- During this periocd a concerted efrort was also made to suppress the
enany SaM capability and w.iti-aireraft weapons which showed a significant
incrnsase after cessation of ‘bombing north of the 19th Parallel. One
special three week operation, named "THCR' was initiated on 1 July, which
concentrated a high density of strikes in the area just north of the DMZ,
The jpurpose of "THOR! was to neutralize the Worth Vietnamese artillery
and lanti=aircraft guns which had been active in this area, These pro-
grams were successful as indicated by the few aircraft losses when com—

pared to the large number of missions flown.

. The bombing of North Vietnam was halted completely on 1 November in
a further attempt to hasten the peace negotiations., Up to the bombing
halt), 32,474 missions were fllown over North Vietnam. The breakdown by
individual service is: 5,445 by the Marine Corps, 11,665 by the Navy
and Air Force pilots flew 15,496 missions, including 132 B=52 missions
over! the north and in the DMZ,

| Since the bombing halt, missions over North Vietnam have been
limited to unarmed reconnaissance aircraft accompanied by escorts
armed with appropriate weapcns for countering SAMs and anti-aircraft
fire, In addition, Search and Rescue (SAR) forces have been employed,
acco@panied by suppressive fire when required, for rescue of downed

crewnembers,

' United States! losses oVer the North during the year were 14/
fixeﬁ wing alrcraft and two helicopters, attributed to enemy aircraft,
surfhce-to-air missiles (SAMS) and anti-aircraft fire, Enemy aircraft
losses during the year were seven MIG-2ls and seven MIG~17s. Of these,
eight were downed by Air Force and six by Navy aircrews
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iA CHRONOLOGY OF ATR OEEEA TIONS AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM 196) - 1968

Air operations commenced against North Vietnam on 5 August 1964, as
a retaliatory action for the communist torpedo boat raids against the des-
troye s USS MADDOX and USS TUHNER JOY in international waters in the Tonkin
Gulf.. The attack was directed against the torpedo boat base in the vicinity
of Vinh by 64 U.S. Navy aircraft from the USS TICONDEROGA and USS CONSTEL-
LATION The first U.S. aircréft downed to hostile fire were on this raid,
an A~ Shyhawk and an A=l Skyraider. The next two air attacks against North
Vietnim were also retaliatory in nature and were carried out as a result of
attacks against U.3. forces aﬂ Pleiku on 7 February 1965, and at Qui Nhon
on 11 February 1965. The air operations were again mounted from aireraft
carriérs and carried out agaiﬁst NVN Army barracks and port facilities in
the ang Hoi area. The carriérs involved were the USS CORAL SEA, USS HAN=~
COCK and USS RANGER.

ls the enemy's offensive actions {n South Vietnam increased

in intensity, United States involvement gradually increased. The first Jets
were introduced into the Republic in late February 1965 to increase the cap~
ability for support of ground operations. The first scheduled air strike
against the movement of supplies from North Vietnam occurred on 2 March 1965,
In two separate strikes on this day U.S. Air Force aircraft attacked supply
areas |Just north of the DMZ and a joint VNAF/USAF strike was flown against

a porq facility and supply t:Enshipment point 20 miles northwest of Dong Hoi.

dn 15 March 1965 the next strike against supply activities was sched-
uled. | This was a highly successful strike against the Phu Qui ammunition de-
pot bﬁ both Air Force and Navy aireraft. A restrike against the same target
was executed on 19 March, again by a joint Navy and Air Force striking force.
Almost daily after this time, air strikes were executed against targets having
military significance in the flow of war materials south toward the Republic.
The primary targets were ammunition and other supply areas, bridges, radar
siteai and supply traffic on rail, road and waterways.

ﬂhe first MIGs were sighhed on 3 April by Navy interceptor aircraft dur-
ing a‘raid on the Than Hoa bridges. The next day (4 April) the first U.S.
alrergft were downed by enemy‘aircraft when two Air Force F-105s were downed
by MI%S as they orbited waitiqg their target time during another raid on the

Than Hoa bridges.

The first of a series ofideliberate bombing pauses over North Vietnam
was rr+om 2400, 12 May through 0600, 18 May 1965.

The first enemy aircraft\downed by the U.5. occurred on 17 June 1965
when two Navy F-4 Phantoms frqm the USS MIDWAY engaged four MIG-17s and
downed two of them,

B—52 bombers were 1ntroduced into the war on 18 June 1965 for the first
time with their early raids lymited to South Vietnam.
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$n 2L July 1965, the fir$t U.5. aircraft was downed by a surface-
to~air missile (SAM). It was an Air Force F-4 Phantom on a strike
againét a munitions plant 40 ﬁiles west of Hanoi.

A second bombing pause w. s initiated by the U.3. at 1800 on
2l Degember 1965 and continued until OO0l on 31 January 1966, Up
to this pause 25,340 strike sorties had been flown since 5 August
1964, iver North Vietnam. A gsortie is an action by one aircraft
betwe%n the takeoff and landing.

The first B-52 strike in North Vietnam occurred on 12 April
1966 against the Mu Gia Pass, where the Ho Chi Minh trail passes
through a gap in the mountaind

Vietnam based Marine pilots Jjoined in strikes againat North
Vietndm during July 1966.

1
‘actical air strikes ¢ nced in the DMZ on 24 July 1966 and B-52s
hit t DMZ for the first time on July 30th,

2 December 1966 the U, S lost 8 aircraft to enemy action in raids
over North Vietnam, the most ost in any one day.

Qhristmas and New Years bombing pauses were initiated by the U.s.
over the periods of 0700, 24 QBcember to 0700, 26 December 1966 and
0700, 31 December 1966 to 0700 2 January 1967

One of the most significant days in U.S. alr action was 2 January
1967 when 7 MIG-21ls were downed by U.S. Air Force F-i Phantoms near Hanoi.

ﬁhe fifth bombing pause was initiated by the U.3. from 0700, 8 Feb-
ruary mo 0100, 14 February 1967 over the Vietnamese TET holiday.

other major alr battle pver Hanoi occurred on 31 May 1967 when 7
MIG—l's were downed by U.S. Air Force pilots.

ﬁ four—hour bombing pause\was declared on 23 May 1967 on Buddha's
b:i.rthday. |

TPe record number of missions by U.S. aireraft over North Vietnam
was on 19 August 1967 when 209 were flown, 94 by the Navy, 88 by the Air
ForceNFnd 27 by the Marine Cor%s. The individual service high missions

over North Vietnam are as follpws
USAF - 105 - 18 AUG 67
USN - 94 - 19 AUG 67
, UsMC - po ~- 16 DEC 67

A Christmas bombing pausd covered the period 1800, 24 December to
1800,|25 December 1967. In addition, a New Years pause was held from
1800, 31 December 1967 to 0600 2 January 1968,
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The TET celebration of 1968 called for the ninth and final pause at
18005 29 January but it was cancelled at 0930, 30 January due to the TET
offem81ve.

'On 31 March 1968, bomblqg of North Vietnam was limited to below the
20thParallel, Up to this t the prime targets had been jet airfields,
as well as major military, manufacturing, and transportation sites. In
addition, effort was expended to neutralize the enemy air defense capa-
bility by hitting radar sites, SAM sites, and antiaireraft positions.
Subsequent to 31 March, the primary effort changed to interdicting the
flow | jof materials through thé Panhandle.

;Bomblng of the North was halted by decree of President Johnson at
21001 Nov 1968. As of that time, the following statistics had ac-
cumulated :

1. ?STATISTICAL SUMMURY OF AIR NORTH 1964 - 1968

, USN  USAF USMC TOTAL
Sorties 1964 64, - - 0 64
1965  unk  unk Q 25,276
(TOTAL) unk = unk ) 25,340
Missjons 1966 10,612 12,277 1,19 21,083
L 1967 11,732 8,575 7,331 37,638
1968 11,665 6 5,445 32 474
: (TOTAL) 34,009 46,216 - 13,970 94,195
2. B-52 MISSIONS OVER NORTH VIETNAM AND THE DMZ
' N ez
1966 13 29
1967 - 63 174
1968 _65 L7
(TOTAL) 1 270
3. ENEMY ATRCRAFT DOWNED BY U.S. ATRCRAFT OVER NVN
USAF USN . TOTAL
MIG jl 25 8 33
MIG 37 56 21 7
AN 2 0 o 1
(TOTAL) 81 30 131
L. U.S. ATRCRAFT DOWNED BY ENEMY HOSTILE FIRE OVER NVN
FIXED WING 919
HELICOPTER 10
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Adrillas 't TALoEDS

Faul = Officisl U,5. aircrart losses in connection with the

wip in Vietnaw throush 31 December 1968, the figures in parenthesis

FIAFDL NG AZRCEC AT |

b
»orp

! AFL ] . '}‘.:‘- 4"Lr I : 1 s 21;{)

i YN g 919
| SRR 327

CUATTACEY IT: 1,247

HOLTOOTTERS

L CATRGUIY T: 98D
% WV 10
| RV 972

P CATLUCKY TX: 1,293

|
|
£l

i : ) o
refresent those aircraft l@st from 2 January 1968 to 31 December 1908:

(1968 LCSSES)
{251)

(143)
(108)

(381)

(519)

- (2)
(517)

{519)

| CATEGCEY I - Combat aireraft lost to hostile action while

ing missions over North Vietnam or the Republic of Vietiam.

%CATEGORY IT - Combat aircraft lost to non~hostile actien,

support aircraft losses and all other airceraft losses in con~

L. . .
nection with the war,

*NVh (Started 5 August 1964)
*%R}IH (Startec 1 January 1961)
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VoS, BMAVY CPatATICNSGS

1946

{0

The L.7. Wavy suoport of the Vietnam effort is provided by two
rrimary Torces.  One avsigned inecovurtry as a screcified command =

Nngl Forces Vietpam, and the other - U,S, GEVENTH Fleet, pro-
viding ~oval eunfire, amphibious nnd tactical air support,

HAVAL FORCHS VIETRAM (WAVFORV )

Oncratiions conducted within the Republic of Vietnam by
iring 1958 were preatly expanded and marked by significant
changes in sirategy.

Fer the {irst time in the war U.S. Navy units began operations
arainet cnemy infiltration routes along inland waterways of the III Corps
Tactical Zone, Increased security along the Republic's shipping channels
and coeostal waters, through inerecased strength and capabilities of existe
ing heval units, led to the creation of Operation SEA LOKDS in October,
Tr addition . O. Navy units began extensive training programs in 1968 to
inarease the effectiveness of Vietnamese daval Forces,

OPERATION BARKET TIME (Task Force 115): During the year U.S. Havy
and Coast Guard units conducting MARKET TIME patrols contin:ed coastal
surviellarce, During their patrols units detected more than 770,000
eraft, G5 mercent of which were boarded or irspected., Betwsen Fehruary
2lst and 1 Narch FAAKST TIME units intercepted five enemy trawlers, Two
were turrned back and three were destroyed, One trawler alone was carrying

over 65C carbines, sub- and light machine gurs and large quantitics of

assorted grerades and armunition,

MaalaT T units alse greatly increased the use of fice support
canabillities providing naval gunfire missions and blocking patrols in
support of sround operations during 1968, These offensive oporations
cost the enemy 1,111 killed, 77 captured and more than 9,0C0C structures
or craft destroved or damaged, '

QMIRATION Galil WARDEN (Task Force 116): An increased nvmber of river
natrol boats (PRRs) on GAME WARDEN patrols operating along inland waterways
in conjunction with "Seawolf” light helicopter fire teams, nearly doubled
their acuivities in 1968, Their increased capabilities also enabled them
to exnand operations to the I Corps Tactieal Zone,
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SOAL Vel ACUADLY FORCE (Task Force 117): The diver Ascault
Force also dnubled in size in 1968 with the addition of two self~nropelled
Daroueks chdne and 86 attack eraft,  Combined with UJS. Apmy units to form
the Mobile uiverine Force, Task Forne 117 continued to renetrate enemy
sanetun-~ies fhrenshont the Delta, They also expanded oneritions, bring-
ing new orassures and inflicting beavy losses on t e enemy in southern III
Sorps i northern I Corps,

Diming Ahe Tet offensive Navy units throughout the courtry took a
sipndfiennt mart in piving the enemy one of his worst defeats of the war,
Thoir srentest effort however was made in the Mekong Delta area, There,
Riverine Force units nrovided the main force.in repelling enemy attacks
at M Tho, Dong Tam, Cai Lay and Vinh Long, At the city of Zen Tre a
concentraved effort by Game Warden natrol beat and Seawolf helicopter
pnship crews manzred to stem the enemy attack after two dawys of heavy
firhtine,

Threousout the year V.5, Navy units continued to search out and en-
rags tre ememy, Inflicting heavy losses, By October TF 115 had sxpanded
its nevel munfire sunnort onerations and had begun raids into the IV Corps
watarm

e walle continuing to maintain coastal surveillance, TF 116 had
inereused its strength sufficiently to maintain patrols on all the major
rivers in the Delta, Operations of TF 117 had been expanded follewing the
arrival of the second task group, These develorments permitted, for the
first time, coordinated operations of all three Task Forces,

Operation SEA LORDS was initiated in late October for the conduct of
coordinated operations into previously secure enemy strongholds along the
rivers and c¢znals south of the Bassac River, This operation is directed
at interdicting enemy lines of communication from the Gulf of Thailand to
the Bassac Hiver., In addition it is designed to open the Trans-Delta
witerways and pacification of the adjacent areas and the clearing and
racification of the Bassac Islands,

One of the most far reaching programs undertaken by U.S. Navasl Forces
during 1968 s the extensive training program for Vietnamese Naval Forces,
This valuakle trnaining in toth operations and maintenance will enable
the Vietnomese MNovy to assume the defence resnonsibility of its cosstal
wnd inland waterwsys, I addition to numercus other activities in 1942,
the Vietnamese MNavy assumed the responsibility of eight of the 53 coastal
surveillance stations and is now responsible for the Dong Nai River and
long Tau River sweeps for command detonated mines,
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U8, SBVEMTH FLWIT

G BiALs Seventh Fleet ships, ranging from the rocket~firing USS
WiLITe 2LVt to the world's larpest artillery platform, the battleship
NE# JUNSED, covered all areas of the coast of North and South Vietnam
Juring 1968, _

Navy sunport was divided into three areas: North Vietnam, the
Damilitarized Zone and South Vietnam, Up through 31 March 1968 (end of
homhins shove the 20th parallel) all of North Vietnam was target for the
Navy's asircraft and off-shore guns, From April until the bombing halt
on Movemter l, Naval firepower was concentrated in the Panhandle section
of lorth Vielnam, along the DMZ and 3out! Vietnam, Also in South Vietnam,
the Seventh Fleet Amphiblous Forces conducted 20 combat operations.

