
cent per annum will be paid
quarterly on the basis of the
minimum balance in each check-
ing account which did not fall
below $100 during the gquarter,

Currency Controls

A 32200 per month limit has
been placed on the following
transactions or any combination
thereof:

1) Conversion of MPC cash
to US currency when a person
departz Vietnam (R&R, TDY,
PCS,  leave, aic).
ception below)

7} Conversion of MPC cash
io dollar instruments (pastal
money orders, traveler's checks,

ele. ).

3) Deposit of MPC cash o
military bank accounts and in
gome cases, to the Uniformed
Services Savings Deposit Pro-
gram (USSDP). (It is empha-
sized that only cash deposits
come under the $300 limit.
Deposits by check or alloiment
are not subject to the restraint.)
Also, if the deposit to the
USSDP is made simultaneously
with the receipt of pay, allow-
ances and bonuses, it will not
be subject to the limitation.

Exception to the $200 limit
will be aothorized only when:

1} An individoal iz departing
Vietnam (R&R, PCS, TDY,
leave, ete.).

2} A bona fide personal emer-
gency  arises  that  requires
purchase of dollar instruments
in excess of §200.

When an exception to the $200
limit s autharized, the individual
must obizin 2 certificate (rom
his commander/supervisor siat-
ing that the MPC in excess of
£200 was legitimately acquired.

The $200 per month limit on
converling or depositing MPC
cash should net be cons
as a limit on how much pay an
individual may draw incountry.
If an Individual's pay is sent o
a bank by the servicing
finance/disbursing office, or if
he |s pald by check and he
deposits the check to a bank
aceount, subsequent check trans-
aclions by him are oot subject
to the $200 limitation. Also, this
is nmot an expenditure control
svsiem and does not restrict
the amount that a service mem-
ber may spend in U.S. facilities.

Military members are en-
couraged (o establish bank ac-
counts and alloiments of pay to
provide for their personal
financial needs and reduce the
amount of pay drawn across the
board o an amouni within the
$300 limitation,
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Personal Conduct Important

The mission of the United
States Forces in Vieinam is
much more than defeating the
¥Viet Cong and North Vietnam-
ese forces in armed comhbat.
The US serviceman must at all
times conduct himself in such
i manner 35 (0 renect the high-
esl credit upon the United
States, The adverse public
reaction to acts of miscon-
ducet seriously damages the
US imsge and hampers the
attainment of our total objec-
tive. They also provide an ex-
cellent propaganda source for
our enemies. Stringent regula-
tions and controls have been
Instituted by MACY hesdguar-
ters and the headquarters of all
the component services to sup-
press  those illegal activities
which have a detrimental effect
on the accomplishment of ouwr
mission in the Republic of Viet-
nam. As 8 new arrival in Viet-
nam, you should quickly be-
come [ iar with these direc-
tives to insure that you fully un-
derstand and strictly comply
with them,

TRAFFIC SAFETY

Traffic safety is one of the
major problems facing US
Forces in Vietnam,

Excessive speed is a major
causative factor in traffic acci-
dents in Vietnam. Personnel
will find that driving at speeds
which are considered safe on
US roads will be extremely
hazardous in Vietnam. The
roads and streets throoghout
the country are particolarly
glippery during the rainy sea-
son, During the dry periods, the
dirt and clay roads are covered
with a fine powdered silt which,
when disturbed by traffic, seri-
cusly reduces the wvisibility of

drivers. If you drive al-
ways adjust your speed to the
existing rosd and trafflic condi-
tions. The greatest driving haz-
ard is the two-wheeled bicycle,
motor scooter or motorcycle,
The greatest percentage of fatal
traffic accidents inwolve the
operatore of these two-whealed
vehicles. Another contributing
factor to the high number of
fatal traffic accidents involving
two-wheeled vehicles s the Viet-
namese traflic law which allows
8 Iwo-wheeled wehicle to pass
on the right.

There is a natural tendency
for a driver of a large vehicle
lo swerve slightly to the left
in order io gain sufficient turn-

