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The most vicfous spring tornadoes irt years
through the middle U.S. Thursday, leaving more than 70
persons dead and over 1,000 injured in a nine-state area,
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Scores of persons were missing and property damage
ran into the millions of dollars.

The vicious winds cut through parts of a nine*stete
area of the midcontinent late Wednesday and early
Thursday and literally shredded several communities.

Wapella, a central Illinois community of 500> was
90 per cent damaged, Every building in the community

(Continued on Page 5, Col. 2)
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EARTHQUAKE COLLAPSED GROUND FLOOR OF UNIVERSITY BUILDING ON HOKKAIDO, REDUCING IT

But at What
Interest?
WASHINGTON (AP) — Co

median Jack Benny, who jokes
about being a tightwad, offered
a loan Thursday to the federal
government to help the nation's
economy.

Benny ialked about it after
calling on President Johnson at
the White House,

"I think the only thing (he
President would have liked to
have known from me was if I
could help, some way in balanc-
ing the budget—how to save
money," Benny said.

Reporters wondered if he
could help.

"I can make a loan," Benny
replied. "If he'd like it, he can
have it. Thai stingy I'm not. I'm
a very very big fan of President
Johnson."

HOMINY FALLS, W. Va.
(UPI)—Six coal miners, trapped
deep in a water-filled mine for
JO days and given up for dead,
were found alive and well
Thursday after existing for an
entire week wi thout food and
with only brackish, .scum-
covered mine water to drink.

"It was a miracle of God's,"
survivor Joseph Fitzwater, 33,
of Rupert, W. Va., said.

Four other men, trapped with
the six: survivors, were found
dead, apparently drowned in the
initial rush of water at noon,
EDT, May 6 when millions of
gallons of water from an

adjoining abandoned pit roared
into the Gauley Coal and Coke
Co. mine where the men were
working.

Fifteen other miners, trapped
in a different section of the
Gauley mine, were rescued last
Saturday af ter nearly five days
in a 3(J-inch-high tunnel.

Despite their ordeal, the six
were pronounced "in good
physical shape" at Sacrtd
Heart Hospital
R:chwood.

Dr. Lee Todd,
company's physician, said, "We
didn't have lo give out a single
pill."

in nearby

the Gauley

The six men managed to
salvage only two lunch buckets
when the rushing water trapped
them. The two buckets held a
total of six sandwiches.

They rationed the sandwiches
by bites. By the evening of
Wednesday, May 8, the last uf
the sandwiches was gone.

The men had only the mine
water left. They had to skim off
the scum so they could be able
to stomach it, they said.

The first thing they did when
the water trapped them, ihe
survivors said, was to rush to
the highest ground they could

on Page 5, €<>1. 1)
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T O K Y O — T h e
tremors had stopped
Friday but the terror
remained as northern
Japan c o u n t e d 39
dead, 329 injured and
eight m i s s i n g from
two of the most power-
ful e a r t h q u a k e s to
ever batter the coun-
try.

The two quakes, both
only a fraction less power-
ful than the great Tokyo
e a r t h q u a k e that killed

Related Stories, Map on Pages
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thousands in 1923, came
within 10 hours of each
other Thursday.

Hardest, hit by the jolts were
the cities of Aomori and Hako-
date on either side of the narrow
strait that separates Japan's
main island of Honshu from the
country's northernmost island,
Hokkaido. The devastated area
(Continued on Back Page, Col. 2)

LONDON (AP)—The side of
a new 23-floor apartment build-
ing in London's East End col-
lapsed a f t e r an explosion at
dawn Thursday.

Ton persons were killed or
missing. .Police said three bodies
had been recovered from the
wreckage.

Seven occupants were taken
lo a hospital and police said

Picture on Page 4

there was li t t le hope of f inding
any more survivors.

Authorit ies said evidence of
an explosion was found near a
gas stove on the 18th floor of

(Continued on Page 5, Col. i)



SAIGON (AP) — Hundreds Of North
Vietnamese troops stormed an Australian
patrol base northeast of Saigon Thursday
and penetrated the Atissies' defenses. It
was me second attack against the base
this week. ' . ' •

The Australian command said North
Vietnamese troops wer6 driven out after
launching two "determined waves" of
pre-dawn ground attacks about two hoUrs
apart*

"The enemy withdrew at 7 o'clock
this morning," an announcement said.