NAVEL GLEFILGS:  The year bepan with Seventh Fleet destroyers and
cruisers conducting Sea Dragon runfire operations in North Vietnam,
limiting the flow of enemy war materials into the South, The majority of

the sctlion was directed apainst coastal supply routes and air defense sites,

Shore batieries in North Vietnam kept up their firing at U.S. Navy
ships throupghout the year., In May, they scored their first hit of 1968
on 2 destroyer, the U35 OSBORNE. Damage was. light, Several other ships
were later hit with negligible structural damage and no loss of American
lives,

The summer months saw a concentration of firepower on the Panhandle
section of North Vietnam. Structures, bunkers, waterborne craft, and
supoly areas were the targets for the heavy fire, In September alone
Sea Dragon units reported destroying 154 enemy supply craft,

With the bombing halt on November 1, Seventh Fleet guns were often
directed to the DMZ., This DMZ action consisted of shelling enemy con-
centration neinte in suprort of Marine and Army troops located just south
of the DMZ, Bunkers, trenches, artillery and automatic weapons sites,
caches, "spider holes", supply areas and waterborne supply craft of all
sizes were destroyed or damaged. In Sgptember the USS NEW JERSEY, the
world's only active battleship entered combat when she fired her lé-inch
shells for the first time in war in 15 years, During December, naval
eunfire in the DMZ was sharply curtailed, responding only to evidence of
enemy precence there,

flaval punfire in South Vietnam covered Viet Cong held areas close to
shore, from the IMZ to and around the tip of the Republiec, The first NGFS
action of the vear came in support of Operation WHESLER/WALLOWA near Quang
Tri in I Corvs. Along with the cruisers and destroyers, rocket firing
ships with their ordnance were also used against VC and NVA positions,
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Wit the halt of firing missions in Horth Vietnam, Seventh Fleet
shirs, including the NEW JEk3IY, inereased their efforts in the Republie,
With thelr puns turmed in support of U.3. and Free World Force ground
opeeations in the bouth, Seventh Fleet ships inflicted heavy losses on
the oremy in the closing months of the ycar,

Comnlementing U.S. Seventh Fleet units, the Australian destroyers
HMAS HOBART and HMAS PHRTH contributed greatly to Allied Forces efforts
in offshore bombardment throughout the year,

vaVAL ATR OPECATIONS:  Navy aircraft were directed to targets beyond
the reach of shells, At the beginning of the year, carrier-based aircraft
bombed various targets around the city of Hanoi, including the Cat Bi aire
fileld and nearby railroad yards and thermal power plants., Restricted to
the Parhandle region of North Vietram in April, Navy pilots continued to
hammer enemy supnly facilities and defense positions,

In late June and early July, Navy flyers shot down four MIG-21 air-
er2ft over North Vietnam, bringing the tctal of communist aircraft downed
by Maval Aviators to 27 since June 1965.. (Additional information on Naval
air operations in NVN may be found in Section V of this summary.

AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS: During the year, the Seventh Fleet Amphibious
Forces conducted 20 combat operations in the I Corps tactical zone of
Vietnam. Two amphibious ready groups (ARGe) patrolled off the Vietnamese
coast last year. There was at least one ARG on the line at all times,
Each ARG carried a special landing force (SLF), consisting basically of
a Marine battalion landing team (BLT) and a helicopter squadron, The ARG/
SLF is a combat-ready fast reaction force, capable of moving quickly to

any area.

This Navy-Marine Corps force can launch its own independent operation
or respond immediately to support of in-country operations., On several
occasions, the ARG terminated one operation, backloaded the SLF, and shift-
ed the entire force up to 100 miles in 48-72 hours, launching a new assault
responsive to the rapidly changing situation,

In July, Operation Eager Yankee saw the initial helicopter and water~
borne assault launched under cover of darkness. In Operations Swift Move
and Valiant Hunt, the ARG/SLF turned its attention to cordon, search and
clear operations, designed to eliminate VC infrastructure in furtherance
of the accelerated pacification campaign.
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In addition to combat amphibious operations, three "special" operw
ations, nicknaved hMighty Yankee, Tight Jaw and Liberty Canyon were
conducted. The first two operations saw the successful repatriation
of 21 North Vietnamese prisoners-of-war. These men were returned to
North Vietnam from amphibious ships., They were disembarked in small
boats at a point in international waters nsar Vinh, approxamately 150
miles north of the LMz,

In Uperation Liberty vanyon, the amphivious ships transportea a
large segment of a U.S5. Army division from I Corps to the IIl Corps
tactical zone.

Other combat amphibious ships of ARG were engaged in special combat
support lifts of eiuijment, supplies and troops. Continuous support was
also provided to Oueration Market Time, Game Warden and Mobile Riverine
Force units,

Task Force 76 landing ship tanks (LSTs) were an asset for the
delivery of personnel, sup;lies and ma jor equipment to and within Vietnam,
often through hostile, shallow waterways -- and many times uncer fire,

Throughout the ysar, in a total of 675 trips; ships of the Amphibious
Force lifted almost 23,000 troops, more than 9,600 vehicles and 670 million
pounds of earge to ports in Vietnam and in the western Pacific.,

During the enemy's Tet offensive, the Amphibious Force was called on
to increiase its support of Allied troops in the Hue and Cua Viet areas of
Vietnam, Hue was cut off by enemy forces and the Cua Viet area was being
subjected to enemy artillery attacks.

The Amphibs had to find a new route for deliveries, Navy Frogmen
from one of the ARGs surveyed the beach at Thon My Thuy, about midway
between Hue and Cua Viet., The site was found to be suitable for smaller
landing craft, but not suitable for beaching LSTs, The problem was re-
solved by installing over 700 feet of pontoon supported causeway to
accomodate offloading directly from the LSTs. '"Wunder Beach™ as it was
nicknamed, proved to be an important factor in keeping the men ashore
supplied until the tempo of operations returned to normal,
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4968 U.S. CASUALTIES AND ENEMY KIA

The following is a recap of the weekly casualty figures
released by the Department of Defense, These figures reflect
the casualties reported to the Department hy the military ser-
vices during the week indicated. Delayed reports and status
shanges (missing to dead, died of wounds ete) for earlier weeks
wore included in the totsl of week they were received. This
table includes casualties reported from 30 December 1967 through
i January 1969. ‘

WIER BNITED STATES FNEMY
EXDING KIA WIA (h) WIA (n=h) M/c/1 (#)l KIA T
A Jon 184 585 547 915 2033

13 Jon 278 711 612 968 2223

20 Jan 218 949 RL7 976 2021

27 Jan 202 028 777 982 2L

? Feb 116 1.529 1.228 997 16.110 *»
10 Feb 4,00 934 560 1,169 1?;11_R
17 Feb 543 1.247 1;300 1.242 6.97L
2, Feb 470 1,330 1.945 1.221 6.3L9

2 Map 51,2 1.105 1,086 1;137 b 163

G Mar 509 1.401 1.365 1.087 5,168
16 Mar 7136 853 1;063 1;103 '3‘.6!;2

23 Mar 249 1;000 965 1,072 2.987

20 Mar 130 1'.329 2;057 1,080 " 896

£ Apr 279 1;31..!4 1;8!+6 1,080 2.847
2 dpr 343 1.352 1;31;2 1;093 2.071
20 Apr 287 736 722 1;089 2,397

z7 Apr 202 1263 1.095 1.107 2.110

L My 283 974 527 1,121 4.7k
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1L Msy
12 Mev
25 Mey
1 Jun
g Jun

1% Jun

22 Jun
29 Jun
4 Jul

13 Jud
20 Jdnl
27 Jul
2 Aug

10 Aug
17 Aug
2h Aug
31 Aug
7 Sep

1. Sep
21 Sep
28 Sep
5 Oct

12 Oct
19 Oct
2¢ Oct

562 *
549
126
438
380
324

137
198
189
157
193
171
173
159
308
408
195
217

247
190
177

1,153
1.314
1,119
2,180
1,360
1.247
1,184
851
651
760
1,092
580
567
L7

679
1;398
681
739
949
818
533
659

217

253

- 272

1.072
968
1,28
1.690
1.379
1,078
1,036
1.077
597
577
922
506
187
)
575
165
1;115
719
746
813
961
793

- 619
372

178

1.128

1,211

1.215
1:209
1,209
1,211

1.200
11195
1,187
1 187
1;187
1.187
1127
1,187
1,193
1,208
1,197
1.199
1,201,
1,204,
1,203
1;21h
1,206
1,205
1,212

3.786
5,348
3,867
4.737
3.176
2.019
2,518
1_.7u
1.562
1,259+
1,549
1,671

1,461

2,102
2,129
5329
5,292
2,009
2,68
3,380
3.398
2,115
1,621
1.440
1,995




2 Yov 150 429 85 1,217 2.162

9 Nev 166 549 704 1.215% 1.401
16 Nov 127 393 638 1,212 2,107
23 Nev 160 - 573 859 1,215 2,706
30 Nov 228 L69 €25 1,261 2.7
7 Dec 192 124 ARE 1;2L3 2;006
14 Nee 222 520 €76 1.251 2.207
21 Dec 151 503 435 1,243 2,276
28 Dac 112 L29 529 1,247 2.135
L Jan 101 237 262 1.238 1.846

TOTAL W.647  47.005 46 .123 182 127

KIA - ¥illed 1in action
WIA {(h}- Jounded in action and required hospital care
WIA (n-u) - Minor wounds no hospital care required

M/C/1 # = Personnel missing, captured or interned sinee 1 Jan 1951
* Yiehest of the war

+ lowest for 1968

COMBAT DEATHS FOR OTHER FORCES TN VIETNAM

__ OTHER
Forces RVNAF ‘ FREE WORLD FORCES
Calender Year 1948 17,486 ** 979

Total since 1 Jan 1961 73,883 | 2,689

#%* As reported by GVN

1.5, MILITARY STRENGTH FIGURES IN VIETNAM

Tre fipures below represent an average of high strength periods.
(Off-shore Naval forces are not included in these totals,)

KUGTIST 1961 200 DECEMBER 1965 184,000
NOVEMETR 1962 11,000 . DECEMBER 1966 390,000
NOVEMBER 1963 17,000 - DECEMBER 1967 497,000
DACESMBER 1964 22,000 DECEMBER 1968 537,500
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LOSSES IN VITTNAM

TEAR ARMY NAVY MARINE ATIR Total
L CCRPS FORCE
LOSSES FROM HOSTILE ACTIONS
DRATHS
1961 5 - - b 11
1962 17 - - 14 31
1953 45 3 9 21 78
1944, 11e 1 2 26 17
1945 R98 75 335 61 1,369
1364 3,073 120 1,681 134 5,008
1967 5443 311 3,452 172 9,278
1942 9.373 LELH h,éla 177 14,592
Total¥® 18,959 7L 10,100 . 611 30.644
MISSING
Total 169 113 a8l 543 911
LOSSES FROM NON=HOSTILE ACTION
DEATHS
Total* 3 ,1814 510-5 1,01&5 361# 59138
VISSING
Tot alL# 73 - 2 4 79

includes 1 Coast Guard member
# cumulative from January 1, 1961 through ‘January h, 1969.