ing radius for a right turn. In
most accidents of this type, the
driver of the two-wheeled vehi-
cle, seeing the small opening
on the right will attempt to
pass. As the large vehicle furns
right, the victim is hit and
crushed by the right rear wheel.
Many times the military driver
is unaware that he has struck
anyone. US drivers should be
exiremely cautious of two-
wheeled vehicles when attempt.
ing right turns. Use your as-
sistant driver or vour side mir-
rorfs Lo insure that no one is
passing on the right prior to
making a right turn. Two-wheel
vehicles generally travel in the
far right lane, two and thres
abreast. Be especially alert
when attempting to pass these
vehicles since they may unex-
peciedly attempt 1o pass an
other two-wheeled wehicle or
drift over info the traffic lane
in which you are traveling.
Before a US serviceman can
operate a government vehlele in
Vietnam, he must possess @
valid operafor's permit (Stapd-
ard Form 48) [ssued for Viet-
nam. To oblain this permit, the
individual must successfully
compléte a written examination
covering the Vielnamese Traf-
fic Code and International Tral-
fic Control Signs. Booklets con-
talning this information are
available at the various recep-
tion and in-processing stations
in country.
PRIVATELY-OWNED
VEHICLES
Due to the excessive number
of motor wvehicles already on
the roads and the extremely
high accident rate, the owner-
ship of privately owned wvehi-
cles by US servicemen in Viet-
nam is p i exceplt in
specially approved cases, Per.
mission to own and operate a
three or four wheel vehicle
mist be oblained from Head-
quarters, MACY. Component
service commanders and CG,
I MAF have the authorily to
Erant permigsion to personne|
of their command to own and
cperate a two-wheel vehicle.
Safety helmets are required for
all personnel who operate or
ride as passengers on & two-
whesl wvehicle. US servicemen
are prohibited from riding on a
two-wheeled vehicle operated
by a Vietnamese National.
Personnel are cautioned that
they are subject to being issued
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CALLED "DELINQUENT RePORTS "/

ME VALUABLE DPOCUMENTS

citations for violations of traffic
laws by both Vietnamese and
US Forces police. Individuals
réceiving such citations should
immediately notify their unit
commander.

If you operaie a motor vehi-
cle in Vietnam, you can help
prevent traffic accidents by be-
ing patient, obeying traffic laws
and practicing defensive driv-
ing technigues at all times.

PRIVATELY OWNED
WEAPONS AND WAR

TROPHIES

Privately owned weapons are
defined in MACV Direetive 210-
5 and includes all types of fire-
arms, knives with folding blades
in excess of three inches,
switch-blades, brass knuckles,
blackjacks, ete. The possible
advantage of having a private-
Iy owned weapon in Vielnam is
offset by the known cases of
accidental discharge, Indiscrim-
inate carying and used of con-
cealed weapons, and other dan-
gers  involved in permitting
thouzands of individuals to have
private sidearms. Assignment
orders advise all personnel of
the prohibition of bringing pri-
vately owned weapons to Viet-
nam. Personnel who brought

Chaplains Ser

The unique t:pe of combat In
Vietnam requires chaplains 1o
trave] farther and conduct more
services than in any previous
war o provile for the spiritual
upeds of the fighling men,

Catholic, Jewish and Protes-
tant chaplains are serving here
with every component of U.S.
Armed Forees, Centrally lo-
cated, they nonetheless get to
the troops—wherever they are.

The chaplains in the ground
forces hold services before com-
bat operations and are waiting
when wounded are brought back
to aid stations end hospitals. The
m*"ary men of the clod’ also
ride with ¢ 75 of the Navy pa-
trol boats and meet with Alr
Force crews before their depar-
tureé on combat missions,

Many American [ighting men
in Vietnam attend religious serv-
ices n chapels they have built
with their own bands,

Wherever he is—whatever his
job—the American in Vietnam is
served by the chaplain of his
faith.

Sharing the danger. of com-
bat with the troops, many A-
merican chaplains have been
wounded in Vietnam service.
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Field serves as chapel for soldiers.

these weapons to Vietnam are-

subject to disciplinary action
and most immediately turn the
weapon over to their command-
ing officer for safekeeping or
return them tfo the United
States by mail or commercial
freight.

Bona fide war trophy fire-
arms, however, may be re-
tained in the individual's pos-
gession bul only after belng
properly registered. To -qualify
as 8 war trophy, the weapon
must be non-automatic or zemi-
automatic, have no intelligence
value and, with certmin excep-
tions, must be of enemy origin,
Information on the registration
and other documentation neces-
sary to take war trophies home
may be obtained from either
the Customs and Travel Unit at
the American Embassy or from
local area Provost Marshals or
Chiefs, Securliy Police. Since
the administrative processing of
these requests is time-consum-
ing, personnel interested in war
trophy firearms are urged not
to wait until the end of the tour
to submit their spplication to
transport @ war trophy home
with them, Hand grenades,
mines, booby traps, ammumni-
tion, explosive devices of any
type, even though disarmed,
and automatic weapons, al-
though rendered inoperative,
are not wiar trophies and will
not under any circumstances be
carried, mailed or shipped out
of Vietnam. It is a very serious
offense to carry or ship ammo-
nition and explosives aboard
aircraft. You not only endan-
ger your own life bul jeopardize
the =alety of other passengers
and ecrew mombers,

BLACK MAREET

The Black Market operation
in Vietnam adversely alfects
the stabilization of the Viet-
namese economy. The goods on
the black market are normally
obtained by theft or the illegal
disposition of US goods. Many
servicemen contribute to  the
black market without realizing
it. Small Inexpensive items are
purchased in the Commissary
or Post Exchange as gilts for
their Vietnamese counierparcis
or [riends. These aré the same
items that find their wey to
the wendor's stalls and carts on
the black market., US Foronas
personne] are cautioned that the
selling, trading or giving away
of items purchased in the PX or
commissary to persons noi au-
thorized these privileges is pro-
hiblied. One of the tragic
aspecls of the black mar-

ket iz that some commodities
are being counierfeited and sold
as US merchandise. Inferior
whiskey which has been locally
produced and is sold in bottles
bearing an  American label,
may couse serious illness, blind-
ness of even death, The care-
less dispozal of empty bottles,
boxes and other containers
which can be reused smids the
black marketeer in his opers-
tion. Liguer bottles, boxes and
other containers should be de-
stroved. All labels should be ob-
literated to prevent their fur-
ther use,