Thirty-three enemy soldiers were re-
ported killed, but the count was expected
to go higher. Australian casualties were
reported as light.

The Red troops slammed big rockets,

artillery .and mortar fire against the 1st
Bn.j &oyal Australian Regt., to coVer
the assault by .their infantrymen, The
shellirtgs were kept up during the &/$
hour fight,

Headquarters said it is believed the
enemy were members of the North Viet-
namese 148th Regt.

The regiment is estimated to number
2,900 but it appeared unlikely that the
attackers were at full strength.

The base is 25 miles northeast of
Saigon.

Australian and U.S. artillery was
leveled at charging enemy force, while
American fighter-bombers and rocket-
firing helicopters raked the enemy.

At least 17 of the eneity dead were
found inside the base.

It was the heaviest action the Aus»
tralians have faced since their task force
arrived in Vietnam in Ift6l The Aussies
had moved into the patrol base only
last Sunday to block _off North Viet-
namese troops moving toward Saigon.
A less intense attack against the camp
failed earlier this Week.

Later there were reports of fresh
fighting in the Central Highlands on
three sides of the key provincial capital
of Kontum City and Nksar Khsavsanh
in the northwest corner of South Vietnam.

Near Khe Sanh, North Vietnamese
troops fought U.S. Marines from bunkers
in a 7^-hour battle.

on
In pre-dawn darkness, the North Viet*

namese troops opened Up with mortars,
rocket-propelled grenadeSj flame throw-
ers and small arms ott a patrol base
and a nearby outpost Of the tLS» 4th
Inf. Div. 19 miles west of Konttim City
and about 20 miles from the Cambodian
border.

Earlier, ort the east side of Kontum
City, 4()0 North Vietnamese soldiers at-
tacked 100 South Vietnamese home guard
troops manning an outpost. But far
superior American firepower beat the
enemy back. Headquarters said 147 North
Vietnamese were killed.

There were no South Vietnamese
casualties and only three government
troops were reported wounded.

See Coo
Top VC Defector Warns Saigon

SAIGON (UPI) — Col. Tran
Van Dae, the highest ranking
Viet Cong ever to defect to the
Saigon government side, said
Thursday if the Viet Cong can-
not win militarily or politically
they will settle temporarily for
a coalition government.

But Dae warned that the Com- .
munists would not recognize such ,
a coalition as an end in itself.
They would use it, he said, as
a stepping stone to an eventual
Communist takeover.

Dae said the U.S. and Viet-
namese forces in South Vietnam
should keep on fighting, and
fight even harder during the cur-
rent Paris talks.

"In my opinion, in Paris or
wherever you talk with the
Communists, they will continue
fighting on the • • battlefield in
order to support their position in
talks," he said.

Speaking at a government-
sponsored news conference, he
said;

"With the Communists it is
always the same. As they see
it, there should be fighting on
the battlefield to support talks.
So the Allied forces should be
more active, put forth of greater
effort and gain greater victo-

COL. TRAN VAN DAC

ries."
Dae defected on April 19 and

brought with him plans for the
Viet Cong's lastest offensive.

The 43-year-old colonel said the
Viet Cong originally planned to
launch the offensive on April

27. He said he thought they post-
poned it until May 5 partly : be-
cause of his defection.

Other reasons for the delay, he
said, were the Viet Cong's need
to make better preparations for
the attack and their concern to
time it to fall on the eve of the
preliminary talks between the
U.S. and Hanoi in Paris.

The youthful-looking colonel
said he considered both this
latest offensive and the Tet of-
fensive two "big failures" al-
though the Viet Cong were
portraying them as great suc-
cesses.

Officials said he was a top
priority Viet Cong target at the
moment and that his wife and
14-year-old son were under gov-
ernment protection at an un-
disclosed place.