FNEMY LOSSES

YFAR. NUMEER KIA YEAR NUMEER_KIA
1960 5,669 1965 35,436
1961 12,133 1966 55,524
1962 21,158 1967 88,104,
1963 20,575 1968 181,146
1964 16,785 TOTAL 436,530

| LOSSES IN OTHER CONFLICTS
WORLD WAR I _KCREA
BATTIE DFATHS 291,557 23,629
NON~FATAL WOUNDS#* 670,846 103,284 .

* the number wounded were those who required admission to a hospital
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CFASE-FIRE PERIODS AND INCIDENTS

Since the beginning of the Vietnamese War there have been several
cease~Tires and bomb halts. In each instance there have been enemy
initiated incidents. In the following listing, those incidents in
which casualties occurred are categorized as significant.

CHRISTMAS L.
1800 24 Dec =~ 05600 26 Dec 1965 == 84 incidents

0700 24 Dec - 0700 26 Dec 1966 -~ 81 incidents (24 significant, 5 US KIA,
34 WIA)

1800 24 Dec ~ 1800 25 Dec 1967 -~ 110 incidents (40 significant, 2 US KIA
24, WIA) :

1800 24 Dec - 1800 25 Dec 1968 — 133 incidents (47 significant, 2 US KIA
36 WIA)

NEW YEARS

0700 31 Dec 1966 - 0700 2 Jan 1967 =— 111 incidents ( 24 significant,
14 US KIA, 27 WIA)

1400 31 Dec 1967 = 0600 2 Jan 1968 — 177 incidents (55 significant,
27 US KTA, 205 WIA)

IET
1200 20 Jan - 1800 23 Jan 1966 -~ 106 incidents

0700 8 Feb = 0700 12 Feb 1967 — 272 incidents (89 significant,
18 US KIA, 158 WIA)

1968 TET OFFENSIVE -~ Allied forces declared 36 hour stand-down from .
1800 29 Jan - 31 Jan 1968, The cease-{ire did not apply to I Corps

or the DMZ because of the high level of enemy movement indicated in
certain areas., The cease-fire was cancelled at 0930 on 30 Jan as the
enemy attacks took place. The enemy cease~fire was declared from 0100
27 Jan 1968 - 3 Feb 1968,

BUDDHA 's BIRTHDAY

0001 23 May - 0001 24 May 1967 == 71 incidents (32 significant,
12 US KIA, 57 WIA)

All of the above stand-down periods were accompanied by bomb halts

over North Vietnam with the exception of Tet 1968; when supply routes
south of Vinh continued to be hit,
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ENEMY MATERIEL LOSSES

Listed belew are the mere significant categeries of weapons, ammunition
and food lost by the enemy to South Vietnamese, U.3. and other Free world
Forces in 1968. These totals include the results of cache finds as well
as capturea and destroyed on the battlefield. The 1967 totals in paren-
thesis are shown for comparative purposes.

AMMUNITION TONS ROUNDS/PIECES |
Small Arms 305 - 15,236,775 (4,017,663)
Mortars 673 186,546  (4k4,107)
Grenades 56 110,778 (34,283)
Rockets’ 186 4,934 (457)
RPG 231 109, 568 (6,213)
Artillery 819 86,204, {4,016)
WEAPONS

Individual 58,173  (28,873)
Crew-served 10,811 (2,856)
FOCD ‘

Rice 5,508.8
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In terms of combat logistics requirements for eneny units, the above
can be evaluated and equated as follows: '

The individual weapons would equip more than 100 VC battalions.

The crew served weapons would be a basic complement for over 130
VC battalions. :

The rice would be sufficient to feed forty 500-man battalions for
one year,
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GENEFERAL DESCRIPTION

THE RBREPUBLIC OF VIETNAMNM

The Republic of Vietnam (RVN) is a long, narrow, crescent shaped
country which forms the southeast coastal rim of the Southeast Asian
Peninsula bordering on the South China Sea. The RVN extends about 575
miles north to south and is about 37 miles wide at the demarcation line
(17th Parallel)., At its widest point, from Tay Ninh Province to Ninh
Thuan Province, it measures about 225 miles across., It presents nearly
1,500 miles of coastline, The KVN is bordered by North Vietnam on the
north and Laos and Cambodia on the west. The long inland border shared
with Laos and Cambodia is remote and vaguely defined.

Most of the northern two-thirds of the country consists of hills
and mountains (the Chaine Annamitique), and the southern one-third is
wvainly a flat plain (the Mekong Delta). The highlands, which extend
from the northern border to within 60 miles of Saigon, are characterized
by steep slopes, sharp crests and narrow valleys and are covered mainly
by dense broadleaf, evergreen rain forests., Most peaks are from 4,000
to 7,000 feet above sea level, and a few in the north are over 8,000 feet,
In the west central part of the country, the Central Highlands or the
Western Highlands, the mountains grade into rolling, generally grassy,
upland plains, On the east the highlands are flanked by narrow, coastal
plains which are compartmented by rocky headlands, Belts of sand dunes
and, in areas with suitable soil, rice fields are common along the coast,
From the crests that mark the drainage divide in the highlands, streams
flow eastward to the sea or westward into Cambodia,

'The southern third of the RVN is an extensive, low, flat plain,
separated from the hills and mountains to the north by a band of rolling
plains called the transition zone. The zone contains dense to open
forest and scattered areas of grass and dry crops, The flat plains com=
prise the deltas of the Mekong River west of Saigon and the Dong Nai
river east of Saigon, and their distributaries, The plains arée char-
acterized by a poorly drained surface that is criss-crossed by many
streams and an intricate network of canals and ditches., Elevations in
the Delta nearly everywhere are less than 10 feet; in the rolling plains
they are commonly less than 1,000 feet. The delta is extensively cul=-
tivated in wetland rice and is generally considered the ®Ricebowl of
Vietnam" and potentially the Ricebowl of Southeast Asia." Long stretches
of mangrove swamp line the coast and parts of the lower courses of tidal
estuaries, and there are large areas of marsh. The Plaine de Jones
(Plain of Reeds) is a large marsh west of Saigon containing vast areas
of tall reeds and scattered scrub trees,
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The seasonal alternation of the monsoons determine both the rainfall
and the tempersture in the RVN throughout the year, However geographical
features do alter paterns locally, Annual rainfall is heavy in nearly all
regions and torrential in many, Heaviest annual rainfall occurs at Hus -
128 inches. The wet season, the southwest monsoon, extends from mid-May
to late September. The dry season, the northeast monscon, extends from
early November to mid-March, These two B jor seasons are separated by
short transitional periods, the spring transition from mid-March to mide
May and the autumn transition from September to early November. This
weather pattern holds true for most of the Republic. The exception being
the northeast coastal region, where the seasons are reversed,

Through administrative division, the RVN consists of four corps
tactical zones, or corps, and certain separate aréasﬁsuch as the Capital
Military District. The corps are numbered with roman numerals, I through
IV from north to south, Each corps consists of a number of rovinces:

I Corps (5), II Corps (12), III Corps (11), and IV Corps (16), 44 provinces
in all. Each province is organized into districts. Districts are organm—
ized into villages with an average of 8-12 villages per district and 4-6
hamlets per village,

I CORPS is the smallest of the corps tactical zones in area and with
a population of approximately 2,989,000 it is also the smallest in pop=-
uwlation, It is narrow and generally very rugged, Some of the mountain
peaks are in excess of 5,000 feet, The coastal plains are fertile and
will support two rice crops annually,

II CORPS, the largest of the four in area, is third in population
with approximately 3,013,000, The area is divided geographically into
two regions, the Central Highlands and the Central Lowlands. The northe
ern portion of the Central Highlands varies in elevation from 600 to
1,600 feet, with some peaks much higher, It 1s covered with bamboo and
tropical broad leaf forest, interspersed with farms and rubber planta-
tions. The southern portion of the Highlands lies at the 3,000 foot
level. It slopes gradually toward the Cambodian border to the west and
falls off sharply and steeply toward the sea on the east, The Cental
Lowlands, along the coast and in the river valleys, are fertile and
extensively cultivated, Most of the population lives in this portion
of the corps area.

III GORPS, although not usually considered the delta region, contains
the northern portion of the Mekong River Delta. Topographers call this
area the transition zone because the mountains of the Central Highlands
change to flatlands where most of the terrain is under 625 feet in ele-
vation. Much of IIT Corps has been cleared for cultivation of rice, but
large tracts of rain forest still stand along the Cambodian border and
central provinces of the zone, Second only to IV Corps in population,

III Corps includes the most heavily populated areas of the Republic,
including the capital city Saigen.
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Of the almost 5.5 million people living in the III Corps Tactical
Zone, 2,204,000 live in the Saigon/Cholon area. Another 1,148,000
people live in Gia Dinh Province which surrounds the capital city.

The IV Corps Tactical Zone is the heaviest populated area of
the Republic of Vietnam with more than 5,996,000 peoplee Except for
isolated peaks, the land in the IV Corps area does not rise over 10
feet above sea level, Rice is the chief crop of the fertile soil
of the Mekong Delta., Canals criss-cross the area, dense rain forests
cover the western portion, and mangrove swamps abound along the coast,
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POPULATION

FIGURES

1968

Republic of Vietnam: 17,498,000

Provinces:

I Corps: 2,989

Quang Nam,... 013063
Quang Ngaieeeso59h
Quang TiNeeses olll&l
Quang Triecsesese293
Thua Thienee..e515

il Corps: 3,013

Binh Din.h......906
Binh Thuaheesee321
Da.rlaCo-oooooo-233
Khanh Hoaonooooll-bo
Kontumeeeaoeoees99
Lam Dong.-.......'?o
Ninh Thuan.....l?‘#
Phu Bm.--.-...-f’ﬁ
Fhu Yen.....--.315

Major Citjes:

Sa.igon...2,201u900
DaNang. LEN |289]578
Hue.-......lB0,000
Bien Hoae.e138,455
Qui Nhon,..116,818
Can Tho..l00081,£&76
My' ThO....-.Bl,BOB
Vung Tal....79,092
Mt..t....77’158
Phan Thiet..73,971
Nha Trang...71,501
Rach Gides.s71,376

(In Thousands)

Heiku.‘........lEé
Quang DMiCesseesa3?
Tuyen DuCasseesl8B2

III Corps: 5.453
Bien HoQeesese QL}38

Binh Duorigessee234
Binh Long.......()h
Binh TW........&&
Gia Dinhe....1,148
Hau Nghiaeses.o1l80
Lon,g Moveoosoalid2
Long Khanh..-..]lo.o
Phuoc Longa esessidy
Phuoe Tuy......188
Tw Ninh‘.'....326

Ban Me Thuot. 067’665
Ben Tre

(Truc Glang).61,304
Long Xuyen....56,508
Cam R&nh......53,854
Quang Long ‘

(Camﬂu).- rooc52,78 3
Khang Hung

{Soc Trang)..51,306
Hoi MUQQQQOOOM’IZT
Quang Ngaieeeohl,595
Sa DOC--......39’381

IV Corps: 5,996
An Giang-o.oooosl&8

An Xuyen...eeee274
Ba Xuyen.......359
Bac LieUsseesoaa32h
Chau Doc......-h90
Chuong Thien,..248
Dinh Tuongees..612
Go Cong........169
Kien Giang.on00382
Kien HoGeeeeeee 549
Kien Phong.....355
Kien Tuonge..seeh?
Phong Dinheeesed57
Se Dec.........276
Vinh Binheeses el
Vinh Longe.esse491

Tam Ky-oooo.38157o
Chau Phu
{Chau Doc),38,436

- Tan M......BG,l(B

pleikuooooQQBB,hle
Vinh Long...33,208
Bac LieUseee31,762
Phu Cuong. + « 27,008
Kontum....-.26,908
Tay Ninh...'.26,h.13
Xuan Loc-o-ozi’2ol
Quang Tri,.,.21,837

The following are significant urban communities of the Saigon metro-

politan arsa which are not included in Saigen's population total above,
When combined the "Greater Saigon" area's population totals 2,909,395,

Tan Son Hoa...lUj,l..'ll
Fhu Thoo-ooooonh3’251

Giza Dinh....358,686
Phu Nhuan...139,476

Tan Son Nhiooo‘}l"?éB
Tan Phu......-l7,908
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VILTNAN HISTORICAL CHRCIICLOGY

The following chronclogy provides dates of events highlights and
statislics which may be of value tc the press for historical reference.
information cother than that pertaining to the United States is intended
Tor background only.

3000 B. C.
208 B, C.

111 B. C.

939 4. D.

1427
1471
1771

1802

1848

1362
1867
1383

1899

1925

Legendary founding of Vietnam.

Founding of kingdom of Nam-Viet composed of parts of
present-day southern China and three provinces in
northern Vietnam.

lan-Viet annexed by Chine and governed as Chinese province
of Glao Chi.

Vietnamese achieve independence after 1,000 years of Chinese
domination following battle of Bach Dang.

Warrior Le Loi proclaims himself Emperor of Vietnam, founds
Le. dynasty.