NARCOTICS AND
MARIHUANA

In recent months, the press
at home has given wide cover-
age o what has been labeled
@ serious marihuana problem
among US Forees in Vietnam.
Marihuana, although forbidden
by the Government of Vietnam,
is grown locally and is availa-
ble through many illegal outlets.
Despite this fact, the known
rate of marihuana usage among
our men is considerably less
than newspaper articles would
have us believe. Don't be mis-
led by any public controversy
over the right or wrong of us-
ing marihoana, The simple fact
is that the possession or use of
marihuana in the military is a
serious punishable offense. In
addition to long term imprison-
ment and heavy fines, a federal
conviction for the possession or
use of narcolics, marihuana or
other dangerous drugs can have
# tragic far reaching impact on
future military or civilian ca-
reers, Although only an  ex-
tremely small percentage of our
personnel use marihuana, it is
siill a very serious matter and
one of deep concern fo com-
manders al all levels. Marihua-
na is a dangerous drug which
impairs the visual and muscu-
lar coordination of the user,

There have been wvery few
cases of US Forces uslng
“hard' narcotics. In fact, hero-
in, the most dangerous and ad-
dicting of narcotics is
glmost unknown in  Vietnam.
There have been no document-
ed cases of heroin usage by US
Forces personnel hers,

Anyone having knowledge of
the possession or use of mari-
huana, narcotics or other dan-
gerous drugs by members of
the US Forces should report it
to hizs Coammanding Officer,
local Provost Marshal or Chief,
Security Paolice,
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Annual Tel Festival includes celebrations like ihil dance.

Tet Is VN New Year

The Vietnamese holiday of
Tet, celebrated from January 30
o February 1 in 1868, is a na-
tional festival in which all of
the peaple participate.

Meaning many things to the
Vieinamese, it i= a time for
family reunions, the beginning
of the Oriental New Year—and
it is evervone’s birthday.

The American serviceman
finds there iz nothing like it in
the United States.,

Tet traditionally is a time to
be solemn and a time to be gay,
@ ftime to hope and a time to
remember, a time to pay hom-
age to one’s ancestors and a
time to look to the [uture. It
iz a time to wvisit family and
friends, to observe ancient ta-
boos, to forgive others for their
trespasses and to pay back all
debts,

Stems From Legend

The event is rooted in the le-
gends of the past. Understand-
ing them can help make the
celebration more meaningful to
the guest from abroad.

As legend would have it, the
good spirits leave earth in the
closing days of the old vear to
report to the Heavenly Jade
Emperor m!r]-};h:! evenis of u.hl::
pasl year. is temporary ab-
sence affords the evil spirits the
run of the earth and the people
of the land must protect them-
selves against the bad spirits.

With 300 Outlets

Combat PXs Provide Service

-:hnnsr {HUNRJ. a [ull- umu
combat PX system, operates
more than 300 retsil cutlets and
108 food facilities in-country to
provide servicemen with essen-
tial items for their comfort and
daily use,

Cigars transis-
tor radios, wetches, snacks,
razor blades, candies, rings,
trousers, shirts and tape record-
ers are just a few of the items
on sale in the PXs.

Hot dogs, hamburgers, ice
cream, potate chips, ice-cold
sodas hot coffee are stand-

ard fare in the food outlets.

Concesslons

In addition, exchange-super-
wized concessions offer wvarious
services such as tailoring, photo
processing, jewelry and car
sales, packing and wrapping, and
camera repair, fitting of glasses
and barbering.

An arm of the Army & Air
Force Exchange Service, RVNR
is dedicated to the mission of
providing the serviceman with
quality merchandise and the best
service possible during his tour
of duty in Vietnam,

It aims to asccomplish this
mission with outletz blanketing
the country from Dong Ha, a
grenade’s throw from the DMZ
in the north, to Bae Lieu in the
watery Delta far fo the south.

Ouilets Varled
Qutlets come in all shapes and
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siges from windowless Conexes
metal containers for merw:ham

8] In some temporary areas,
to permanent, uitra-modern
bulldings in large centlers.

Men in some remote areas are
served by mobile stores and can-
teens or “flying"” PXs, helicop-
ters which land iIn avallable
clearings deep in the jungle.

For those servicemen who are
on boat patrols, floating PXs
make regular stops alang rivers
and the ocean's edge.

Equipped with electronic com-
puters, the Vieltnam Regional
Exchange can easily predict ser-
vicemen's demands for stocked
items.