The colonel said he had com-
manded Viet Cong units during
the Tet offensive and was later
in charge of ordering the firing
of 141 rockets at the Tan Son
Nhut AB just outside Saigon on
Feb. 17.

He said one of the reasons he
defected was that he did not
believe the Viet Cong could
achieve their goals in South
Vietnam.

South Rises in Anger

Stars and
WASHINGTON (AP) — The

Pentagon has assured outraged
Southern congressmen that
servicemen will be allowed to
fly their home-state flags in
South Vietnam—even if those
flags are emblazoned with the
insignia of the Civil War Confed-
eracy,

The flap started about two
weeks ago when Rep. W. S,
Stuckey, D-Ga., told the House
he was "upset, angry and indig-
nant" because one of his constit-
uents in Vietnam was ordered to
remove the Georgia flag from
above his bunk.

"The reason given was that
since some people view the
Confederate flag as a symbol of
racism," Stuckey said, "all
state flags which contain bars
and stars must be removed."

The Georgia Democrat told
the House "the order was that
especially all Georgia, Alabama
and Mississippi flags must come
down immediately."

He read part of a soldier's let-
ter to the soldier's mother com-
plaining the order came out
"because of the racial tension"
following the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Jefs Dodge Missiles
To KO 5 North Bri

S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON—Carrier-based Navy
pilots flew 63 of the 111 mis-
sions flown over North Vietnam
Wednesday.

Two bridges near the 19th
parallel, a highway bridge 24
miles northwest of Vinh and a
railroad bridge 23 miles north
of Vinh were bombed. The rail-
road bridge was destroyed and
the highway bridge received di-
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reel hits but no bomb damage
asossment was made.

Four bridge were destroyed in
a radius of 35 miles from Vinh
by Navy pilots. Anti-aircraft
missiles were fired at the jets
with no results.

A concentration of 50-foot sup-
ply boats were bombed by Navy
pilots six miles south of Vinh
and five destroyed.

Air Force aviators reported
destroying 18 trucks, three anti-
aircraft sites and six barges
during their 38 missions of the
day.

While the Southern state flags
had to come down, Stuckey
said, flags from such states as
New York and Ohio "were al-
lowed to remain displayed."

The Georgia congressman
said he had 'written to the Pen-
tagon demanding "that this ridi-
culous and dangerous order be
investigated."

Asked about this, the Penta-
gon said a preliminary inquiry
showed that on April 10, during
the period of civil disturbance
after King's death, a local deci-
sion was made within the 1st
Marine Aircraft Wing in Viet-
nam "to prohibit the outward
display of the Confederate
flag."

The aim, the Defense Depart-
ment said, was to "reduce the
likelihood of any racial tensions
within the wing."

This led to an order to a Ma-
rine member of the wing "to
remove from his work area a
Georgia state flag belonging to
him."

"When the appropriate off i -
cers were informed that the flag
was the official state flag of
Georgia, the order was clarified
and the state f lag was again dis-
played," the Pentagon said.

The Defense Department also
said there are no regulations
which bar the display of
Confederate flags.

Did that satisfy Stuckey?
The congressman's aide said

it did.

Parafroopers Walk With Caution
Sgt. Larry Newell of Melbourne, Fla., 101st Airborne D!v.

paratrooper, leads a squad from A Co., 1st Bn. (Abu), 501st Inf.
across a Vietnamese bridge north of Hue. (USA)

562 GEs Die in Week,
Hiobest Such Toll of War

SAIGON (AP) — The number
of Americans killed in action
last week in the Vietnam war
jumped to a record high of 5(52,
the U.S. Command reported
Thursday.

The previous record for a sev-
en-day period was 543 Ameri-
cans killed during the week of
Feb. 11-17, at the height of the
Communists' lunar new year of-
fensive against cities and towns,
throughout the country.

A U.S. briefing officer said the
American death toll resulted in
large part from heavy action in
the northern-most provinces,
where U.S. Marines battled
North Vietnamese forces during
the week. He said first reports
indicated about half those killed
died in that area.