Vietnamese subdue Chame along central Vietnam cocastal plains,
effectively ending Champa empire.

Tay Son revolt by three brothers against rival Nguyen and
Trinh ruling houses briefly .unites Vietnam.

Prince Nguyen Anh proclaims himself Emperor of Vietnam at
Hue, takes name Gia Long. Beglnning of Nguyen dynasty,
Vietnam's last dynasty.

Tu Duc becomes Emperor, seecks to eliminate all foreign
religious and commercial influences.

French annex northern half of Cochin China.
French complete ammexation of Cochin: China.

French protectorates established over Tomkin and Annam,
btringing entire country under French control.

French cclonies and protectorates in Indochina merged
into an Indochinese Union.

Bac Dai, last of Nguyen emperors, ascends throne.
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9 Feb 1920 TFrench crush Yen Day revelt, effectively destroying the
majer nationalist ferce, the Vietnanese Hationalist Party
(VIighy) .

1830 Corvmunist Tarty of Indochine crgzanized in Hong Iony under
Izuron & Quoe (flo Chi ilinh).

1630 Viet iidrh fermed ag ceoalition of various groups seeliing
|5 it (<)
indenendence.

1640 Japan toles control of Indechina, leaving pro=Vielyr French .
adridnistrotion intect.

¢ Ler 1245 depen ends Prench rule, permits ao Dai to proclaim Vietnam's
independonce. :

19 dug 1945 Viet Minh Front under o Chi linh takes power in Hanei.
25 &ug 1945 Bac Dail abdicates in faver of the Hanol govermment.

2 Sep 1945 '"Demoeratic Republic of Vietnam" under Ho as President
rrocleined. Bao Dai named "Supreme Counsellor.!

6 Mar 1946 Trance recognizes IRV as a "free state" within the
Indochinese Federation and the French Union.

6 Jun 1946 Fontainbleau Conference breaks up after two menths with
French and Vietnamese positions irreconcilable.

23 Nov 1946 French bombard Haiphong.
19 Dec 1946 Indochina war officially begins.
8 Mar 1949 France approves self-government for Vietnam under Bao Dai.

16 Dec 1949 After defeating nationalist armies, Chinese cormmist
troops arrive at Vietnamese border.

18 Jan 1950 Comrmmnist China becomes first. country to recognize Hanoi
regime.

30 Jan 1950 USSR recognizes Hanol regime.

7 Feb 1950 U. S. and Britain extend de Jure recognition to Saigon regime.
8 May 1950 U. S. agrees to send military aid to France for Indochina war.
30 May 1950 U. S. economic nission arrives in Saigon.

15 Jul 1950 U. S. Military mission arrives in Vietnam.
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23 Dec 1950 U. 3 signs Jentaloteral srecrnent with France, Vietnan,
Corvbodie ond Lacs for indirect military ald; 14litary
Legistonee Advisory Group (1AG) Indochine established
te adrinister the aid; Vietnan becomes sovereign nation
in French Union.

7 Sep 1951 U. S. signs sgreenment with Vietnsn for direct economic aid.

26 Dec 1953 Viet Minh offensive cuts Vietnam in two near 17th Farallel.

26 Apr 1954 Geneva conference on Indochina and Korea opens.

7 llay 1954 Dien Bien Phu falls, ending French military influence in Asia.

7 Jul 1954 Dac Dai appeints Ngo Dinh Diem Prime lMinister.

21 Jul 1954 Geneva agreements end Indochina hostilities, partition
Vietnan at 17th Parallel, set national elections in 1956.

& Sep 1954 Southeast Asia Defense Treaty signed at Manila.

10 Oct 1954 North Vietnamese commmnist regime formally takes control
in Hanci.

23 Cet 1954 President Eisenhower offers U. S. military aid to Diem.
1 Jan 1955 U. S. begins direct aid to Vietnam.

R0 Jan 1955 U. S. taokes over training of South Vietnamese Army from the
French.

19 Feb 1955 SEATO treaty ratified by member states which are obligated
under treaty protocol to aid Protocol States of Laocs,
Cambodia and South Vietnam in the event of overt aggression.
7 Jul 1955 Communist China signs aid agreement with Hanoi.

19 Jul 1955 Diem declares South Vietnam will not take part in elections
preseribed at Geneva unless they are guaranteed free.

18 Jul 1955 USSR signs aid agreement with Hanoi.

23 Oct 1955 National referendum deposes Bao Dai as Chief of State in
favor of Diem.

26 Oct 1955 Diem proclaims Vietnam a Republic under his presidency.
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4 Tlar 1056

28 Apr 1956

28 Apr 1956

I's

26 Cet 1956

1 May 1957

8 Apr 1959

Hay 1959

30 iup 1959
5 Feb 1960
5 May 1960
30 May 1960
Sept 1960

25 Oect 1960
11 Nowv 2960
22 Nov 1960

Deec 1960
31 Jan 1961

Constituent dAssenbly elected in country's first national
election.

HALG officially assumes responsibility for training Vietnamese
iﬂm'fw .

French Military High Command in Vietnam is dissolved.

Vietnam's first constitution promilgated and Consitituent
Asgembly becomes National Assembly. :

French responsibility for training Vietnamese Navy and Air
Force terminated.

Diem declared to the National Assembly that the RVN was engaged
in a "hot war" and the southern provinces were in a "state of
siege."

it request of GVN, CINCPAC directed US advisors be provided
to infantry regiment, artillery, armored and separate
liarine battalion level. CINCPAC also took steps to obtain
Special Forces mebile training teams from USARPAC and CONUS
sources to assist in training RV Ranger Companies for
counter-guerrilla warfare.

Diem government vietor in second national elections.
GVN requested the US to double MAAG strenght to 685.
US announced that MAAGV was being increased to 625.

US pecial Forces team arrives RVN to conduct training.

Third Congress of the Lao Dong (Cormumist) Farty announced
its objective of "liberating SVN" through a "people's
revolutionary struggle," which would be long, drawm out,
and arduous.

President Eisenhower assures Diem of continued US assistance.
Abortive coup against Diem.

Civil Guard transferred from Interior to Defense enabling
MAAGV to train and equip them.

"National Liberation Front" set up at undisclosed location.

MAAGV suthorized to detail advisors down to all battalion
headquarters and to serve at command posts at lower level
vhen required.
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10 May 1961

SV estincbed tote) VO gtensth ot 10,000.

Us=Vi0 Treaty of Jmity and Zeonorde Relations signed in
Jiem elected for second five-yeor term in AVii's first
nresidential election.

Fresident Lenredy says US censidering use of US military
forces te help RVi.

dbassador Noliting presented credentials.

11-12 May 1961 Vice-iresident Johnscn pledged US aid to RVII forces.

11 aug 1961
Oct 1941

11 Cet 1961
18 Cet 1961
26 Oct 1961

4 Dec 1961

11 Dec 1961

1/ Dec 1961
17 Dec 1961

9 Jen 1962

vl ordered all hen between 25 and 35 to report for military
duty.

Increase of RVHAF up to 200,000 authorized.

AVNAT estimated VO strength at 17,500.

President Kennedy amnounces dispatch of Gen liaxwell D, Taylor
to S:Ei. President Diem asked for a bilateral defense treaty

and for dispatch of US troops to Vietnam.

President Diem declares nationwide state of emergency, assumes

speclal powers, and asks for U. S. combat troops.

President Kennedy sends personal message assuring Pr951dent
Diem of continued US support.

President Kennedy informed President Diem that US prepared
to participate in increased joint effort with RVN. US
uniformed forces would participate in operational missions
with RVN forces.

Two US Army helicopter units, the 8th and 57th Transportation
Companies, arrive as first complete US military units sent
to RVN.

President Kennedy letter to President Diem agrees to increase
US aid to RVN.

U. 5. Army logistical support teem from 9th Log Command
on Okinawa deployed to RVN.

ARVN to be increased from 170,000 to 200,000,
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21 Jan 19462

1 Feh 1962

3 Feh 1962

& Feb 1962

1/ Teb 1962

22 Mar 1962

1 apr 1962

& Apr 1962

25 Aug 1962

Sept 1962

22 Feb 1963

17 Apr 1963
27 Apr 1963
15 liay 1963
3 Jun 1963

11 Jun 1963

VO strength estimated between 20,000-25,000. Divided into
three categories; full time guerrillas, nart-time
guerrillas and village para-military.

US Special Forces personnel join CIDG program as advisors to
create an irreguler anti-VG para-military force.

iresident Diem launches Strategic Hamlet program.

0D anncunces creation of US Military Assistance Command,
Vietnar, under Gen. Paul D. Harkins. ‘USARYIS Support Group
(Provisional) organized to provide administrative and logistic
support to US Army combat support units in RVIN.

Iresident Kennedy states US troops in RVE instructed to fire to
protect themselves if fire upon, but are "not combat soldiers
in the generally understood sense of the word,"

First clear and hold operation initiated in Binh Duong
arovince.

USARYTS Support Group (Provisional) redesignated US Army
Support Group, Vietnan (USASGY).

VG execute two wounded American PCW's near fAn Chau in Central
Vietnan. Each, with hands tied, shot in the face. They
cculd not keep up with their captors.

US anncunces §10 million aid for emergency project to help
refugees in guerrilla war.

GV successes force o Chi Minh to change time~table. In 1959
he predicted defeat of GVN in one year;;revised estimate of 15-
20 years. Main target of VO were strategic hamlets.

DOD states US pilots flying meny VNAF operational missions
and are authorized to make tactical strikes.

Amnesty Program proclaimed for VC defectors.
First Anniversary for Strategic Hamlet Program.
Buddhist leaders presented their demands to President Diem.

Buddhist Demcnstraticn renewed in Ime. GVIl imposed martial
law in Hwe.

First Buddhist monk comnitted suicide by fire in Saigon.
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2
21

27

23y

PR FAH

2 Jdoan 1

30 Jan 1964

25 Apr 196/
2 May 1964
18 May 1964

25 May 1964
20 Jun 196/

23 Jun 1964

cati-governent ouddhist riots o dote stared in

- e e
marsest

" -

Yoy enpnn
WL

¢ A S

sresident Lennedy monounced appointrent of Henry Cabet Lodge
wosader o Hepulllic of Vietnan.

(ARt U

™Iir-

L3 curfew and censorshis:

wreke dipletatic relotions with RV

+

1-2 Ilov 1043 Dier

and Lhu overthrown and slain in military coup lead
Iy i) Gon Dueng Van (Zi7) ldnh. The Idliver Sevelubionoyy
scuiedl suspended tho constitubion and dissolved the HNationel

LT I
SaBCTINLY -

Us roecognizes Hilitery develutlonory Couneil and new provisicnsl

severivient of Drecier liguyen Hpoc Tho.
Souncil of lotables convenes to draft new constitution.

T
P

8] CGen Iiguyen Khanh replaces Minh in a non-violent Coup.

- »aj Gen Ihonh nanes himself Prenier and Maj Gen Minh Chief

of State.

4dditicnal GVI reforms; conscription to increase armed forces,
establishnent of new civil defense corps, dissolution of
Council of Notables, new constitution, and holding of elections
for = National Assembly.

President Johnson announces General William C. Vestmoreland
to replace General Harling as COMUSHACY.

Alrcraft ferry USNS CARD sabotaged while docked in Saigon
Harbor.

President Johnson requested $125 million in additional economie
and military aid teo SVN

Beginning of other Free World Assistance.
General Iarkins departs MACV,

dmb. Henry Cabot Lodge resigns; Gen Maxwell D. Taylor named
to replace him,

27 Jul 1964 Pentagon announces several thousand additional US advisors

will go to VN.
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4 dug 1964 USS 1ADILX and
: boats.
5 %ug 196/, US cayrier play

16 ing 1964 Khanh relieves
Z presidency.

25 g 1964

27 g 196/ Khanh, Minh, Kb
25 éfkug 1964 Triuwmvirate app
: govermaent.

1 Sjep 1964 National Liverg
The VG alsoc cal
demand” the wi
‘neuirality" in

3 ﬂep 186/, Khanh replaces

4 Sep 1964 Khanh announced
: in SVH.
8 4ep'1964 Government reon

TS5 140 en na
Horth Viebnoaresge

2ir strike again

rol in Gulf of Tonkin attacked by Three
T boats.
TURREER

Uss JUY attacked by five IV PT

es hit FT pens and Vinh oil tonks in first
st Horth Vietnan.

1inh as Chief of State and assunes RV

Fhanh resigns presidency.

iem apree Lo lead nation as triwmvirate.

cints Dr. Nguyen Xuan Canh to head

tion Front of South Vietnam called for a

general militany offensive against Government and US forces.

led dpon the South Vietnamese people to
thdrawal of US troops and the establishment of
SVN .

trimvirate with 15-member committes.

that civilian goverrment would be established

ganized; Khenh retains Premiership; Minh

becomes Chairman.

lBlSep 1964 Coup attempt pr

evented by action of generals including

Air Force Commander Nguyen Cao Ky.