Eiforts Made

In a combat environment such
as Vietnam, every effort is made
to keep an abundant stock of
familiar items, but shortages do
arise occasionally. The struggle
{o contain the flow of American
dollars creates shortages in
certain forelgn-made items, but
the planners are seeking to re-
place them with similar goods
of American manufacture,

Emphasis has been given to
increasing the PX food facili-
ties. These include cafeterias,
which in some cases contain
besr patios and special pro-
grams at night. In two years,
the number of these food outlets
has tripled,

Only servicemen and a few
authorized civillans enjoy the
privileges of the exchange serv-
ice. However, those eligible to
buy PX merchandise must pro-
tect thess privileges.

Three Rules

Three cardinal rules to re-
member are;

1) Exchange merchandise may
not be resold, bartered or trans-
ferred to anyone in Vietnam who

is not authorized exchange pri-

vileges.

2) No rationed items, such as
liguor or cigarettes, can be used
as gilts.

3) Non-rationed items, if given
as gifts, must not exceed $10 in
price,

This legend explains many of
the customs of the Tet haliday.

Evil Spirits

A clean bamboo pole, or *“cay
neu” is erected in front of the
Vietnamese house to ward off
the evil spirits. A small basket
of nuts, attached to the top of
the 30-foot pole, is offered to
thenfl?dhﬁpglg:};. d'The Wlﬁ ﬂ.rg
[TELF] er0ra an
also bear rice and containers of
water,

Lime powder sprinkled out-
side a house also serves o ward
off evil spirits.

Years @sgo, doring an oot
break of the plague, a:t]hiu relgn-
Ing emperor mstruct frin0-
ple to sprinkle lime outside their
doors to keep away the evil
spirit. The plague vanished and
the rite was made a part of the
Tet observance.

Strong Symbol

A branch from & peach tree,
hung in front of 8 house, is an-
ather way to banish evil, for
the tree is a strong symbol of
Enod,

These are but a8 few of the
many symbolic references made
throughout the holidays.

Tet is the most important
time of the vear for the Viet-
namese and the American serv-
iceman should remember that
his personal behavior will be
closely observed. The Vietnam-
g8 belisve that what a man
does during Tet [orecasts his
actions for the rest of the year.

The e of Vietnam do not
say “Happy Tet™ as an Ameri-
can might say “Happy New
Year." A proper greeting is, "I
wish you a happy and
perous new vear.” Upon gmt-
ing a8 married woman, it is pro-
per to say, "1 hope that next
year you have a (another) boy."

If a gift is given, a bouguel
of red Rowers is proper for the
wile of a Vietnamese friend. A
small sum of money, pressnted
in a small red envelope, has a
special significance to children.
It is impressive to write on the
envelope, “Cung Chu Tan Xuan™
which means, “Hnmr wishes for

mins, sharp objects or the like

Danger: Don't
“Birds of a feather flock to-

gether™ and that's when “Huntin®
Charlie" brings down the whaole
flock.

American “military  birds™
lounging around bus stops and
other public places in “[locks"
offers the ideal target for terro-
rist grenadiers, bomb-fossers
and marksmen. The number of
incidents in downtown Saigon is
ample proof of the enemy’s fond-
ness for groaps.

As occidentals we are con-
spicuous enoogh without under-

Congregate

lining the fact by bunching up
out on the strecis. Congregations
are fine for churches bul you
are inviting death, disability or
a variety of wounds when ¥ou
mob up at an exposed location.
Practicing supply economy
with his weapons and ammo,
the VC like the odds you offer
in tight-sidewall formations and
time and time again has scored
in these circumstances—remems-
ber “Two's a company—three's
a crowd” and crowds mean
casualiies in Vietnam.

as presents during Tet.

If invited to a Vietnamese
house during Tei, meke every
possible effort to accept the in-
vitation. Males zhould alwavs
visit dressed in a jacket and
necktie.

Never turn down a gift of-
fered while visiting a Vietnam-
ese home. It Is unpandonably
rude to do so.

Avaid Showing Emotion

Also, aveid any display of
emotion during Tet and do not
discuss subjects with the Viet-
namese which breed emotion,
arguments or insults.

Prices on the local economy
go up during Tet, so be pre-
FI.I‘Bﬂ. to pay more than or-

charged throughout the
y!u.r I is courteous to avoid
using local transportation facili-
ties, thus permitting the Viet-
namese o do thelr and
u-anmg with greater ease. Use

buses if passible.

H:r being courteous and con-
siderate and by atlempting to
understand Vielnamese customs
and traditions the American in
Vietnam also may enjoy Tet.

Pact Decides
Legal Status
Of Military

Under the terms of an agree-
ment between the United States
and the Republic of Vietnam,
American citizens enjoy immu-
nity from ecriminal and clvil
jurindicﬂnn of Vietnamese

Ant::merim serviceman can-
P B o
immumnity.