The Marines fought several
bloody battles last week around

Dong Ha, 11 miles south of the
Demilitarized Zone.

The U.S. Command said 5,552
enemy were killed last week,
more than half of them in the
fighting in and around Saigon.
The command said this raised
the total killed by allied forces
since Jan. 1, 1961, to 342,105.

South Vietnamese headquar-
ters reported 675 government
troops killed last week, their
third highest weekly toll of the
war. The week before 242 South
Vietnamese were reported
killed, while Hie U.S. toll was
383 dead.

A total of 2,225 Americans
were wounded in action last
week, a figure that has been ex-
ceeded several times during the
war. Of that number, 1,153 re-
quired hospitalizatioa, the U.S.
Command said.



Guard Asks
Viet Duty
INDIANAPOLIS, Intl. (DPI)

*-An Indiana National Guard
unit mobilized for active duty
has requested Vietnam duty,

The men of D Co., 151st Inf.,
a long-range patrol unit with
headquarters at Greenfield and
including men from Evartsville,
asked Indian;} Adjutant Gen.
John S. Anderson for help in
getting there.

Anderson asked in a letter to
the Secretary of the Army that
he "do whatever is within your
power" to grant the request of
"this group of dedicated sol-
diers."

U.S. Doctors Saved His Arm

VC Caught
in Ambush

Patrol
VUNG DAT AM, Vietnam

(10)-—Lying in ambush atop a
riverside, a long range patrol
waited as three Viet Cong ford-
ed the stream directly below
its position.

"One crossed and signaled
with a wave of his arm toward
the opposite bank," said S.Sgt,
Cliff Popay of Calhoun, Ga.,
patrol leader.

Carefully moving from con-
cealment, two of the armed VC
began to cross the stream.

"I guess they assumed no-
body was around," Spec. 4 Dick
Wilson of Weymouth, Mass.,
commented, "as the lead VC
turned his back on us and bent
down to fill his canteen."

The patrol then sprung its
ambush.

Catching the full impact of a
round fired from an M79, one
of the VC pitched into the
water.

"The other two VC stopped
in midstream," said Wilson,
"and I hit one, but he got up
and made it to the other bank."

The enemy force, which had
suddenly grown to 10 or 12
armed Viet Cong, began to
spray the concealed patrol with
automatic weapons fire.
1 "We pulled back toward our
landing /one." said Popay,
"and I called in some artillery
fire. But those VC just kept
coming toward us."

Gunships swept, blanketing
the area and suppressing ene-
my activity, while another heli-
copter plucked the LRP team
from the area.

Trooper Saved
By

PHU BAI, Vietnam (10) — A
10.1st Airborne Div. paratrooper
fighting north of here owes his
life to the extra ammunition he
carries.

While in contact with an NVA
unit, Pfc. Jake Abegg, Gary,
Incl., of A Co., 2nd Bn. (Abn.),
502nd Inf. was hit in one of his
bandoleers o f a m m u n i t i o n
strapped across his chest.

"We were out on patrol when
I was hit," Abegg said. "When
I looked down at myself 1
couldn't see anyth ing , a l though
the enemy's round knocked me
over."

After the paratrooper patrol
forced the enemy to break con-
tact, Abegg had a chance to
thoroughly check himself out.
He found out that a round hit
one of his magazines, spread-
ing it open like a peeled banana.

The spent enemy round was
found lodged in the back of the
magazine.

fey SPEC. 4
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DONG TAM, Vietnam (10)-*
"All I remember were loud ex-
plosions, a lot of them, and then
guns firing. I was scared — re-
ally scared. I wanted to run
away, but I didn't know any-
one. Where could I run?" These
were the words of Nguyen Van
Qui, 15, a soldier of the North
Vietnamese Army (NVA).

As the b a t t l e intensified,
Nguyen's right arm Was shat-
tered by small arms fire.

"They (NVA) carried me
back about 50 meters to a bunk-
er where they put a scarf over
my wound. Another explosion
went off and two more were
wounded. I think one of them
was dead. They (the NVA)
came back and dragged the
three of us to a nearby house.
The guns kept exploding. They
told me to run, but I said no. I
stayed in the house and they
left me there," he said.