1sisep 1964, New Tonkin Gulf
| EDWARDS and MOR

20’Sep 1964 Montagnard rebe)

incident: NVN IT boats harass US destroyers

TON .

llion against RVN authority centering in

Quang Duc Sector.

26iSep 1964 High National C

28'Sep 1964 Montagnard rebe
and tribal lead

21 Uct 1964 Khanh resigns t

24 Oct 196/ Phan Khac Suu e
Minister.

i

ommand set up to guide HVN to civilian rule.

lion ended following talks between Khanh
T'Se

o make way for civilian government. -

Lected RVN President; Tran Van Huong Prime
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26 éct 1964,
1 N%v 1964,
1 Iipv 1964
4 Tibv 1064

|
25 ﬁov 196/

20 ?ec 1964
|

24, éec 1964,

31 ?ec 1964

1 Jén 1865

27 éan 1965

7 F%b 1965
8 Tob 1965
9 F%b 1965

10 Teb 1965
15 Jeb 1965
19 Jeb 1965

22 I!‘eb 1965

25 #eb 1965
27 Iij;eb 1965
g M%r 1965

19 I'ilar 1965

!

H
i
¢

Civilinn Chief of Stote sworn irto office.

Civilian Premier swern into office.

VG lounch abtack aganinst Dien Hea cirbase.

FMifteen-man civilian government is installed.

Following continued student and Buddist demcnstrations

in Saigon, GVII

poses martial law and a curfew on Saigen

and adjoining provinces of Gia Dinh.

In a bloodless ¢oup the Armed Forces dissclved the High
Uational Council. Civilian Premier Chief of State and
Prarderts cabinet not effected. ‘

Zrink BGYQ in Saigon banbed.

First Jegular NVA units began infiltrating into SVI.

US military strength in Vietnan i1s approximately 23,000.

Thanh takes over

government from Huong in non~violent coup.

VC attack US compound at Pleiku. Retaliatory US air strike
against North Vietnam hits Dong Hoil.

President Johns¢n orders US government sponsored dependents

q

evocuated from IVH.

USIIC Howk air defemse missile battalion deployed at Da Nang.
EKhanh names Canh acting premier.

VC blow up Us BiQ at Qui Fhon.

Dr. Phan Huy Quat named premier, replacing Ganh.

US jets used for first time in SVN in strike against VC
in Binh Dinh sector.

Yaj Gen Tran Van
Chief.

600 ROK troops 4
US VWhite Paper ¢
Tirst US Marine

First US Army Do

1 Minh replaces Khanh as RVNAI' Commander-in-

rrive in SVH

iccuses NVN of deliberate aggression in SVH.
Infantry (3rd Bn, 9th liar) lands in SVII.

ttelion (716th NP Bn) arrives in SVI.
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10 Jun

|
|
i
25 lfar 1965

20 liar 1965

1 apr 1965
4 bpr 1965

16 A@r 1065

19 dpr 2965

J

E—J

96

L%

wr ]
3 Vay

G Yiaw

i

3

|

96

A%

b

7 gy 1955

12 May 1965 First bomb halt

2 Jun 1965
}

1965
1965
1965

11 Jun

14 Jun

17 Jun 1965

18 Jun 1965
1965

1965

19 Jun

25 Jun

U8 7th Mleet wnd

o T, - - o
US dbassy in 89

US axmy et Logd
First U5 planes

Mrst IV surfac

crickes SVIU constoel survelllonce.
igon dencped Ly VO explosicne.
stical Commend acstiveted in SVI.
snot down Ty LiiG's over LiVii.

e~to-air missile (S:ill} site reported under

construction near Hanodl.

lonolwlu Conference cn US military plans in SVI.

Us 173rd iirborn

e Bde begins arriving in SVIH.

armed Forces Council dissolves itself, votes confidence

in Quat.

LII larine Amphi

Advance party of]
in SV,

Battle of Dong X
Jremier Quat res

Generals form g
Neuyen Van Thieu

US aircrsft shoo
First B-52 bombe
Irig Gen Nguyen

VC mines blast M

blous Force activated in SVII.

over NVN .- 2400 12 May through 0600 18 May,

lst Bn Royal Australlian Regt arrives

oal begins.,

igns, returning power to the military.

tional Leadership Committe under Maj Gen

t down first MIG's over NVN.
r raid in SVN. '
Cac Ky named premier.

y Canh floating restaurant in Saigon.

27 Jun 1965 173rd Airborne Brigade undertakes first major US combat

8 Jul 1965

12 Jul 1965

offensive of war

Gen Taylor resigns as Ambassador of SVN, Lodge named to replace

him.
2nd Bde, 1lst Inf

Div begihs landing in SVN.

15 Jul 1965 MACY confirms presence of NVA 10lst Regiment in SVN.

16 Jul 1965 Defense Secretary McNamera arrives for a five-day SVN wisit.
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20 Jul 1965

Jul 1965

|
R4, Jul 1965
27 iul 1965

18 %ug 1965
12 $op 1965
25 Bep 1965
28 Sop 1965
17 Get 1965
7T %)v 1965
4 ﬁov 1965

27 I;Iov 1965
28 Nov 1965
4 Dec 1965

10 bec 1965
24, }Jec 1965

29 Dec 1965
pe

1 J%n 1966
5 Jan 1966

US Army Support

Cormand, Vietnam redesignated US frmy,

Vietnam with General Westnoreland as commander. First US
Coast Guard vessels arrive in SVI.

Few Jealand Fiel

—

d Artillery Bty arrives in SVK.

Mrst US aircraft dowmed by S&1 over LVI.

US  aircraft hit Sill sites in HVN for first tine.

rise to 125,000,
lst Bde, 101lst

U Army Task For

5 President Johnson announces US troop strength in SVII will

‘on Div lands in SV,

ree Llphe activated as the first US Army field

force headquarters in SVIl.

flonclulu confercnce on US troop deployment in SVN.

inbassador Lodge
First elements ¢
Task Force Alphs
lionclulu confers
Battle of Ilei !
FACV confirms pr
Battle of Ia Dre
ARV 7th Regimer

> arrives for second tour in SVH.

o US army 1st Cav Div (Airmobile) land in SVN.
y» redesignated Field Forces Vietnam.

nce on US t:c"oc:)p deployment in SVII.

le begins.

resence of five NVA regiments in SVIH.

mg Valley begins.

it attacked by VC at Michelin Plantation.

Heavy ARVIN casualties.

Sec Def MclNamare
VG explosives bl

Honolulu militax

), arrives in SWN for two days.
Last Metropole BEQ in Saigon.

v planning conference on SVN.

US and RVEAF begin 30-hour Christmas stand-down. Dombing of

IVl stopped (unt
3rd Bde of the [
US military stre

Firgt elenents ¢

b1l 21 Jan 66).
JS Army 25th Inf Div begins arriving in SVN.
ength in SVIT is approximetely 184,000.

of 2nd Bde, 25th Inf Div arrive in RVN.
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& Jén 1966

Jon

16 ian 10
17

18

26 dan

25 Jan 1966

31 ﬁan 1966
1 Feb 1966

7 Teb 1966

7 Feb 1966
17 Feb 1966
o

10 Mar 1966

Senicr represent

atives of UG liission, Saigen, the Vietnen

Goordincting Commuittec, Washington, and other USG agencies
neet for four dgys ot larrenton, Virginia, to determine the

corse of joint

trerdier Ky tellg

national referendw: on

1965 and that g
the GVIdse 1966 4
ccuntriside, stg

LTG Jean L. Ingl
Desut; Corsandisn

USALD represents
Cu Chi in lleu lg

U3, Tree Vorld 4
cver bthe Lunar I
in viceletion of
YWorld forees and
the periced: 13
of on intensive
encourage enemy

a1l 46 abeard kil
worst air crash

US aireraft resu
us

President Johnso
Honolulu in a twv
political, sccilal
ion of HonolwluM
military effort

US-GViT devoluticnary Develonnent progren.
the 2nd irmed Forces Congress in Saigoen that a
constitution will e held in Cctober
neral elections will be held in 19467. IHe lists
argets as:  wimning the var, pacifying the
bilizing the ecconomy and building denccracy.

er, Ubi, succeeds DG John liorton, US., as
z General, USARV.

tive Douplas Ronwery covtured Ty VO heor
L o * 4
h',‘:.ZR I’:’lel‘lce .

lorctions (ission (USCLD) Vietnanm redesignated
qeney for Internchional Development (Us.AID)

nd SVii forces undertoke an 84~hour stond-deowm

ev Yeer (TET) helidey. Ineny-initiated incidents
the cease-fire total 106; 77 against Free

20 against RVHAF units. Triendly losses over
KIA, 36 WIA, UMIA. The holiday sees the climax
US-GVIl psychologileal vwarfare campaign to
defections under the Chieu Hoi program.

1led when USAF C..)123 crashes near An Fhe in
in Vietnam to date involving US troops.

me hombing in IVIl after 37-day halt.

Military strepgth in RVN reaches 201,000..

n, Fremlier Ky and Chief of State Thieu meet at
o-day conference with heavy emphasis on the

I and economic aspects of the war. A "Declarat-
outlines the jolnt US~GVN goals of determined
along with attacks on hunger, ignorance and

disease in Vietnam.

Television forms)

Deputy US Ambass

11y begins in SVI.

ador Porter assumes responsibility for all

aspects of US support of Revolutionary Development in RVN.

US naval units b

egin river nine-sweeping operations ih RWN.
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14 ex 1966

21 Lar 19566

1 Apr 1966

1 &pr 1965

1 Lpr 1966

1 Apr 1966

1 Apr 1966
1 Apr 1966

4 Lpr 1965

Firgt USAF Squedron arrives at neuly-activated Than ~ang
airbase.

II I'ield Force Vietnam activated at Bien Hoa under G Jonathon
G. Seaman, USi: Field Force Vietnam redesignated I Iield

Force Vietnam, remains at Fha Trang under LG Stanley .
Larsen, USi.

Tirst 11 US dwver Patrol Beats armive in Vietnanm.

2nd Adr Div redesignated 7th Air Force, continues as the
US4iF component of USIHACV.

US Navel Forces, Vietnan (HAVFCRV) established to exercise
cperation control of USH forces in RVH as naval component

of USMACV.

USARV Signal Bde (USASTRATCCGH Signel Dde, SEA) activated.
Headquarters Area Cormand (HAC) activated under BG R. L.
ishworth, US4, to assume support functions formerly performed
by - HEDSUPPACT .

43, 25th Inf Div closes in RVN.

Victoriae BOQ in Saigon bombed.

Converted seaplane tender USS CURPUS CHRISTIT DAY arrives at
Cam Ranh Bay to provide a floating aviation maintenance

© facility for US Army helicopters.

12 dpr 1966

14 Apr 1966

20 Apr 1966
23 Apr 1966

Bu52's used against NVN for the first time, striking the Iu
Gia Pass near the NVi-Laos border to augment tactical efforts
to close the main infiltration route via the SE Lactian
Panhandle. It is the first use of the massive B-52 bembardment
pattern for road interdiction.

As the National Political Congress closes, Directorate
Chairman Thieu promulgates a decree for an elected conmstituent
assembly within five months. The Buddhist Institute "accepts"
the decree and agrees that the Ky government should remain in
power until the elections.

Royal ,Australian Army Task Force begins arriving in RVN.

Enemy MIG-21's engage US aireraft for the first time in the
war, unsuccessfully attacking a mlssion-support aircraft
during F-105 strike against Bac Giang rail-road Bridge 25
miles NE of Hanoi. F-4 escort aircraft counter the two 1iG-
21's and eight MIG-17's. Two MIG-17's downed.
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L

RO dpw 1900 WMot JIN-21 of dhe wr ds doewnod Ly a USiaT B fixring
widovinder rdseiles in o brief engagenent involving tvo
P-4 o (undaraged) and twe 11C-21's 65 miles Inin of Hanci;
vhe pilot ejoets.

1 llay 1966 US rilitary strength in SVII reaches 252,000.

1 loy 1960 Tirst three USK Fatrol Air Cushion Vehicles (PaCV) arrive
- in avii.

Loy 1965 LS offiecially disestablished and the Laval supnert activity,
saigen, simultanecusly esteblished under Capt H. T. King, USL,
to provide support to US Haval Foerces in IT, IiI, IV CT4's
cnd ccastal waters.

2 Jun 1966  GVH requests United Nations observers for the September
clecticns.

5 dun 1065 1st iustralian Task Foroe becones operational wunder I1
FFCACLY.

20 Jun 1966 USLY and USK aircraft bomb UL facilities =t Hanoi and
Heiphong for first time, inflicting heavy domage. Cne USLF
F-105 dewmed by ground fire. Four MIG-17's cncountered
and one probably destroyed during dog-fight. Ne Sili's
sighted.

1 Jul 1966 _USN aircraft sink three NVN PT boats in Gulf of Tonkin
capture 19 NV seamen.

1 5ul 1966 A C-141 aircraft flies from Ssigon to Travis AFB, Calif
in the first direct USAF liedevac from RVN to the US.