However, thizs does notl mean
that U.5. servicemen dis-
obey Vietnamese h“mﬂ
subject to the Uniform Eude of
Hmm"iusﬂwmggh;::n be sil;:
en nonjudici ishment or
tried by courts-martial for wio-
lations of Vietnamese laws.

Compliance with Vietnamese
laws and MACV directives is
Imwm?l. pﬂrﬂwlarhf“li:mm
areas of currency re ns,
traffic and curfew

A serviceman :pprehm:hd by
Vietnamese police must comply
with their orders. He should eo-
operate with them in a courte-
ous and respeciful manner. He
should insisi, however, that U.5.
military police or his unit com-
mander be notified immediately.

A Vietnamese traffic eitation
or other legal summons should
be reported immediately to the
unit commander. The individual
then should see a Staff Judge
Advocate for advice an correct
procedures {o follow.

HEADQUARTERS SITE—The new USMACY headquarters building, completed in the latter part of
the summer of last year, Is located on o 23-acre site at Tan Son Nbot. In a sense, it is a small clty

as it has its own electric power planl. common'ca tions,
story building contains the offices of COMUSMACY and his major staffl officers.

water wells and sewnge system. The two-

(USN PHOTO)
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USO’s 16 Clubs
Serve U.S. Forces

Officially, #t s the United
Service Organizations, Ine., but
by millions of Americans who
have worn the nation's uniform,
it is called simply the USO, a
symbol of service for 27 wears,

In the Republic of Vietnam
today, there are 16 USO facilities
operating in far-flung sites on
an average of 12 hours a day.
So popular are these clubs that
mare are planned.

buiy Eurns:
3 Awards

In Vietnam

Honarable service in the Re-
public of Vietnam wins for U.S.
servicemen the righi to wear
two, or possibly three, service
ribbons awarded by the United
Siates and the Vielnamese gov-
ernmeant,

These awards are the Nation-
al Defense Service Medal, the
Vistnam Service Medal and the
Vietnam Ribbon. The first two
are from the U.5. and the latier
from the Vietnamese,

Criteria for the award of

these Include:

The National Defense Service
Medal (NDSM) has been award-
ed to everyone serving honor-
ably on active duty since Dec,
31, 1860, except for those on ac-
tive duty for brief periods of
time,

OLC Authorized

Those on active duty between
Jume 37, 1950, and July 27, 1854,
the period of the Korean War,
are eligible to wear an Oak
Leal Closter on the NDSM,

The day a serviceman arrives
in Vietnam, he |5 authorized to
wear the Vietnam Service Med-
al (VEM). It indicates that he
has served im Vietnam or iis
surrounding waters or air space

combat activities af-
ter Oct. 1, 1965. It is also award-
ed for certain periods of tem-
porary duty in the combat zone.

The red stripes on the vellow
background of the VSM are em-
blematic of the flag of the young
republic,

Campaign Stars

Those who have served pre-
viously in Vietnam may be ao-
thorized to wear one or more
small, bronze campaign stars
on the Y5M. Currently, the war
here is In s fifth eampaign.

Each serviceman assigned or
attached in Vietnam iz auther-
ized to wear a campaign star
on the VEM for each campaign
period during which he served
in Vietnam. Service regulations
designate the campaign periods
for each of the services.

At the end of six months serv-
fee in Vietnam, the U.5. serv-
iceman is authorized to wear
the green and white ribbon
awarded by the Vietnamese
government.

It represents the pratitude of
the Vietnamese people for those
who come to the assistance of
their nation.

Proper Wear

Since I is an award given by
other than the U.S. government,
the ribban is properly worn af-
ter all U5, awards and decora-
tions an individual may be au-
thorized to wear.

When worn, it must have a
small metal device affixed. This
device, silver In color, has 1860
—"" ingeribed on it to indieate
the year in which hostilities be-
gan.

Forming the USD are six na-
tionally known organizations —
the YMCA, YWCA, Salvation
Army, Natiomal Cathalic Com-
munity Service, National Jewish
Welfare Board, and the Travel-
er's Aid Association of America.

In all areas where it operates,
the USD funclions at the request
of the Department of Defense.
It is supported by voluntary do-
nations, chiefly through agencies
such ag the United Fund and
Community Chest.

In Vieinam, within local limi-
tations, USO clob facilities and
services inclode snack bars and
soda foontains. A few have bar-
ber shop and gift concessions.

The serviceman will find time
1o use the books and magazines,
writing materials, musical [n-
straments and tape recorders.
hi-fi sets and jukeboxes and
games of many types found at
these facilities. Some USO clubs
also have photo labs, showers,
beaches and even nearby postal
SIEWVIOE,

In the Saigon USO0, a jointly
operated (commercial-military)
overseas telephone exchange
functions from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

In addition to the Ssigon US0,
which was opened in April, 1963,
other clubs are operating in Da
Nang (4), Nha Trang, Di An,
Chi Lai, and Qui Nhon, Clubs
are also located at Cam Ranh
Bay (1), An Khe, Can Tho, Tan
Son Nhut, and Vung Tau.