When the enemy force with-
drew, 9th Inf. Div. soldiers be-
gan sweeping the area. They
found Nguyen lying on a make-
shift bed of hay, obviously in
great pain.

"I thought I was going to lose
my hand because it was bleed-
ing so badly," Nguyen said.

He was rushed to the 3rd
Surgical Hospital facility at
Dong Tarn, where surgeons
worked hard to save his arm,

During his recovery, Nguyen
was quiet and reserved. His
mannerisms were mature be-
yond his1 15 years.

"My village — the village I
come from — is small. I always
thought it was big, but when i
left, 1 found out that it was
small," said Nguyen.

He lived in An Thach, located
deep in the province of Long
Dinh, one mile from Highway
1 in North Vietnam.

"I never wanted to fight. No,
I never wanted to fight," said
Nguyen.

Nguyen, whose father died
four years ago when the boy
way 11, had three years of for-
ma) schooling under the French.

"I learned more than my hi-
ther—mathematics, history and
tilings like that," said Nguyen.

Asked to name famous men
in Vietnamese history, Nguyen
was unable to do so. Nor did
he know the names of the lead-
ers of South Vietnam or the
United States. He did, however,
know that Ho Chi Minh was the
leader of North Vietnam.

"We received news from the
singer-talker ( r a d i o ) , " said
Nguyen.

HUE, Vietnam (10) — Since
Operation Carentan II began in
northern I Corps, paratroopers
of the 101st Airborne Div. have

Nguyen Van Qui, 15, discusses Iris life as a North Vietnamese
soldier during an interview at the 3rd Surgical Hospital at Dong
Tarn. (USA)

By village standards his fami-
ly was poor. A year ago, at the
age of 14, Nguyen decided upon

,his occupation — carpentry. In
An Thach. you decide upon a
trade, and learn what you can
from the village elders.

"The older men helped me
learn. There was a carpenter
in the village and he taught
me what he knew," Nguyen
said.

During his first year as a car-
penter he made more money
than his m o t h e r, who sold
ducks. As his apprenticeship
chew to a close, the strangers,
whom he knew only as chien si
(soldiers) entered his village.

"They came to my house,"
said Nguyen, "and told my
mother that I had been chosen
to be one of them. They wanted
me to become a chien si. My
mother pleaded t h a t I was too
young. The chien si said 'He is
old enough. The draft age is
15 through 40.'"

Nguyen had to go. Where—
he wasn't sure.

"My village did not know a
war was going on. Oh, we saw
the planes that go overhead,
but we were told that if they
drop bombs, we were to quickly
fall on the ground, look up at
the planes and laugh. We took
nothing serious," Nguyen said.

Nguyen and four companions
were taken lo a training camp
near Com Ninh, in the southern
panhandle of North Vie tnam.
There he and 20 other young
men were taught lo aim and
fire a weapon. The complete
tra ining for duly as a regular
army chien si in the Army of
North Vietnam lasted six days.

"I didn't understand what we
were doing. I did as I \\as to!d
because they were older," he
said.

Af t e r their training, Nguyen
and his friends boarded trucks
to begin their t r ip to South Viet-
nam.

"I had never been out of my

village, not even to Hanoi,'*
suid Nguyen.

When they arrived at Than
Hoa. near the DMZ, Nguyen
and his friends were sent along
different routes of infiltration.

"Soon we met more and more
men, more than I ever saw,"
Nguyen said. "We were moving
toward Laos and the Cambodian
border because I overheard my
leader say so," he claimed.

Nguyen and 1,200 men moved
down the Ho Chi Minn trail in
a fotir^week trek plagued by
sickness and death.

"Many died on the trail. Some
died of Malaria and others died
of not enough food. It was very
hard. Everybody was sick, but
they kept pushing us. I think
they were afraid of having a
battle," said Nguyen.

The trail, with few beaten
paths and miles wide, poses
massive obstacles, The northern
section is mountainous; the
southern portion is swampy and
covered with stunted vegetation
and thick jungles. It is a vital
lifeline lo the south.