2 Jul 1966 Construction of new MACV headquarters near Tan Son Khut
begins,

5 Jul 1966 Vest Germany pledges 14.6 million plaster aid credit to help
P
improve social welfare facilities in SVN.

7 Jul 1966 IMIG-Rl's attack US jets 25 miles NE of Hanoi, firing air-to-
alr nmissiles for first time but with no hits.

14 Jul 1966 Philippine President Marcos signs bill providing for dispatch
of 2,000-man Philippine Engineer Battalion (FHILCAG) to 2VE.

17 Jul 1966 Ho Chi Minh proclaims partial mobilization of NVH, reiterates
intransigent stand on settlement of the war.

20 Jul 1966 USN pilot LTJG Dieter Dengler airlifted from jungle after
escaping from enemy prison camp and evading recapture for
20 days.
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22 Jul 1755
2/, Jul 1966

2L Jul 1985

20 Jul 1966
30 Jul 1966
3 dug 1966

7 dug 1966

14 idug 1966

17 aug 1966
1 Sep 1966
1 Sep 1966
5 Sep 1966

7 Sep 1966
8 Sep 1966
9 Sep 1966

10 Sep 1966

11 Sep 19656
12 Sep 1966

First civilian Philippine medical tean arrives in SVI.
U5 tachical ailr strikes cormence in I.i.

Jozel Thai Adr Force squodren arrives in SVID to ald VEAT
2irlift mission.

Tiret Dritish medicsl tean arrives in RVH.
I~52's benb enemy facilities in HiZ for first time.
lerents of 4th US Inf Div land at Qui Ihon.

Seven US aircraft dowmed over NVN (Five USAF F-105's, 1
USAF F-101, 1 USN A-1 ) rocord loss to date for one day.

196th US Light Inf Bde lands at Vung Tau.

idvance elements of the 2,000-man Philippine Civic Acticn
Group (PHILCAGV) arrive in SVN.

US military strength in RVN reaches 306,000.

USMACY logistics advisory effort transferred tc USARV as
result of transfer of RVNAF support responsibilities from
MAF to the individual Services.

First elements of 9th RUK Inf (White Horse) Div land at
Nha Trang.

11th US4 Armored Cavalry Regt arrives at Vung Tau.
Spanish medical team arrives in Saigon.

First deep-water pier in Da Nang harbor opens with arrival
of USS ALUDRA.

The first US aircraft, USAF Al-E, shot down in IMZ by
NVA AAA fire,

Flections held throughout RVN for Constituent Assembly.

First Brazilian contribution, medical supplies, arrives
in RVN.

1/, Sep 1966 West German hospital ship HELGOLAND arrives in Saigon to

27 Sep 1966

treat: Vi civilians.

RVN's 117-member constituent assembly inaugurated.
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R4 Get 1966 Us, oV, ALK, EEstralian, lew Zealand, Fhilippine and
Thai Chicfs of Gtate meet in Manila for two-day swmit
conference of war.

\
26 Cct 1966 Iresident Johnson visits Cam Ranh Bay.

|
1 Nov 1966 US military strength in RVN reaches 350,000.
15 Nov 1966 Tuy Hoa Airbasel activated.

19 ev 1966 Ineny relcases 59 Vii PW's captured at 4 Shau in larch.
2 Dec 1966 iight US aircraft douned over NVH with 13 fliers dead or
captured, both one-day reccrds for war to date.

|-
7 Dec 1966 Influentisl Constituent Assembly member Tran Van Van
assasinated in Saigon by man indentifying himself as VC.

12 Dec 1966 The Dong Nai wa#er supply system inaugurated; when corpleted
will be able to supply 127.5 million gallons cf portable
vater deily to %he 2.7 million inhabitants of the Saigon/
Cholcn/Gia Dinh area.

|

1 Jan 1967 7th 4F takes ovfr operational comtrol of 140 USi Caribou
(CV-2) aircraft, redesignated C-74 and assigned to 834th
Ar Div. |
i
2 Jan 1967 liew Year's stand-dowm period ends O700H. MACV recorded 111
vioclations during the period, 24 are significant (i.e.,

casualties incu#red).

2 Jan 1967 USAF Fw/, Phantoms down seven MIC-21's in biggest air battle
of war. Total MIG kills raised to 34.

4 Jan 1967 Two lLmericaen en%ineers and a Fiiipino released by the VC after
seven months as prisoners of the Viet Cong.

the SEVENTHFLT Amphibious Ready Group/Special Landing Force

6 Jan 1967 First US assault in liekong Delta as Marines of ILT 1/3 of
go ashore in Kien Hoa Province in Operation DECKHOUSE V.

7 Jan 1967 TFirst units of #he liekong Delta Mobile Riverine Force arrive
in-country. | .

1
9 Jan 1967 Vorld's fourth-largest dredge, the JAMAICA BAY mined and sunk
by VC at Dong Tam, Dinh Tuong Province.
\

16 Jan 1967 US announces re%umption of eir strikes in Hanoi area.

‘ .
18 Jan 1967 US announces use of bases in Thailand to support operations
in Vietnam |
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o
25 O 7

24, Feb 1967

26 Feh 1967
27 Febh 1967

28 Feb 1967
28 Feb 1967
1 Mar 1967

5 Mar 1967

8 Mar 1967

13 lar 1967

Sewviet dne I‘ountﬂ in Saigen River, first Duseion iiine
J.CUI‘C In unr.

U5 rdlitery stremgth in VI /10,000.
Mrat IR (C-peraﬁion Game Varden) lost to hestile fire.

Coast CGuard Activities, Vietnam (CUGARD.CTV) established
under ol-)eradtiona\rL control of CULALVICTV.

R8s re'_patria.téd to VN by GVI at Ben Hal river crossing,
35 ‘

it 0700 Allied forces comence observance of four-day
stend-dowm for TET. Truce pericd marked by 182 rdinor and
80 significant cense-Tire violations. :

|
US nilitary court-rartial jurisdiction over all civilian
perscnnel .;erund; with or accompa.nying US forces in Vietnem
is announced.

1740V announces :Lﬂutla‘olon of use of artillery based in RWN
against m.l:f_'bary targets in and north of the 7

First river mnei‘leld laid in HVN by Navy aireraft.
Russian nede lA.O.ﬂ rockets used for the first time in RVHN
in an attack on Da Nang AB.

Yor the first time radar-gwided US jets bomb military sites
in the Panhandle of liorth Vietnam end SE of Hanoi.

|
The HMobhile Riverine Force (TF 117) activated under commend
of CCMNAVFURYV.

DOD states nilité:ry court-martial Jur:xsd:a.ct:.on w:r.ll not apply
to newusuen. ‘

HACV ammounces néw procedure for reporting US casualties for
significant actions numerically, instead of as "light,
moderate, or hea

First USN river rﬁra.ft for Mekong Delta Mobile Riverine Force
arrive in-count &

USG announces agf“eement with RIG to base DB-527s in Thailand.
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15 ar 1967
18 Mar 1967
20 lar 1967
31 ilar 1957
1 Apr 1967
2 Apr 1967
6 apr 1967
10 4Apr 19467

19 Apr 1967

19 ipr 1967
20 Apr 1967
20 Apr 1967
25 Apr 1967
29 Apr 1967
1 May 1967

1 May 1967

4 May 1967

sregident Johnson announces D Zllswcrth Dwer will replace
D Lodge in Saigon.
|

Censtituent As#@nbly vetes unaninous final approval of entire
constitution.

rfresident Johns%n, SECDET lickamars and CJCS G35 Vheeler arrive
in Guen for talks with Iremier Iy and Chief cf State Thieu.
AiL's Dunker, Komer and Lodge and GEl Westmoreland attend.

Phu Cat's neu l?,OOO foot jet capable airfield Cpens.

GVE pramlpgates| new Constitution. Ilections for President,
VE upper House to take place 1 Sep~~Lower House on 1 Cot.

First of village and hamlet elections held. Zlection plan
includes 961 villages and 4,578 hamlets.

Vhite House announces assignment of Gl Creighton W, Abrams,
Jr. USA, as DEPCUIUSHACY.

First B-52s lan% at U Tapao, Thailand.

Light Australian Canberra (B-57) bombers of Squadron No 2
arrive at Phan g AB to make Australia the second country
o suppory BV with a tri-service contingent.

Prime Minister y announces National Reconciliation Program.

Seventh Royal Australian Regiment arrives in RVN at Nui Dat.

time. 4An electric power plant destroyed and the entire city
left in darkness. '

i
AMB Ellsworth P.| Bunker arrives in Saigon and assumes duties
as American Ambagsador to RW, replacing AMB Henry C. Lodge,

USH aireraft stane near the port city of Haiphong for the first

Village election‘ completed with 984 elections held with an
average turnout of 77 percent of registered voters. During
elections VO kill 12 candidates and kidnap 31 others.

US military strength in RVN is 460,000.

USK planes hit Kep Adrfield. First attack ageinst HVN
airfields.

GEN Creighton W, |Atrams, USA, and AMB Robert Komer arrive
in Saigon to teke up duties as DEPCCMUSMACY and DEPCOMUSMACY
for CORDS, respectively.
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10 Lay 1967
12 liay 1947
13 llay 1967
14 ilay 1967
15 Ly 1957

16 lay 1967

20 lay 1967

23 May 1967

28 lay 1967

28 lay 1967
1 Jun 1967
6 Jul 1967

11 Jul 1967

15 Jul 1967

20 Jul 1967
29 Jul 1967
1 Aug 1967
1 aug 1967

3 Aug 1967

3 Aug 1967

Kien an Airfiel
tine.

Prime Minister

First incremen
Tuwe Dat and ar

|
Larlet electioﬂ
a totel estimat

Constituent 4s

d, 5= miles SW of Haiphong hit for first

Ky announces his candidacy for President.

of liey Zealand infantrymen arrive in RVN at
placed under cperational control of ATF.

s (to last five weeks) begin irn 4,612 out of
ed 12,000 hamlets in RVN.

embly approves presidential election lau.

GalT Creighton %. Abrors, USA, assumes dutiecs as DEPCCIUSHACY .

Firgt 0~2 aire
"girddop! FAC g

h~hour allied
(71 violations,

af't, twin engine Cessna successor to the 0-1
ireraft, errives in-country ot Nha Trang.

stand-down for Buddha's Birthday.
32 significant)

A}l Field functions in pacification and nation building

combined under

CCLIUSHACY with the merger of the Civil

Uperations Office (AVMILB) and the Revoluntionary Develops
ment DirectoratF (11ACV) into CURDS.

AlB Robert W. Komer, assumes duties as DEPCCMUSHACV for CORDS.

Pirst F-5 Freed

Hanol radio emn

on Fighter Jets turned over to VNAF.

ounces death of four star NVA General Nguyén

Chi Thanh, Commander of VC and NVA operations in RVN for

three years.

Hewport merine

terminal (Saigon) officially opens.

LIG Bruce Palmer, Jr. USA, officially opens the new USARV

HQ at Long Binh.

GVM ceases cens

MACV Staff begl

orship of Vietnamese press.

ng relocation to new headquarters near TSN.

DOD announces USS NEW JERSEY (BB-62) to be recormissiloned.

A=37, the first
arrives in RVN

RVN.

light attack counterinsurgency aircraft,
ot Bien Hoa AB, for combat evaluation.

White House amnounces 45,000-man increase in personnel for

RVN presidential compaign opens.
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13 dag 1967

3 Sep 1967

- perticipote. T

10 Sep 1967

21 Sep 1967

22 Sep 1967

23 Sep 1967

29 Sep 1967
. 29 Sep 1967
3 Cet 1967

g Oct 1967

17 Cet 1967
22 Oct 1967

24 Oct 1967

29 Oct 1967
31 Oct 1967

US planes bomb railroad yard and bridge ten miles from Red
Chinese border and hit tweo other nearby rail centers in the
clesest fmerican raids to China since the Korean War.

Hationsl elections for President, Vice-President and Upper House
of the GVII. Lighty three percent of the reglstered voters
hieu elected Fresident; Ky Vice-Iresident.

VN port of Cami Fha bombed by US war planes for first time.

A 2,300~man Queen's Gobra Regt of the Royal Thai Army arrives - -
ot Salgon's Hew;ort {to be stationed at Bear Cat). _

TF OREGCE is rede81gnated AMERICAL Division.

Official comrmnique from Moscow announces signing of USSR/NVA:

military assistence agreement vhereby the USSR will furnish '
"airplanes, anti-airceraft and rocket equipment, artillery amd-
sriall erms, ermumition and other military equipment.” -

President Johnsen outlines terms for peace negotiations in a
speech in San Antonio, which becomes labeled the "San Antonie
Formula",

llew dmerican Embassy Chancery dedicated in Saigon.

The new Huey Co%ra, designed especially for ground support
in RVE, is used‘for the first time in a combat operation.