US0 club staffers are profes-
sionals who have volunteered
for a two year toor of duty in
Vietnam. Their specialties cover
such fields as recreation, social
work, art, drama, history and
business.

Entertainment programs at
the clubs are planned on a con-
tinupus basis in @& series of
events which include table tennis
and card tournaments, jazz
shows, quiz shows and movies.
Professional and amateur enter-
tainers perform at the clubs on
oecasion,

Through the national US0D
headquarters in the U.5. and the
US0-Hollywood Overseas Com-
mittes, arrangements are made
for ithe frequent tours of the
nation’s foremosi entertsiners.
Some who have visited Vietnam
include Naney Sinatra, Marths
Haye, Bob Hope, Fess Parker
{Daniel Boone), Charlton Heston,
Lana Turner, Hobert Mitchum,
and Efrem Zimbalist, Jr. Special
Services schedules  individual
performances of these stars.

USD operstions are not res-
tricted to Vietnam in the Pacific
Area, Clubs are located at To-
kyo, Guam, Okinawa, Manila,
Taiwan, Thailand, and Korea.

BY KEEPING RULES

e

Volunteer USD entertainers win smiles all around during Iimpromiu show,

Key To Good Health Retained

The chief means for staying
healthy in Vietnam is the pre-
ventive care which each service
man provides for himsell, ae-
cording to the MACYV Command
Surgeon.

Diseases account for approxi-
mately 70 per cent of all admis-
slofis to military medical facili-
ties. Accordingly, a number of
common senge rules for avoiding
disesses and illnesses during a
tour in Vietnam have been lald
down for all men and women
with the Armed Forces.

To begin with, all U.5. mili-
tary personnel must have the
following immunizations given at
the indicated interval: plague,

Martha Raye—a faverite on the Vietnam USO Circuit.

every six months; cholera, every
six months; smallpox, every
year; influenza, every vear;
typhoid, every three vears;
tetanus, every szix years; and
yellow fever, every ten vears.
Gamma globalin as a preven-
tive measure against hepatitis
is given in accordance with local
regulations.
When going, on RER, leave,
¥, ar returning to the U5,
all service members should
check through their unit dis-
pensary at least a week prior
to departure to be certain that
their shot records are up to date.
Most of the intestinal diseases
may be aveided by following
these rules:

1) When in doubi about the
condition of water, purfy it with
indine water purification tablets
or boil it for 20 minues, 'Water
is safe to drink only if it has
been properly treated,

2) Avoid all ice unless positive
it was made at a U5, military
facility.

3} Avoid Vietnamese brands
of soft drinks except *“Coca
Cala" and the “BGI" brand with
a picture of a tiger on the bottle.

4) Awvoid Vietnamese beers
except “Bier Larue™ and “Ex-
port 13",

9) Buy no liguor on the econ-
omy even If it has a U5 or
Canadian label.

6) When eating on the econo-
my, eat only well cooked foods
which are served hot or [ruoiis
which can be peeled immediate-
ly before consumption. Avoid
salads and jee.

Maosquitoes s pread malaria,
dengue fever, and encephalitis,
Some of the mosquitoes do not
hum or buzz and to make detec-

ton more difficult, the hite ol
some cannof be felt. To prevent
the mosquito-borne diseases, the
glluwhng steps are recommend-

1) Button up collars and roll
down sleeves at dusk,

2} Usze insect repellent on all
exposed skin surfaces.

3} Sleep under & mosguito net
and spray inclosed areas with an
aerosol bomb,

4) Take the *‘orange™ anti-
malaria pill every week,

Skin diseases are comman in
tropical climates. Cuts and
abrasions of the skin should be
thoroughly washed with soa
and water and then band
in order to avoid infection.
Those who have had sthlete's
foot in the past should sprinkle
am:tr powder in their socks every

ay.

Rabies is prevalenl in Viet-
nam and every aznimal bite
should recelve immediale medi-
cal atteation. The animal should
be Impound for ohzervation. All
pets and mascols must be vac-
cinaled for rabies.
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R&R Is Mighty Tonic For Troops
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For the weary, worn-oul serv-
iceman who ha: been “humpin’
it for seven days a we *k since
his arrival in Vietnam, a chance
to change scenery during his
tour comes on like a minty tonic
on a hot afternoon.

Evervone geis this opportuni-
ty through the MACVY t and
Hecuperation (R&R) program in
which he may travel from Viet-
nam to one of 10 of the foremost
cities of the Far East and Pa-
cific. In addition, he is offered
in-country R&R for three-day
periods, on a pass siatus, to one
of seversl beach and resort
areas.

The RER program iz designed
specifically to take servicemen
out of their immediate environ-
ment and boost their morale by
providing a refreshing break
from the demands of their daily
chores,

Additional Travel

While essentially a program
to reinforce morale, the R&R
sajourn also provides an oppaor-
tunity for each man to see some
country other than Vietnam dur-
ing his tour of duly.