"We ate dried fish and rice,"
Nguyen said. "We would pool
all our money and then one of
us would go to the nearby vil-
lage and buy food."

Of the 1,200 men, only about
700 were armed. They moved
in small groups to escape B52
bombing raids.

"The journey was hard, but
we never had any fighting. A
couple of times I heard explo-
sions, but thai was all," said
Nguyen.

Once they arrived in the del-
ta, they were joined by Die
281st Viet Cong Bn., which op-
crated along the My Tho River.

"We often talked of home and
were always thinking of the day
we would return. They (the
NVA) said we would be down
in the south not long. But no-
body believed them."

Captured documents disclose
that some NVA have been fight-
ing in the delta for the last f ive
years. B e c a u s e government
forces have so seveiely inter-
dicted supply routes, only the
most necessary equipment was
filtered south to the u n i t s .

There is no mail, no vi ta l
word from home. Life is ex-
pendable; men f ight for the

thestate; they live and die for
slate.

"1 want my arm to heal so
that 1 can go ki l l those that
left me. They are my real ene-
mies," Nguyen said bitterly.

Nguyen is young. But for him
the war is over.

"I would l ike to wri te to mv
mother. I
from her.
right."

would like to hear
I hope, she is all

But last month , with the co-
operation of all the dis t r ic t
chiefs of Thuu Thien province,
the Screaming Eagles began

been hit t ing "Charlie" where it protecting the v i l la?
hurts the most—in his stomach.

Recent intelligence reports in-
dicate the enemy units operat-
ing north of here are concerned
about their dwindling food sup-
ply.

In order to restock the i r pan-
t ry , the Communists must come
out of their mountain h id ing
places and force the local vil-
lagers to hand over part or all
of their rice harvest.

In past years, the North Viet-
namese Army regulars rn a d e
the.se collections in the form of
taxes. After collecting t h i s
booty, the Communists usually
withdrew into the hil ls , becom-
ing a more persistent foe.

during
their spring rice harvest.

"After suitable hours were
coordinated w i t h the district
chiefs, the villagers were told
they could harvest their fields
w i t h o u t any in te r fe rence f rom
enemy soldiers," said Capt.
.) a in e s Sergeson. of Birming-
ham, Mich. , 2nd Brigade' c iv i l
a f fa i rs officer.

"If the strategic requirements
allow i t , an en t i re company is
o f t e n deployed from a base
camp to set up a defensive per-
imeter around a certain rice
paddy," he said.

"Anyone work ing in these
specified rice paddies dur ing

the nonworking hours st ipulat-
ed by the district chiefs will be
considered enemy and wi l l be
engaged by our ground troops,"
Sergeson added. District chiefs
and paratroop elements have
insured that the villagers know
this.

To make sure there is l i t t l e
chance for error, a l l a t t e m p t s
are made lo i d e n t i f y the work-
ers before a shot is f i red , Serge-

said.
At t h e end of each day the

rice is taken to a secure stor-
age area furnished by the Viet-
namese government . T h e s e
warehouses are being protected
by popular forces and Amer i -
can personnel. Records are kept
on the amount a rice fanner
t u r n s in and he can \ \ i t l s d r a w
it as he needs it.

U.S. Ship Saves
S Vief Pi<«?» w f W B I I

WITH THE 7TH FLEET OFF
VIETNAM (OI)—1st Lt. Nguyen
Du, of the South Vietnamese Air
Force, was rescued at sea by
the destroyer Edson.

Du's Al Skyraider had been
hit by ground f i re .

The destroyer's a f t e r lookout .
Seaman Wayne . ! . G o b u s h ,
spotted the pi lot as he f l o a t e d
down in his p a r a c h u t e .

Several a t t e m p t s io rescue
Du fa i led , so Gunner ' s Male
,'].€. A n i h o n y E u i e t l e . of San,
Diego, the ship's besi s\\ i n i r n e r ,
went in to the w a t e r to assist
the pilot. Du was rescued in
good condi t ion ami r e i u n u ' U lo
his unit .
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