First air attac#, conducted by aircraft from the carrier

CONSTELLATICN, on the MIG capable Cat Bi Airfield, four
niles SE of Haibhong.

Australia and wa Zealand announce troop increases for RVN
from 6,300 to 8,000 and 376 to 546, respsctively. '

istered voters turn out for

Lower House eleptions.

‘ v . N -
U. S. Air Force, Marine, and Navy jets, in a coordinated raid,
bomb Fhue Yen rfield, the control center for enemy air
defense 18 mlles NW of Hanoi, for the first time in the war.
Ten MIG aireraf) destroyed--nine on the ground, one in the
air--and one other probable kill listed in addition to
extensive damage to the air complex.

|
First NVN firing of Sis at US B-52s (near INZ).

Hewly elected PFesident Thieu and Vice President Ky are
inauvgurated; the Directorate is dissolved. The new Lower
House is installed and the Constituent Assembly passes

out of exiestence. President Thieu appoints Nguyen Van boe
as Prime Minister. |
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11 Hev 1047

14 Tiov 1967

15 Tlev 1067

13 Doe 1967

23 Dec 1967

2/, Dec 1967

31 Dec 1967

1 Jan 1968
1 Jan 1968

2 Jan 1968

! g ™ " 1
LLT turns three 0L Vs over to US "neace group™ represent-

ative in Phncm}Penh, Carzbodia.

| .
-G Erone Hochmlth, U510, Corrander of the 3rd liar div, is
Iilled in o heigcbpter crash near Dong Ila in Quang Tl
Jrovince. MG ﬂ_ihvon leGall Thormnson, USi, is nomed as
his replacenen@.

wancd Shipyard [o. 2 bombed by Jets from USS CURAL SEi. First -

tine ony Hancd [shipyard has been hit,
|

sottlo of Dak To, Hill 875 taken. (LOSSES: Ird 325 KIs,
1,137 UIA; EN: [1,243KT4.

L-52
ne

strile arfa Just north of I Gig Fossz, deepest B-52
ne

g obr
trotion of JIVH yet.

4 squadron of 14 U. S, Fevy 47's, the new Corssir II aircralt,
Jein the Viekns noconfliet for the first tine in o borbing
roid over HVH,

The Constituent Lssenbly is formally disbanded after the
convening of thé first Hational Legislative Asserbly.,

The conuand eleﬁents of the US Army's 10lst Aikn Div, cormanded
by LG C. 1. Barsanti, US4, arrive in RVN in the largest and
longest aerial troop deployment in the history of modern
varfare, US tr?op strength in RVN surpasses number in

Korean War, 1

President Johns#n nakes a brief Christmas visit to US troops
at Cam Renh Bay.

A 24=hour Chrisﬁ as stand-down is observed from 241800H %o
251800H. (At the end of the truce period & total of 40 major

incidents; 1. e, resulting in casualties, and 78 minor incidents
|

recorded.) | _
' \

A 36-hour New Year's stand-down is observed from 311800H Dec &7

to 020600H Jan 68. (at the end of the truce period a total

63 major incidents; 1. e. resulting in casualties, and 107

minor incidents recorded.)

U. S. militery sfrength in RV is 486,000 (320, USA, 31,000
USH, 78,000 USMC, 56,000 USAF, 452 USCG).

| .
TWMAF strength in RVN is 48,739 ROK, 6,811 Australia, 516 New
Zealand, 2,020 R public of the Philippines, 2,205 Thailand.

najor (casualties incurred) and 107 minor enemy viclations

36-hour New_Yéar%s stand-down ends at 020600H. Sixty-three
recorded. |
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14 Jon 1960
14 Jan 1968

15 Jan 1968

23 Jan 1968
25 Jan 1940
25 Jan 1968

20 Jan 1968

29 Jan 1968

30 Jan 1968

31 Jan 1968

1 Feb 1968
1 Feb 19648

3 Feb 1968

5 Feb 1968
6 Feb 1968

9 Feb 1968

1G George 5. Selthardt, USi is appointed Senier Advisor, IV
Corps Advisory Group relieving BG William R. Desobry, USA.

786th U. S. varplane lost over IV as MIG 21 Gowns an Adr
Force F-105 (38th U. S. air~to-air loss of the war).

U. 5. District Judge George L. Hart (Washington, D. C.)
rules that wartime provisions of UQW apply to U. S.
civilians in VI (J. H. Latney vs U. S.)

VC release two U, S. servicemen (USMC Cpl and USA Pvt) near
Tam Ky, Quang Tin Province. '
1
President Johnson orders callup of 14,000 Air Force and
600 Favy Air Reservists in response to Pueblo Crisis.

Tirst sighting of enemy artillery in Khe Sanh arvea, Quang
Tri Province (9km NNW of Khe Sanh).

Allied forces declere 36-hour TET stand-down from 291800H to
310600H, except in ICTZ of RVN, the IMZ and along supply
routes in NVN south of Vinh. .

VG declare a seven day TET truce from 270100H January to 030100H

February. -

GVN cancels TET cease fire and USMACV follows suit, resuming
operations due to VC/NVA commencement of -a general offensive
throughout RVN. | ’

President Thieu geclares' martial law throughout RVN, to
ineluded a 24~hour curfew and press censorship.

U. S. Militaery strength in RVN is 510,000.

GVN declares ial law throughout the country, imposing
a 24=hour curfew, MACV follows suit in respect to curfew.

Joint U. S. -VN National Recovery Cormittee estahlished under
direction of VP in order t¢ aid ecivilian vietimg of the
VC TET Offensive '

GVN relaxes curfew allow movement during the hours 1400-1800.

U. S. Mission ounces U. 3. will release three NVN seaman
captured by U. S, Navy off the coast of NVN in July 1966, as
a reciprocal gesture for three U. S. fliers released in
January by Hanoi '

U. S. MACV, Forward (HQMACVFWD) is established at Hue — Phu

Bai, Thua Thien Province under GEN Creighton W. Abrams, USA.
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10 Fob 1962

11 Fob 1965

13 Feb 1968

15 Feh 1262

15 Fely 1968

19 Teb 1968

22 Feb 1968

22 Peb 1968

24, Feb 1968

2% Feb 1968

First sightings of Soviet-built IL-20 (Beagle) twin jet
bombers is made at Yhuc Jen Airfield, Kear ilanoi.

Intense TET Cffensive countrywide actions taper off.
Cumilative results from 291800H Jan through 112400H Feb
are: Losses: En: 31,754 KIA, 5,821 DET, 17 R3T, 7,505 I/U
1,276 C/S; Frd: 1,001 U. S., 2,082 ARVN, 60 FW KI4, (Tot:
3,143); 5,087 U. S., 7,306 ARVE, 244 FV WIA, (Tot: 13,137).

Jentagon announces Operation IVY TREE, the movement of an
additional 10,000 nen to IVl to counter expected "secound
round" comrmnist eity offensive and assault on ¥he Sanh
Combat Base (one Abn Bde TF of 82nd Abn Div and one USMC
regiment (RLT 27)(-)(Reinf) are units designated.)

USAT -/, Phantom lost over NV, marking 200th U. S. loss
in the three-year air var over NVI.

3 U. 5. pilots are released by NVN and are flowm tc Vientiane,
Lacs by ICC eiroraft.

C/2/14 Inf, 25th Inf Div captures 37 rds of CHICCM 107mm spin
stablized rockets, the first such captured, confirming earlier
report of use of this weapon by the enemy in III CTZ.

White House amnounces selection of Samuel D. Berger to replace
Tugene Locke, vho resigned in January, as Deputy U. . Ambassador
to RVIN. -

COMUSMACY, Gen Willian C. Westmoreland, . USA launches Project
TARP (TET Aggression Relief Project), a 43~day U. S. personnel
voluntary fund diive to aid the civillian populace of LRVN,
which collects a total ot $130,970.16. . .

USMC and ARVN forces retake most of Hue Citadel from VC/NVA
forces, virtually ending 25-day siege and battle of Hue.
(LOSSES: En: Approx 4,200 KIA: Frd: Approx 490 KIA).

Hanoit's port, 1.8 miles SE of. the center of the city, is hit
by A-6 Intruder aircraft from USS ENTERPRISE, the first
strike on this 11 acre complex.

25 Feb 1968 MG Julian J. Ewell, USi, asgumes commasnd of 9th Inf Div.

relieving MG George G. O!Comnor, USA.
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28 Jeb 196%

28 Feb 1968

28 Feb 1968

20 Feb 1968

29 Feb 196C

29 Fab 1968

1 Mar 1968

1 MHar 1968

S tar 1048

£ liar 19468

10 Mar 1948

16 lar 1968

Ineryr travler is sighted by MARELT TIME P3U aircraft off Ca
Veu Peninsula, IV CTZ and taken under covert svrveillance
and finally engaged 40 miles ENT of Cg Mau Poi..c, being
sunk by gunfire from USCGC WINONA about 010200H Harch.

Enery trawler is sighted by MARKET TIME P3U aircraft 160 Im B
of Iha Trang, II CTZ, and taken under covert surveillance.
Fire from VNN PCE, spooky aireraft and USN PCF destroys the
travler after it flees to a cove 10 miles N of Nha Irang

at 010231H March.

Lnemy trawler is sighted by MARKET TIME P3U aircraft and
taken under covert surveillance by USCGC ANIRCSCOGGIN. After
attempting to evade trawler destroys itself near Duc Fho,

IT CTZ, at 010235H MARCH. _

Refugees, ‘as a result of TET Cffensive, now total 599,358

(1 CT4a-121,518; II CTZ - 101,454; III CT% - Q4,766; IV CTZ -
109,441; Saigon/Cholen/Gia Dinh ~ 172,679). 68,099 homes
are reported destroyed and 19,457 Civ wounded.

Casualties from TET Offensive (291800H Jan Through 292400H Feb
are: LUSSES: En: 45,005 KIA, 7,417 DET, 40 RET, 11,027 I,
1,726 C/8: Frd: 1,825 U. S. 3,557 ARVN, 92 FW KI4, (Tot: 5,474):
9,654 Us S. 12,806 ARVN, 349 FW WIA (Tot: 23,009).

Operation NAPCLLON, vhich began on 5 Nov 1967 in Quang Tri
frovince combines with Gperation SALINE, which began on

20 Jan 68 in Quang Tri Province, to form Opereticn NAPOLEGH/
SALINE.

U. S. military strength in RVN is approximately 520,000,

MG Willianm R. Peers, USA, releives TG Willin~ T, “rec. -
USi. =g 0G, ITFV,

F R L L : . L e anCie e s o

. Bt oagsist in command and control of US units ire s
northern part of I CTZ, under the cormand of LTG 5l1l1:io-
I. Rosgon, US4, t suberdinate to CG ITT LiAT.

e

-

US casualties in VN (136,993 of which 19,313 are KIA) passes
Korean figure,

Frovisional Corps, Vietnam activated, replacing MACY I,

Iirst reported use of 107mm rkts in I CTZ when eneryy attocks
Deng Ha Combat Bose, Juang Tri Frovince.
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2/ ligr 1958

: I'roject CLilBAT LANCIR: 5izx F-111 alrcrﬂf depley te Talhli,

ATAFD for six month combatb evaluation.

UsS str onf*tn in OVI passes 525,000 (525, 46/ ineluding 2,077 men
of U Special Lending Ferces 4 snd B (TG 79.4 and 79.5) from
SOVILTHTLY) .

Sarr D. Berzer, Deputy US imbassader designate to RVID arrives
in Saipon to tale vp his duties.

050 =111 fighter-bombers employed for the first time in combat,

3 ipr 1968

4 fpr 1968

8 Apr 1968

10 Apr 1968

10 Apr 1968

11 Apr 1968

rigaions over NVl Penhandle.

S USG flies three NVI naval personnel to Vientiane for releasc

to liVIl authorities in a reciprocal gesture for IIVIi's release
of three US pilots in I'ebruary. :

President Johnson in a radio and TV address to the naticn
announces immediate bembing pause over portions of IIVHN
north of 20N latitude plus a 13,500 man troop increase for
VIl over presently approved 525,000 man ceiling.

M. Wn.lllam E. Colby assumes duty as ACofS for Civil Operations
and Revolutlionary Development Support (MACCDRDS) ags Mr. L. Wade
Lathram departs RVI.

1/9 Marines make first sortie out of Khe Sa.nh end geize Hill
4’?1 SE of the combat base.

The EKhe Sanh emergency resupply effort terminates with 2
airland and 6 airdrop scrties. A total of 1,152 resupply
scrties flown during the period 21 Jenuary t.o 8 April,
delivering 12,773 Ton of Jargo. USAF, USN and USMC flew
2y L9 sor‘t.ies in support of the base. B-52s flew 2 ,548
sorties dropping over 60,000 tons of bombs. Tactical air
delivered over 35,000 tons of bombs. _

President Johnson announces Adm. John S. MeCain, Jr., USH
presently CINCUSNAVEUR will reileve Adm. U. S. Grant Sharp,
USN as CINCPAC; that Gen Creighton W. Atrams, Jr., USA,
presently DBPGOMUSI\MGV will assume duties of GOMUSMLCV fron
Gen W. C. Westmoreland, USA: and that LTG Andrew Goodpaster,
USA presently Commandant, National War College will be
promoted to Gen and become next DEPCOMUSMACV.