(Hfering a variety of settings

MACV, Joint Service Team

{Continuwed From Page 1)
the couniry to provide close alr
support to all allied forces
engaged in combat operations.
The Air Force strikes the ene-
my's lines of communications,
attacking his assembly areas
and supply bases. It also pro-

\rgu an e !'ire aeﬂﬂbru?hp-
ply capahility for use by the
dispersed combat

Rrolgp
elt:meuta This capabillly las
eﬁ“m revolutionary
hrdnpm»mi orl in pr
a means for the rapid relumljun
of refugees and the condoct of

reseltlement operations.

Marines Assisi
The Il Marine Amphibious
Force (III MAF) provides both
ground and air combat forces to
conduct operations in the morth-
ermmmost provinees of Vietnam.
The Marines also engage in civil
upﬂ’nlluﬂ.i with q?m“d]hu:i: Ac-
whi:h work with Regional
Forces/Popular Force (RF/PF)

Advisory Effort
Included in the U.5. effort lo
defent lhemcm.:.'lnhr lasknf

assisting the government of
Vietnam in rebuflding and revi-
talizing its armed forces. This
has besn done lv through
the assignment of U5, service-
men in the capacity of advisors,
and there are over §000 ptufmnb
nel assigned to that type of jo
at the present. Initially, their
primary task was the iraining
of the Republic of Vietnam
Armed Torots (RVSNAF ), bt
this emphasis has shified to sup-
plying  amd nudppurrlng the
trained asctive duty forces with
materials and fire support. Ad-
visors are also able to devole &
considerable amount of their at-
tention to the paramililary
forees such as the Popular
Forces (PF) and Reglonal
Forces (RF). Those forces pro-
vide a large portion of the ter-
ritorial securitly for the pacifica-
tion program.
Pacification Program

The purpose of the pacifica-
tion program is o guarantee to
the people in Vielnam 'I:I'll! bene-
fits of a free society. £
curity it prwides has meuin tht'

Tour In RVN Is Challenge

{Continued From Page 1)
that North Vietnam organized
and direcied the aggression,
backed by communist China.

The cadres of rrilla fight-
ers, saboleurs assassing who
form the backbone of the Viet
Cong were specially trained in
North Vieinam.

No Room For Doubt

“Had all these (thousands
from North Vietnam) crossed
the line al onee—as the North
Koreans did in invading South
Eorea 15 years ago (in 1950)—
npobody in the Free World could
have doubted that the assaunlt
on Vietnam was an aggression,”
Mr. Rusk said.

The communisis recognize that
Vietnam (= the-testing ground.
The North Vietnamese Army
head recently referred to South
Vietnam as a model of the na-
tional liberation movement.

“If the special warfare that
the U.5, imperialists are testing
in South Vietnam is overcome,
then it can be defeated every-
where in the world,” he sald.

In answer to the eommunist
threat, and in support of our
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objective of insuring the inde-
?-meru:e of Vietnam, President
ohnson has declared that we
will do everything necessary to
reach that objective.

|.cl Biated

He said, *We will do this to
convinee the leaders of North
Vietnam—and all whe sesk io
ghare their conguesi—of a very
simple fact:

“We will not be defeated.

“We will not grow tired.

“We will not withdraw, either
openlty or under the cloak of &
meaningless agresment.”

Despite years of war, political
instability and division of their
country since 1954, the people of
South Vietnam fight on with
coprage and determination.

The Third Face

These people represent what
President  Johnson calls  the
*third face of war in Vietnam ™
the most tragic and the most
hopeful.

It is the face of human necd.
It is the vntended sick, the hun-
gry family and the illiterate
child, Tt is men and women,
many withoul shelter, with rags
for clothing, struggling for sur.
vival in a very rich and a very
fertile land,” the President sald.

farmer and small villager more
hopeful and more willing to
resist the efforts of the Com-
munists to recrull replacement
troops Irom his family, extort
food, and terrorize his commu-
nity., This resistance has besn
possible by & new civic pride
instilled in the people who are
belng shown by thelr govern-
miepl asd MACY advisors how

help themselves to a betler
life. Trds assistanee lakes many
forms: malerials, food, agricul-
tural advice, wells, buildings,
roads, educational facilities and
medical treatment. With the as-

and opportunities for sightsee-
ing, relaxation and recreation,
the R&R siles are located at:

—Bangkok, where nightlife is
festive and plentiful, a city in
which exquizite jewels and the
world's finest silks are sold.

—Honolu'y, in the sun-
splashed islands of Hawaii
where one can meet his wife or
family in a selting of swaving
palms and inviting white
beaches,

—Hong Kong, a free port,
where the nightlife dances from
plush restaurants to side-street
cabarets, a city of oriental
maglc and mystery.

Pace Is Leisurely

—Kuala Lumpugr, the capital
of Malaysia, where the hotels
are swank and modern and the
pace af life leisurely.

—(eorgetown on the island of
Penang, & free port with gquiet
beaches and where the cost of
living will
budget.

—Taipel, the capital of the is-
fand of Talwan, a friendly, In-
expensive ecity, surrounded by
green, rolling countryside and
situated near sparkling. white
beaches,

—Tokyo, the largesi cily in
the world, a centér of nightlife
and activity, where some of the
finest camerns and electronic
equipment are sold.

Sydoey Friendly

—Sydney, a modern cosmo-
palitan city of friendly, English-
speaking Australians with whom
Americans always bave fell a
special kinghip.

—Manila, 8 paradize of beau-
tiful scenmery, rich In loace and
imiricate wood carvings, modern

match anyone's

sistance of MACY they now have
a better reason to support their
government and a far greater
hope for its success in the years
o Ccome.

in design and accommodations.

—Singapore, the old, enchant-
ing city of intrigue, featuring a
host of cabarets and restau-
ranis, a city in which goods
fru:!n all over the world are
sold.

The MACY directive author-
izes each serviceman one R&ER
trip outside Vietnam his
12-month towr. Eligibility for
R&R begins after completion of
three months of the four. Those
who extend their tours are i
ble for another R&R during
extension,

Nine Rules
1. Remember we are
guests here. We make no
demands and seck no spe-
clal treatment.

2. Join with the reuple.
Understand their life, use
phrases from their [an-
guage and honor their cus:
toms and law,

3 Treal women with
poliieness and respect.

& mﬁu mmm' d
Among an
common people.

5. Mﬂn give the Viet-
namese the right of way.

6. Be alert o se
lldruﬂ:lnrﬂ:l. wit
lhrul.lli.ln
ll'llnlalh'urtil.iﬂ-
lrhl-!l.rll!m-
al behayi
Avold ze
Irom
display of
vilege.
8 Above all vom are
| members of e U, ml

tary forces on a dillicult
mission, responsible for all
your official and personal |
s g g o=
yoursell amd the

Siales of Ameriea.

um
TEITEY
K. tle l.iu:.;ur-
sell people a
of wealth or pri-

AFVN's Radio-TV Stations Reach

97 Per Cent Of All U.S.

The American Forees Vielnam
Network (AFVN) spans the He-
public of Vietnam with informa-
tive and entertaining radio and

jon  programming  for
members of the US. Armed
Forces.

Every day, seven fully opera-
tive television stations air many
top-rated shows from the United

States as well as Forces
Information material, news,
sporis and locally produced
shows.,

The AFVN ielevision stations
are located af Salgon, Cam
Ranh Bay, Tuy Hoa, Qui Nhon,
Pleiku, Da Nang and Phuo Bai,
They broadeast on Channel 11.
A TV translator which televises
on UHF Channel 78 is located
at Phan Rang, Ships of the Sev-
enth Fleet on Yankee Station
also receive the weekly televi-
sion package [rom the Saigan
TV station.

AFVN Hadio broadeasts 24
hours a day [rom six sistions
which cover South Vietnam.
Presently, 57 per cent of the
U.S, Forces here can receive
a radio signal with a low cost
transistor radio.

The radio stations are located
at Seigon (540 KC, 50,000 watis),
Dong Ba Tinh (900 EC, 50,000
watts), Qui Nhon (770 KC, 10,000
watts), Pleikn (580 KC 50,000
waliz), Da Nang (550 KC, 10,000
watts), and Chu Lai (B0 EKC,
250 watis).

Several of the signals are

in:-hd up by ships of the Sev-
F . ;k:lp:'n the South
Ehmn Sea and the Gull of Ton-
in.

Primary radio network pro-
grams originate in Saigon, but
the other five stations also

broadcast local programming

several hours a day,

The AFVN newsroom im Sai-
gon  provides up-to-the-minute
news of the war, the U.5. and
the international scene every
hour on the hour,

AFVN pews sources inclode
the major American networks
and wire services, the Armed
Foarces News Bureau in Wash-
ington, the Military Assistance
Command, Vietnam, other mili-
tary information offices end the
Jaint United Ststes Public Af-
falrs Office in Salgon.

Forces

The mission of AFVN is to
provide information and enter-
tainment for U.S. Troops
Vieinam, Both radioc and tele-
vizion feature a wide wariety
of programming in an attempt
to satisfy the many different
spe groups and taste of Ameri-
cans here,

The Network Headguariers is
located in Saigon. The malling
address is APO 95300,

Enemy....
{Continued From Page 1)

The Republic of the Philip-
pines Iz expected to continue ifs
gffort in the feld of civic action
with a 2,000 man plus civic ac-
tion group. The Philippine con-
tribution to the fight against
communist aggression has been
sctive since 1864,

Natlonalist China has a politi-
cal warfare group acting as
advisors (o various RVNAF
headguarters and schools. Na-
tionalist China also has a medi-
cal nmssistenee team and an
agricultural misglon in country.

Spatn has a military medical
mission which operatés in &
Vietnamese provineial hospital
devoted {o the heglth and well-
being of the clvilian population
in that aresa.