Elements of 1st Air Cav Dir re-occupy Lang Vei SF Camp,
Quang Trl Province. Camp was overrun by enemy on 8 Felwuary.

White House rejects Hanol's proposal of Warsaw as the place
for talks in that it is not "an appropriate site in neutral
territory."
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12 Lpr 1968

12 4pr 1968
15 hpr 1968

21 Apr 1968

27 Apr 1968

1 May 1968
3 May 1968
5 May 1968

5 May 1968
7 May 1968

13 May 1968

13 Hey 1968

13 May 1968

Route 9 into Khe Sanh officially reopened.

USAF F-~111A resume operations over KVN Panhandle after being
grounded since 30 larch.

Air Force Secretary Brown, CofS USA Gen Harold K. Johnson and
CINCUSARPAC Gen Dhvight Beach arrive in RVN for 5 day visit.

Elements of the lst Air Cav Dir, participating in Operation
DELAWARE, invade A Shau Valley, Thua Thien Provinece, the
largest NVA/VC supply base in I CTZ, marking first time US
troops have entered the valley since enemy overran the 4
Shau SF Camp in March 1966.

US Navy employs P-3V Orion aircraft in RWN for the first time
replacing P-2V Neptune on MARKET TIME surveillance -Patrols.

USAF 120th TFW, formerly a part of the Colorado ANG and the
first ANG unit to deploy to a war zone since WW II, arrives at
Phan Rang AB to become part of the 35th TFW.

Terrorists explode a taxi loaded with explosives outsigde
Saigon AFRTS studios (3 civilian kdilled, 30 wounded (5US) ).
Broadcast service momentarily disrupted.

VC infiltrators kill three Australian and one British news-
papermen in Cholon, Saigon. First Secretary of the West
German embassy is also killed by VC in Saigon.

Tan Son Nhut AB Cormander Col Luu Kim Cuong ig killed leading
a counterattack against VC units attempting to enter base.

GVN imposes 24-hours curfew on Cholon section (6th, 7th and 8th
precincts) of Saigon due to heavy fighting. -

MACV announces of the 26 VC/NVA tms. trying to enter Saigon
since 5 May only elements of 8 actually reached the city's -
fringes. BEnemy losses put at 2,500 KIA in eity and over
5,200 KIA in IITI CTZ plus 1,951 I/W and 572 C/S.

DEPCOMUSMACV for CORDS Robert Komer announces VC/HVA lMay
offensive resulted in only 16 of 4,000 government posts being
abandoned of which 10 have been recaptured; only é over '700
RD teams were withdrawn. 122,500 new refugees created in
Seigon/Gie Dinh area. - :

USS Henry B. Wilson (DDG~7) engages and sinks enemy 75-foot
steel-hulled trawler 26 miles SW of Phu Vinh, Vinh Binh
Province. :
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15 lay 1968
19 Hay 1968

20 lipy 1969

21 May 1968

26 May 1968

28 May 1968

28 May 1968

MACV announces release of two VC prisoners from Quang Ngai
prison camp a& a reciprocal gesture for release of two

U. S. soldiers freed by VG in Quang Tin Prov (USMNC Cpl J. A.
Santos and USA Pfe L. U. Rivera) on 23 January.

Enery cormences campaign of nightly rocket attacks against
SBigon. 22 rockets land in Saigon, about 150 houses destroyed -
near Central HMarket (3 NP and 3 Civ killed, 32 civ and 1 US
vounded) .

Ihilippine tug BEREAN with two US Military Police security guards
on board vhile enroute from Va Tau to Can Tho via the Mekong
and Bassac Rivers loses way and strays over Cambodian border.
Tug and all aboard are taken into custody and escorted to Phnon
Penh. IPs are released on 10 June to Australian authorities

in fhnom Penh and flowm to Bangkok.

President announces the nomination of Lt Gen George S. Browm,
USAF to assume quties of Commander, 7th Air Force and

DEPCCMUSHAGY for Air. Incumbent Gen Willism W. Homyer, USAF
will become Commander, Tactical.Air Command.

USAF jets demage or destroy 16 100mm AA gun emplacements
betveen Dong Hoi and the IMZ. 100mm are largest enemy A4
wegpons in use to date.

Gen W. C. Westmoreland, USA COMUSMACV depsarts RVN for 9-day
trip to CINCPAC and Washington.

ROKA Forces f£ind 120mm mortar and 14 rds of ammmmition 30 km

NW of Qui Nhon, Binh Dinh Prov. First indication of enemy
use of this weapen in coastal provinces of II CIZ.
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1o Jun 1955 Ath Ln, il clescs GVE for oo with Lot S09 b I et
: Pemee Twyr irove  2nd In. D0 denarts 2V,
2 Jun 1963 3ix hich-ronking Vietnanese rilitory nnd reliee cfficers nre

M1led In Chclen uhon US helieccytor fires roclot +which
el fnetions.

4 Jun 1968 Inevy fires reckebs mnd mortesrs inte Seigon and suburbe.
' 4 carge ship and Cho Quan pouer station in south~central
Salgen are hit.

7 Jun 1960 Undetermined nunber of enery rockets hit Saigon, %i1ling some
20 Civs and wounding 4D others.

9 Jun 1968 Gili ¥. C. Vestmoreland departs RVI for Washington, D. C., to
assune duties of Chief of Staff, US Army. GIN Creighton W,
Abrons assumes temporary cormand of USMLACY.

11 Jun 1967 Lnery fire rockets into Central Saigon, killing causing 135
Civ casualties,

12 Jun 1968 inery rockets Tan Son Whut lirbase, Gia Dinh Prov with 14 rds
of 122rm (1VK KIa, 26 VI WI4).

14 Jun 1968 Inery rockets Tan Son Nhut lirbase, Gia Din Prov 1 KIA.

16 Jun 1968 LtGen Frank T. iZdldren assurzs DOG, USARV vice Lt Gen Iruce
Palmer,

18 Jun 1968 B-52s mark end of third year of participation in the wer.

USMC elements in defensive positions 14 km SSE of the Khe
Sanh Combat Base are attacked by unknowm size enemy force
for 11 hours (EN: 128 XIA; FRD: 11 KI4, 30 WIA).

20 Jun 1968 II FFURCEV (FWD) becomes Capital Military Assistance Commang.

21 Jun 1968 VC rocket northern outskirts of Saigon with at least 10 rockets
(6 W killed, 20 wounded).

22 Jun 1968 Eight rounds impact on SE side of the city. Six rounds fall
into Saigon River or adjacent swamp, two hit British
-merchantmen causing negligible damage (1 VN killed).

R7 Jun 1968 USMACV announces Khe Senh Combat Base, Quang Tri Province,
will be abandoned, in a shift to more mobile operations,

R7 Jun 1968 Ilements of the ARVN 25th Inf Div find 76 122mm and 50 107mm
rockets 13 miles NW of Saigon while partieipating in
Operation Quyet Thang.

28 Jun 1968 VC sapper squad attacks Son Tra refugee hamlet six miles S of
Chu Lai, Quang Tin Prov, killing 88, of whom 73 are Civs,
and wounding 103 others. &5 percent of hamlet is burned to
the ground, leaving 4,000 homeless. :
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29 Jun 1968 Llerents of US 3rd Brigade, 9th Inf Div find large enemy arms
¢ache near Moc Hoa, Kien Tuong Prov. (29 tons of TNT, 297,000
4K-47 vds, 1142 mortars, 8783 grenade, 401 weapons).

1 Jul 1968 1st Cav Div {(4) redesignated lst Adr Cav Div and 101lst Abn Div
redesignated 101st Air Cav Div.

3 Jul 1968 GEN Creighton W. Abrams, Jr., assumes command of USMACY.
5 Jul 1968 Last USHC units leaves Khe Sanh Combat Base, Quang Tri Prov.
11 Jul 1968 GIN Andrew J. Goodpaster assumes duties of DEPCOMUSMAGY .

16 Jul 1968 GEN William W. Memyer, Commander 7th Air Force departs RVN
to take up duties of Cormander, TAC. :

17 Jul 1968 US Army LCU 1577 of the 5th Trans Heavy Boat Co inadvertently
crosses into Cambodia while enroute from Vung Tau to Can Tho,
Eleven US and one ARVN are taken into custody Ly RKG.

19 Jul 1968 Presidents Johnson angd Thieu meet at CINCPAC HQ, Honolulu for
two days of discussions.

21 Jul 1968 VC terrosits kill 5 cive and injure 55 civs by a blast set off
in the Quoe-Thanh Theatre, near National Police HQ, Saigon.,
Four others killed and 41 wounded as VC terrorists set off
charge in a restaurant on Vo Taph Street, 2nd Precint » Saigon,

22 Jul 1968 '1500 Thai infantrymen of the Black Panther Div arrive in Saigoen
aboard USS OKANOGAN (APA-220) » first of 12,000 to deploy o RVN.
Unit will be stationed at Bear Cat, Bien Hoa Province.

23 Jul 1968 MG Robert F. Worley, Vice-Commander, 7th Air Forcs is shot down
and killed in an RF-4C Phantom 65 miles NW of Da Nang, Thua
Thien Prov. Go~pilot bails out safely. MG Royal N. Baker,
Asst COS MACT5 assumes duties as Vice-Commender, 7th AF
immediately instead of 9 August as previously planned.

26 Jul 1968 Four VG terrorists blow up Chinese A CHAN (Daily News) building
: in Cholon, Gia Dinh Province at 1315, after evacuating employees.
Building destroyed,

28 Jul 1968 President Johnson names RAIM Elmo R, Zumwalt, JR., to relieve
' RAIM Kenneth Veth as COMNAVFORV end CHNAVADGRF and upgrades
the position to VAN Tank.

29 J ul 1968 1800 man contingent of Thai Black Panther Div arrives in Saigon
) . beosting Thai forces in RVN to 3,300 of a programmed 12,000.

29 Jul 1968 RADM Kenmeth L. Veth, COLNAVFORV presents first M1 rifles to
o VNN at VNN HQ, Saigon. VNN Qi0 Cormodore Tran Van Chon attends
ceremony, ,
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31 Jul 1962
3L Jul 1968

31 Jul 1962

31 Jul 196%

1 4ug 1968

1 Aug 1968

< Aug 1968
6 Aug 1968

9 Aug 1968

9 Aug 1968

*

All John G. MeCain, Jr., assumes duties of CINCPAC vice
7 Ulysses S, Grant Sharp, Jr.

LG Carl 4. Youngdale, USIC, assumes command of CG let MARDIV
vice liG Donn J. Robertsen, USMNC.

RAD! Henry J. Johnson, CIC, USH, assumes duties of Officer—in-
Cherge of Construction RVN vice RAIN Spencer R, Smith,
CEC, USH.

Cn Operation DAN SINH/COCHISE GREIN in Binh Dinh Prov, 15 Jm W
of Phm iy, the E/1/50 liech while searching a cave complex in
the vicinity of Hon Che Min discovers one ton of rice!

assorted documents and 935,000-VN plus $15,000 US in 50 bills.

Gen George S. Brown, USAF, assumes duties as Commander 7th
Air Force and DEPCOLUSMACY for Air Vice Gen William W. Homyer,
USAF.

arrival of lst Bde, 5th liech Inf Div is announced by MACV,
Bde is deployed to Quang Tri and Thua Thien Provs.

VNV releases USAF pilots (Majors James F. Low and Fred N.
Thompson and Captian Joe V. Carpenter). The pilots were
flown to Vientiane, Laos in ICC plane in company with three
U. S. pacifists.

Delta Elackhawk troops in Kien Giang Prd%ince, 46 Ym NW of

Rach Gia discover and destroy enemy arms factory ineluding

34 structures, forges, castings, 500 grenade casings, lathers,
mines, cauldron, 22 I/W and misc supplies. '

U3MC's newest FAC aircraft, the OV-10 Bronco, begins combat
evaluation period in RVN by Marine Air Recon Squadron 2,
Marhle Mtn, Quang Nam Prov.

VG terrorist tosses grenade into MP jeep in downtown Saigon,
killing one and wounding one in 3d percinct. Terrorist

. escapes.

9 Aug 1968
10 Aug 1968

14 ug 1968

USMACV announces 1,844 Chieu Hoi during the month of July the
highest monthly total eince. August 1967.

After one year's service in RVN the last element of the RTAVR
"Queen Cobras" departs from Ssigon for Bangkok.

Delta Elack unit (7th Sqdn, 1t US Air Cav and VN OSF units)

- 18 km E of Cao Lanh, Kien Phomg Prov destroy three enemy

mmitions factories (melting, chemical, sheet metal, booby
trap, and blacksmith shops; 4,800 hand grenades, 1,600 square
feet of sheet metal, chemical stores, etc.
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